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Introduction: Mastering the Trickiest Questions

Welcome to the NAPLAN Poem & Prose Pack, specifically designed to help Year 9 students tackle the most

challenging comprehension questions they'll encounter. This comprehensive guide focuses on

developing the sophisticated analytical skills needed to excel in NAPLAN's trickiest literary analysis

tasks.

Why This Book is Different

Unlike basic comprehension exercises, this pack presents complex texts that mirror the sophisticated

passages found in advanced NAPLAN tests. Each poem and prose passage has been carefully selected to

challenge your interpretive abilities whilst building confidence in literary analysis.

How to Use This Book

1. Read each text twice: First for understanding, second for analysis

2. Identify literary devices: Look for metaphors, symbolism, imagery, and other techniques

3. Consider context: Think about the author's purpose and intended audience

4. Answer strategically: Use elimination techniques for difficult questions

5. Check explanations: Learn from detailed answer explanations to improve future performance

Key Skills You'll Develop

Advanced inference and interpretation

Analysis of complex literary devices

Understanding of author's craft and purpose

Critical evaluation of textual evidence



Sophisticated vocabulary recognition in context

Comparative analysis across different text types

Pro Tip:

The trickiest NAPLAN questions often require you to synthesise information from multiple

parts of the text. Always consider how different elements work together to create meaning.

Question Type Strategies

1. Inference Questions

Challenge: These require you to read between the lines and understand implied meanings.

Strategy: Look for subtle clues in word choice, tone, and context. The answer isn't directly
stated but can be logically deduced.

Key phrases: "suggests that...", "implies...", "most likely means..."

2. Literary Device Questions

Challenge: Identifying and explaining the effect of metaphors, symbolism, irony, etc.

Strategy: First identify the device, then explain its purpose and effect on the reader.

Key phrases: "The author uses...", "This technique creates...", "The effect of..."

3. Author's Purpose Questions

Challenge: Understanding why the author wrote the text and what they want to achieve.

Strategy: Consider the overall tone, message, and target audience. Look at the conclusion for
clues.

Key phrases: "The author's main purpose...", "This text aims to...", "The writer intends to..."



4. Structural Analysis Questions

Challenge: Understanding how the text is organised and why.

Strategy: Look at paragraph structure, chronology, cause and effect, problem and solution
patterns.

Key phrases: "The text is organised...", "The structure helps to...", "This arrangement..."

5. Vocabulary in Context Questions

Challenge: Understanding complex words and phrases within their specific context.

Strategy: Use surrounding words and sentences for clues. Consider the overall meaning and
tone.

Key phrases: "In this context...", "The word means...", "This phrase suggests..."

Universal Strategy:

Always return to the text to find evidence for your answers. The most challenging questions
often have answers that seem obvious until you check them against the actual text.

Common Tricks and Pitfalls

Pitfall #1: The Obvious Answer Trap

What it looks like: An answer choice that seems obviously correct on first reading.

Why it's wrong: Often too simplistic or doesn't account for the text's complexity.

How to avoid: Always check if there's a more nuanced or sophisticated interpretation
available.

Pitfall #2: The Partial Truth



What it looks like: An answer that's technically correct but only addresses part of the
question.

Why it's wrong: NAPLAN questions often require complete, comprehensive answers.

How to avoid: Ensure your chosen answer addresses all aspects of the question.

Pitfall #3: Personal Opinion vs. Textual Evidence

What it looks like: Choosing answers based on your personal beliefs rather than what the text
actually says.

Why it's wrong: NAPLAN tests your ability to analyse the given text, not express personal
views.

How to avoid: Always find specific evidence in the text to support your answer choice.

Pitfall #4: Over-interpretation

What it looks like: Reading meanings into the text that aren't actually supported by evidence.

Why it's wrong: Creates elaborate interpretations that go beyond what the author intended.

How to avoid: Stick to interpretations that can be clearly supported by textual evidence.

Pitfall #5: Confusing Similar Answer Choices

What it looks like: Multiple answers that seem very similar but have subtle differences.

Why it's tricky: Requires careful attention to specific wording and precise meanings.

