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Section 1: 
Part #1 (First paragraph): 

Strengths: 

● Your introduction effectively establishes the main event with clear geographic 
context. 

● You've created a compelling hook by highlighting the human impact alongside the 
infrastructure damage. 

Weakness: Limited contextual framing → Your opening paragraph, while informative, 
lacks sufficient historical context to help readers understand the significance of this 
cyclone. For instance, phrases like "wreaked havoc" and "raising urgent concerns" would 
carry more weight if briefly compared to previous cyclones in the region. This would 
help readers grasp whether this is truly unprecedented or part of a pattern. 

Exemplar: "A powerful tropical cyclone has wreaked havoc across northern Australia, 
causing the worst mass displacement since Cyclone Tracy in 1974, with widespread 
infrastructure damage affecting over 80% of Darwin's power grid, and raising urgent 
concerns about disaster preparedness in a region experiencing increasingly intense 
climate events." 

Part #2 (Fourth paragraph): 

Strengths: 

● Your inclusion of expert commentary adds credibility to the climate connection. 
● You've effectively linked the specific event to broader climate patterns. 

Weakness: Underdeveloped scientific perspective → Your scientific explanation relies 
too heavily on generalised statements without offering specific data points that would 
strengthen the climate connection. The quote from Dr. Martin mentions "warming ocean 
temperatures" but doesn't provide concrete measurements or comparisons that would help 

 



 

readers understand the scientific basis. The phrase "consistent with what we expect to 
see" needs supporting evidence. 

Exemplar: "Cyclone Isla's sustained wind speeds of 240 km/h, 15% higher than the 
previous regional record, directly correlate with the 1.2°C rise in average sea surface 
temperatures recorded in the Arafura Sea over the past decade," said Dr. Leo Martin, a 
climate researcher with the Australian National University." 

Part #3 (Final paragraph): 

Strengths: 

● Your conclusion effectively balances immediate recovery with long-term planning. 
● You've ended on a humanistic note that emphasises community resilience. 

Weakness: Vague resolution framework → Your concluding paragraph uses broad 
terminology about climate adaptation without specifying concrete measures. Phrases like 
"investment in early warning systems" and "sustainable planning" remain abstract 
concepts. The final sentence about communities "banding together" feels disconnected 
from the sophisticated policy discussion that precedes it. 

Exemplar: "As cleanup and rebuilding commence, the Northern Territory government 
has announced a £240 million climate adaptation fund specifically targeting 
improvements to Darwin's sea wall defences, community cyclone shelters, and the 
development of Australia's first cyclone-resistant housing code—initiatives being 
studied by vulnerable coastal communities across the Asia-Pacific region." 

■ Your piece effectively covers the essential elements of a news article with strong 
structural integrity and clear progression from impact to response. However, your writing 
would benefit from more specific data points throughout to anchor your claims about the 
cyclone's severity and climate connections. Additionally, you could strengthen the human 
interest angle by including brief personal accounts from affected residents, which would 
complement your well-constructed official responses. The international response section 
could be expanded to include more specific details about the types of aid being provided. 
Your conclusion would be more impactful if you connected the community resilience 
directly to specific adaptation measures rather than leaving them as separate elements. 
Consider reordering some of your content to present the most critical information about 
casualties and displacement earlier in the article, following proper journalistic inverted 
pyramid structure. 

 



 

 

Overall Score: 45/50 

 

Section 2: 

Devastating Cyclone Hits Northern Australia: Thousands Displaced and Infrastructure 
Damaged April 18, 2025 – Darwin, Australia 

A powerful tropical cyclone has wreaked havoc across northern Australia, causing mass 
displacement, widespread infrastructure damage, and raising urgent concerns about 
disaster preparedness in the face of intensifying climate events. 

Cyclone Isla, a Category 4 storm, made landfall near the city of Darwin in the Northern 
Territory earlier this week, bringing winds of up to 240 km/h and torrential rains that 
triggered flash floods and landslides across the region. At least 12 people have been 
confirmed dead, and more than 60 are reported injured, with thousands forced to evacuate 
their homes. Emergency services are still conducting search-and-rescue operations in 
remote areas that have been cut off due to flooded roads and downed communication 
lines. 

"This is one of the worst cyclones we've seen in over a decade," said Northern Territory 
Chief Minister Natasha Fyles. "The damage is extensive—entire communities are under 
water, power grids are down, and critical services have been disrupted. Our focus right 
now is on saving lives and supporting those who have lost everything." 

#2 The storm left a trail of destruction across both urban and rural areas, damaging 
schools, hospitals, and agricultural land. In the town of Katherine, the main hospital was 
evacuated after floodwaters overwhelmed its lower levels. Meanwhile, Indigenous 
communities in remote regions have reported being without clean water and electricity 
for several days. 

Meteorologists and climate scientists have pointed to warming ocean temperatures as a 
key factor behind the cyclone's intensity. "Cyclone Isla's strength and erratic path are 
consistent with what we expect to see as global temperatures rise," said Dr. Leo Martin, a 
climate researcher with the Australian National University. "We're seeing longer storm 
seasons and more powerful cyclones across the region." 

 



 

The federal government has declared a national emergency, unlocking millions in disaster 
relief funding and deploying military personnel to assist with evacuation, supply 
distribution, and infrastructure repair. Prime Minister Anthony Albanese addressed the 
nation on Thursday, emphasising that the country must adapt quickly to the realities of a 
changing climate. 

"The devastation caused by Cyclone Isla is a clear reminder of the climate risks we face," 
he said. "We will rebuild, but we must also strengthen our infrastructure, support 
climate-resilient communities, and do more to reduce emissions both at home and 
globally." 

The international community has expressed solidarity with Australia. New Zealand has 
sent rescue teams and supplies, while the United Nations is coordinating additional relief 
efforts through its regional disaster response mechanisms. NGOs such as the Red Cross 
and World Vision are already on the ground providing emergency shelter, clean water, 
and food to displaced families. 

#3 As cleanup and rebuilding begin, attention is turning to long-term recovery and 
climate adaptation. Experts stress that investment in early warning systems, resilient 
housing, and sustainable planning will be crucial to mitigating the effects of future 
disasters. 

For now, communities across northern Australia are banding together in the face of 
hardship—sharing resources, offering shelter, and helping one another recover from a 
storm that has left a lasting impact on the nation's northern frontier. 
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