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Section 1: 

#1: First paragraph and intro Strengths: Your opening effectively establishes the 
setting with sensory details like "sunlight creeping through curtains" and "kookaburras 
laughing". You create anticipation through your excitement about visiting a meaningful 
place. Weakness: Limited emotional setup. → While you mention this day will be 
"remembered forever", you don't fully establish what makes this beach particularly 
special to you beyond stating you haven't been there "in years". Your emotional 
connection to this place could be strengthened with specific memories or feelings 
associated with it from your childhood. I hadn't been there in years, and memories 
flooded back of building sandcastles with Dad and collecting shells with Mum when I 
was just five—it was our special place before we moved houses. 

#2: Octopus encounter (middle paragraphs) Strengths: The octopus discovery is 
vividly described with specific details about its size and colour-changing ability. Your 
stillness and careful observation show your appreciation for nature. Weakness: Missed 
opportunity for deeper reflection. → Your discovery represents a pivotal moment but 
lacks deeper exploration of your immediate feelings. The phrase "nature had shared a 
secret with me" is lovely but could be expanded to show how this moment changed your 
perspective in that exact instant rather than just as an afterthought. I stood perfectly still, 
barely breathing, mesmerised by how its skin rippled from reddish-brown to mottled 
grey, matching the rocks perfectly. In that moment, I felt like I'd glimpsed something 
magical—a tiny window into the hidden world that exists alongside ours. 

#3: Concluding reflections Strengths: You connect the specific experience to broader 
life lessons about observation and appreciation of the natural world. The ending circles 
back nicely to the beginning, creating a satisfying sense of closure. Weakness: 
Generalised rather than personalised conclusion. → Your final reflections about 
becoming a marine biologist and exploring nature feel somewhat generic. The statements 
"the world is full of incredible things" and "take the time to look closely" are broadly 
applicable rather than specifically tied to your character or unique perspective. Today 
wasn't just about seeing an octopus—it was about rediscovering my childhood 
fascination with the ocean that I'd somehow forgotten. Maybe I'll start keeping a 
nature journal, or join the coastal conservation group at school—anything to hold onto 
this feeling of wonder I'd almost lost. 

 



 

■ Your diary entry creates a lovely narrative arc from anticipation to discovery to 
reflection. The strength of your writing lies in your sensory details—the warm sand, 
sparkling waves, and the octopus changing colours bring your experience to life. 
However, your piece would benefit from more specific emotional reactions throughout. 
Additionally, consider deepening your personal connection to both the beach setting and 
the octopus discovery. When describing your family members, try giving them more 
distinctive characteristics or reactions that reveal their personalities. Also, try varying 
your sentence structure more to create rhythm in your writing. Your conclusion could be 
strengthened by making it more specifically linked to your personal growth rather than 
general observations about nature. Consider how this experience might change your daily 
habits or perspective in concrete ways. 

 

Overall Score: 44/50 

 

Section 2: 

April 16, 2025 

Dear Diary, 

Today was one of those days I'll probably remember forever. It started out like any 
normal Saturday, but it turned into something really special. I woke up early, just as the 
sunlight was creeping through my curtains. I could hear the kookaburras laughing 
outside, which always makes me smile. 

Mum said we were going to the beach today—not just any beach, but the one we used to 
go to when I was little, before we moved houses. I hadn't been there in years, and I could 
barely sit still while packing my towel, sunscreen, and snacks. #1 

When we got there, the smell of saltwater and sunscreen hit me like a memory. The sand 
was warm under my feet, and the waves sparkled like they were full of tiny stars. I ran 
straight to the edge of the water, letting it crash over my toes. It felt cold at first, but I got 
used to it quickly. My little sister Emma squealed every time a wave came close, and Dad 
laughed while chasing her around. 

 



 

After swimming for a while, I decided to explore the rock pools near the edge of the 
beach. That's when something amazing happened. I was carefully stepping over some 
slippery rocks when I saw something move—it was a tiny octopus, no bigger than my 
hand! It was changing colours right in front of me, blending in with the rocks and 
seaweed. I'd never seen anything like that up close. I just stood there, completely still, 
watching as it slid between two rocks and disappeared. #2 

I called Mum over, but by the time she came, it was gone. I was a bit disappointed at first, 
but then I realised how lucky I was to have seen it. Not everyone gets to witness 
something like that. It felt like nature had shared a secret with me, just for a moment. 

Later, while we were eating sandwiches under the umbrella, I told everyone about the 
octopus. Emma thought I was making it up, but Dad said he believed me. He even 
promised to bring me a book about sea creatures from the library next week. 

On the way home, I couldn't stop thinking about it. I started wondering how many other 
animals are out there, hiding in plain sight, going unnoticed. It made me want to learn 
more about the ocean. Maybe I'll become a marine biologist one day. Or maybe I'll just 
keep exploring and seeing what surprises nature has to offer. 

Today wasn't just a fun day at the beach. It was a reminder that the world is full of 
incredible things if you take the time to look closely. Even something small—like a shy 
little octopus—can make a big impact. I'm really glad we went. I hope we go back again 
soon. #3 

Until next time,  

William 
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