How to avoid: Identify the key differences between similar options and match them precisely
to the text.

Success Strategy: The Evidence Chain

Step 1: Identify exactly what the question is asking

Step 2: Find specific evidence in the text

Step 3: Connect that evidence to the answer choices

Step 4: Eliminate answers that lack textual support



Step 5: Choose the answer with the strongest evidence chain

Section 1: Poetry Analysis

Poem 1: "The Digital Age" (Contemporary)

The Digital Age

We wake to glowing rectangles of light,

Our fingers dancing on glass surfaces

Where words dissolve into pixels,

And conversations drift like digital dust.

The world fits in our pocket now—

Compressed, convenient, always on.

Remember when silence had weight?

When boredom was a luxury

And waiting meant simply being present

With the slow rhythm of our thoughts?

Now we scroll through infinite feeds

Of curated perfection,

Each swipe a small death

Of genuine curiosity.

Yet in this maze of connectivity,

We discover new forms of solitude.

A grandmother video-calls her grandson

Across continents,

Their laughter transcending distance.

Artists share their visions

With audiences they'll never meet,

Creating communities of the heart.



Perhaps the question isn't whether

This age has made us more or less human,

But how we choose to navigate

These endless streams of possibility,

Finding moments of authentic connection

In a world that never stops talking.

Questions:

1. The metaphor "words dissolve into pixels" (line 3) suggests that digital communication:

A) Is more efficient than traditional writing

B) Lacks the permanence and substance of physical text

C) Creates beautiful visual effects

D) Is easier to understand than spoken words

2. The phrase "each swipe a small death / Of genuine curiosity" (lines 13-14) implies that:

A) Technology is literally dangerous to users

B) Social media gradually reduces our ability to think deeply

C) Digital devices cause physical harm

D) People are becoming less interested in technology

3. The structural shift between the second and third stanzas serves to:

A) Introduce completely new ideas unrelated to the previous content

B) Present a balanced perspective by showing both negative and positive aspects

C) Confuse the reader about the poet's true opinion

D) Demonstrate that the poet changed their mind while writing

4. The juxtaposition of "infinite feeds / Of curated perfection" with "genuine curiosity"

suggests:

A) That social media provides unlimited learning opportunities

B) A tension between artificial content and authentic inquiry

C) That curiosity is enhanced by perfect presentation



D) That infinite content automatically creates genuine interest

5. The poet's tone throughout the poem can best be described as:

A) Entirely pessimistic about technological progress

B) Completely optimistic about digital advancement

C) Thoughtfully ambivalent, acknowledging both benefits and drawbacks

D) Aggressively critical of all digital technology

6. The image of silence having "weight" (line 7) contrasts with the digital age by suggesting

that:

A) Silence was physically heavier in the past

B) Modern silence is lighter and more pleasant

C) Pre-digital quiet had substance and significance that modern life lacks

D) Weight is no longer important in contemporary society

7. The example of the grandmother and grandson (lines 17-20) functions as:

A) Evidence that technology always improves relationships

B) A concrete illustration of technology's potential for meaningful connection

C) Proof that video calling is superior to in-person meetings

D) A random example unrelated to the poem's central theme

8. The final stanza's rhetorical question suggests that the most important consideration is:

A) Whether technology makes us more human

B) How we actively choose to use technological tools

C) Whether the digital age should be completely rejected

D) Why people never stop talking in the modern world

9. The phrase "communities of the heart" (line 23) suggests that:

A) Online communities are always emotionally superior

B) Physical location is irrelevant to meaningful connections

C) Digital relationships can foster genuine emotional bonds

D) Artists only create content about love and emotion



10. The overall structure of this poem moves from:

A) Description to criticism to balanced reflection

B) Optimism to pessimism to despair

C) Abstract concepts to concrete examples to philosophical resolution

D) Personal experience to historical analysis to future prediction

Poem 2: "Sonnet of the City" (Sonnet)

Sonnet of the City

Within these walls of steel and glass I dwell,

Where concrete rivers flow with human streams,

And neon stars cast artificial gleams

On faces hurried past, with tales to tell.

The city breathes with rhythms that compel

Each citizen to chase their urgent dreams,

While overhead the traffic's chorus screams

Its mechanical and never-ending yell.

Yet in this maze of noise and steel I find

Small pockets where humanity survives:

A child's laugh echoing through market square,

Two lovers walking slowly, intertwined,

An old man feeding pigeons—life that thrives

In moments when the city learns to care.

1. This poem follows the traditional sonnet structure by:

A) Having exactly 14 lines with a clear volta (turn) after line 8

B) Using only modern language throughout

C) Focusing exclusively on urban themes

D) Avoiding all traditional poetic devices



2. The metaphor "concrete rivers flow with human streams" (line 2) suggests that:

A) The city has actual rivers running through it

B) People move through the city like water through natural channels

C) The streets are literally flooded

D) Humans and water are essentially the same

3. The personification of the city as something that "breathes" (line 5) creates the

impression that:

A) The city is literally alive and dangerous

B) Urban environments are organic and natural

C) The city has its own life force and rhythm

D) Breathing is difficult in polluted city air

4. The contrast between "neon stars" and natural stars emphasises:

A) That artificial light is brighter than natural light

B) The tension between artificial urban environment and natural world

C) That neon lights are more beautiful than real stars

D) The superiority of modern technology over nature

5. The volta (turn) in this sonnet occurs when:

A) The poet begins describing the noise and chaos

B) The focus shifts from the city's overwhelming aspects to its human moments

C) The rhyme scheme changes completely

D) The poet stops using metaphors

6. The phrase "traffic's chorus screams / Its mechanical and never-ending yell" uses sound

imagery to:

A) Celebrate the beauty of urban sounds

B) Demonstrate the harsh, relentless nature of city noise

C) Show that traffic creates musical harmony

D) Prove that machines can sing like humans



7. The three examples in the final tercet (child's laugh, lovers, old man with pigeons)

represent:

A) Different age groups found in cities

B) Random observations with no connection

C) Moments of genuine human connection that transcend urban alienation

D) Activities that are only possible in cities

8. The final line "In moments when the city learns to care" suggests that:

A) Cities are capable of learning and emotions

B) Urban environments can facilitate caring human interactions

C) The city literally has feelings

D) Caring only happens occasionally in cities

9. The rhyme scheme of the octave (first eight lines) serves to:

A) Create a sense of controlled structure within the chaos described

B) Make the poem easier to memorise

C) Prove the poet's technical skill

D) Distinguish this poem from free verse

10. The overall theme of this sonnet can best be described as:

A) Pure celebration of urban life

B) Complete condemnation of city living

C) Finding humanity and beauty within overwhelming urban complexity

D) A preference for rural over urban environments

Poem 3: "The Ballad of the Forgotten" (Ballad)

The Ballad of the Forgotten

In the shadows of the city streets,

Where the broken glass lies scattered,



Walk the souls that time defeats,

Whose dreams have long been shattered.

They carry stories in their eyes,

Of better days now faded,

When hope lived bright beneath blue skies,

Before their luck had traded.

The businessman steps quickly past,

His gaze fixed straight ahead,

While cardboard signs hold shadows fast

Where once walked hope instead.

But Sarah stops and kneels down low,

To meet an old man's stare,

Her smile begins to warm and glow

The cold December air.

She brings him soup and listens well

To tales of love long lost,

Each word a treasured oracle

Of lives by hardship crossed.

The forgotten are not truly gone,

Though invisible they seem,

They wait for hearts like Sarah's warm

To resurrect their dream.

1. The ballad form is particularly effective for this subject matter because it:

A) Makes the poem rhyme perfectly

B) Traditionally tells stories of common people and social issues

C) Is easier to write than other forms

D) Always has exactly six stanzas

2. The metaphor "souls that time defeats" (line 3) suggests that:



A) Time is literally fighting against people

B) These people have been worn down by life's circumstances over time

C) Time moves faster for homeless people

D) Souls can be physically defeated

3. The contrast between the businessman and Sarah serves to:

A) Show that all businesspeople are bad

B) Illustrate different responses to human suffering

C) Prove that women are more caring than men

D) Demonstrate the superiority of one profession over another

4. The phrase "cardboard signs hold shadows fast" (line 11) creates an image that:

A) Shows how cardboard can physically trap shadows

B) Suggests that the homeless are trapped in their dark circumstances

C) Indicates that the signs are placed in shady areas

D) Demonstrates the physical properties of cardboard

5. The transformation from "cold December air" to warmth through Sarah's smile

demonstrates:

A) That smiles can change the weather

B) The power of human compassion to create emotional warmth

C) That December is always cold

D) The importance of seasonal change

6. The description of the old man's words as "treasured oracle" (line 19) suggests that:

A) He can predict the future

B) His life experiences contain valuable wisdom

C) He speaks in riddles

D) Sarah collects valuable objects

7. The repetition of "forgotten" in the title and final stanza creates emphasis on:

A) The poet's limited vocabulary

B) The central theme of society's neglect of vulnerable people



C) The importance of memory

D) The structure of ballad form

8. The progression from "broken glass" to "warm glow" represents:

A) A movement from destruction to healing through human connection

B) The changing weather throughout the day

C) The improvement in street cleaning services

D) Sarah's preference for warm colours

9. The final stanza's message about "hearts like Sarah's warm" implies that:

A) Only people named Sarah can help

B) Compassionate individuals have the power to restore dignity and hope

C) Warm hearts are physically different

D) Dreams can literally be resurrected

10. The ballad's ABAB rhyme scheme and narrative structure work together to:

A) Make the poem difficult to understand

B) Create a memorable, song-like quality that emphasises the story's moral message

C) Prove the poet's technical expertise

D) Distinguish it from all other poem types

Poem 4: "Fragments" (Free Verse)

Fragments

Memory

comes in pieces—

incomplete

jagged

sharp.



My grandmother's hands

folding paper cranes

while the radio whispered

news of distant wars.

The smell of jasmine

caught

between fence slats,

summer evenings

stretched

like taffy.

Then—

silence.

The spaces where

words should be

but aren't.

I try to piece together

the mosaic of before:

her voice

her laugh

her stories

But the fragments

resist alignment.

Perhaps this is how

love survives—

not in perfect preservation

but in broken

beautiful

irreplaceable

pieces.

1. The visual arrangement of words on the page (spacing and indentation) serves to:



A) Make the poem look more artistic

B) Reflect the fragmented, scattered nature of memory

C) Save space on the page

D) Follow traditional free verse rules

2. The single-word line "Then—" followed by "silence" creates:

A) A dramatic pause that mirrors the emotional impact of loss

B) A mistake in line formatting

C) An opportunity for the reader to rest

D) A transition to a completely different topic

3. The metaphor comparing memory to a "mosaic" suggests that:

A) Memories are always colourful

B) Complete recollection requires assembling many small pieces

C) Art is more important than memory

D) Mosaics are easier to create than poems

4. The progression from concrete images (hands, radio, jasmine) to abstract concepts

(silence, spaces) represents:

A) The poet's inability to think clearly

B) A movement from vivid memories to the gaps left by loss

C) The superiority of concrete over abstract thinking

D) A random arrangement of different ideas

5. The simile "summer evenings / stretched / like taffy" creates a sense of:

A) The sweetness and malleability of cherished time

B) The difficulty of remembering summer

C) The poet's love of candy

D) The physical properties of taffy

6. The phrase "fragments resist alignment" personifies memory to suggest:

A) That memories are deliberately disobedient

B) The frustrating impossibility of reconstructing the past perfectly



C) That alignment is unimportant

D) The power struggle between poet and memory

7. The final stanza's conclusion about how "love survives" provides:

A) A pessimistic view of love's fragility

B) An optimistic reframe that finds beauty in imperfection

C) Instructions for preserving love

D) A scientific explanation of love's survival

8. The repetition of single words on separate lines throughout the poem:

A) Shows the poet's preference for short words

B) Emphasises the isolation and significance of individual memories

C) Makes the poem easier to read aloud

D) Follows free verse requirements

9. The sensory details (smell of jasmine, radio whispers) function to:

A) Make the memories feel vivid and authentic

B) Provide unnecessary decoration

C) Prove the poet's observational skills

D) Fill space in the poem

10. The poem's structure—moving from description to reflection to resolution—mirrors:

A) The chronological order of events

B) The emotional journey of processing grief and finding meaning

C) The alphabet order of memories

D) The physical process of building a mosaic

[Poems 5-10 would continue here with the same detailed format, covering:]

Poem 5: "The Weight of History" (Historical theme)

Poem 6: "Ocean's Lament" (Environmental theme)



Poem 7: "Mirror, Mirror" (Personal reflection)

Poem 8: "The Space Between Words" (Contemporary)

Poem 9: "Seasons of Change" (Nature theme)

Poem 10: "The Immigrant's Song" (Social issues)

Section 2: Prose Passages

Passage 1: "The Lighthouse Keeper's Daughter"

The salt wind carved deep lines into Eleanor's face, each groove a testament to thirty years

spent watching over Beacon Point. From her kitchen window, she could see the lighthouse

where her father had worked before her, its red brick tower standing defiant against the grey

Atlantic sky. The light still turned every night, casting its ancient warning across the

treacherous rocks below, though now it was automated—no longer requiring the careful

tending that had defined her family's purpose for three generations.

She remembered the ritual of her childhood: climbing the spiral stairs each evening with her

father, the metal steps ringing beneath their feet like a funeral bell. At the top, they would

check the lens assembly, clean the great mirrors, and ignite the beacon that had guided

countless vessels safely to harbour. Her father's weathered hands moved with practised

precision, and he would tell her stories of ships saved and storms weathered, his voice mixing

with the constant whisper of wind through the lighthouse's iron frame.

"A lighthouse keeper," he would say, "is the guardian of the space between sea and sky,

between the known and unknown." Eleanor had understood, even as a child, that this wasn't

merely a job but a sacred trust. The lighthouse was more than a building; it was a promise

made manifest in light and stone.

Now, watching the automated beam sweep across the water with mechanical indifference,

Eleanor felt the weight of endings. The Coast Guard had offered to relocate her to the

mainland, to a comfortable cottage near the village where she could walk to shops and chat

with neighbours over garden fences. The lighthouse no longer needed her, they explained

gently, their voices carrying the patience reserved for the very old or very stubborn.



But they misunderstood the nature of her bond with this place. It wasn't the lighthouse that

needed her—it was she who needed the lighthouse. Here, in the constant conversation

between wind and wave, she could still hear her father's voice. Here, surrounded by the tools

and rhythms of a life lived in service to others' safety, she remained connected to something

larger than herself.

As evening approached, Eleanor climbed the familiar stairs once more. The automated light

would activate precisely at sunset, but she would be there to witness it, as her father had taught

her, as his father had taught him. Some traditions, she knew, survive not because they are

necessary, but because they are beautiful.

1. The description of Eleanor's face as carved by "salt wind" with "each groove a

testament" suggests that:

A) Eleanor is concerned about her appearance

B) The environment has physically marked her but also created a record of her dedication

C) Wind erosion is a serious problem at the lighthouse

D) Eleanor should move to a less windy location

2. The contrast between the lighthouse's past human operation and current automation

represents:

A) The superiority of modern technology

B) The loss of personal connection and meaning in modernisation

C) The inefficiency of human labour

D) The Coast Guard's poor decision-making

3. The simile comparing the metal steps to "a funeral bell" creates an atmosphere of:

A) Joy and celebration

B) Solemnity and foreboding about endings

C) Anger and frustration

D) Excitement and anticipation

4. The father's description of a lighthouse keeper as "guardian of the space between sea

and sky" emphasises:



A) The physical location of lighthouses

B) The mystical, almost spiritual nature of the role

C) The difficulty of the job

D) The need for good eyesight

5. Eleanor's refusal to relocate stems primarily from:

A) Fear of change

B) Dislike of village life

C) Her deep spiritual and emotional connection to the lighthouse and family tradition

D) Stubbornness and old age

6. The phrase "mechanical indifference" used to describe the automated beacon suggests:

A) That machines are unreliable

B) The absence of human care and emotional investment in the work

C) That the light is broken

D) Eleanor's preference for manual labour

7. The Coast Guard's offer is described with "voices carrying the patience reserved for the

very old or very stubborn," which reveals:

A) Their genuine care for Eleanor's wellbeing

B) Their condescending attitude and failure to understand her perspective

C) Their professional training in dealing with difficult people

D) Their frustration with bureaucratic procedures

8. Eleanor's realisation that "it wasn't the lighthouse that needed her—it was she who

needed the lighthouse" represents:

A) A moment of self-deception

B) A profound understanding of her relationship with place and purpose

C) Evidence of her deteriorating mental state

D) A simple reversal of expected logic

9. The "constant conversation between wind and wave" metaphor suggests that:

A) Eleanor is lonely and imagines voices



B) Natural sounds create a dialogue that connects her to her father's memory

C) The lighthouse has poor soundproofing

D) Eleanor prefers nature to human company

10. The final sentence about traditions surviving "not because they are necessary, but

because they are beautiful" suggests that:

A) Beauty is more important than practicality

B) Some human values transcend mere utility and deserve preservation

C) Traditions are always unnecessary

D) Eleanor is being impractical and romantic

[Prose Passages 2-10 would continue here with the same detailed format, including:]

Passage 2: "Shadows of the Past" (Historical fiction excerpt)

Passage 3: "The Gallery of Lost Dreams" (Atmospheric description)

Passage 4: "Between the Lines" (Literary metafiction)

Passage 5: "The Sound of Silence" (Character study)

Passage 6: "Echoes in the Mist" (Mystery/Gothic atmosphere)

Passage 7: "The Collector of Stories" (Narrative about storytelling)

Passage 8: "Fragments of Memory" (Stream of consciousness)

Passage 9: "The Language of Trees" (Nature writing)

Passage 10: "Crossroads" (Coming of age moment)

Answer Keys and Explanations

Section 1: Poetry Analysis Answers

Poem 1: "The Digital Age" - Answer Key



1. B) Lacks the permanence and substance of physical text

Explanation: The metaphor suggests that digital words lose their tangible, lasting quality when converted to
pixels, emphasising the transient nature of digital communication compared to physical writing.

2. B) Social media gradually reduces our ability to think deeply

Explanation: The metaphor of "small death" suggests that each mindless swipe through social media kills a
little bit of our capacity for genuine intellectual curiosity and deep thinking.

3. B) Present a balanced perspective by showing both negative and positive aspects

Explanation: The volta (turn) moves from criticising digital culture to acknowledging its benefits, creating a
balanced, nuanced view rather than a one-sided argument.

4. B) A tension between artificial content and authentic inquiry

Explanation: The juxtaposition contrasts manufactured, polished social media content with real intellectual
curiosity, highlighting the conflict between surface and depth.

5. C) Thoughtfully ambivalent, acknowledging both benefits and drawbacks

Explanation: The poet maintains a balanced tone throughout, neither completely condemning nor celebrating
technology, but thoughtfully examining its complex effects.

6. C) Pre-digital quiet had substance and significance that modern life lacks

Explanation: "Weight" suggests that silence once had substance and meaning, contrasting with the constant
noise and distraction of digital life.

7. B) A concrete illustration of technology's potential for meaningful connection

Explanation: This specific example demonstrates how technology can facilitate genuine human connection,
supporting the poem's balanced perspective.

8. B) How we actively choose to use technological tools

Explanation: The final stanza emphasises human agency and choice in navigating technology, suggesting that
the impact depends on how we use these tools.

9. C) Digital relationships can foster genuine emotional bonds

Explanation: "Communities of the heart" suggests that meaningful emotional connections can form online,
transcending physical limitations.



10. A) Description to criticism to balanced reflection

Explanation: The poem starts by describing digital life, moves to critique its negative aspects, then balances
this with positive examples before concluding with thoughtful reflection.

[Answer keys for Poems 2-10 would continue with the same detailed format...]

Section 2: Prose Passages Answers

Passage 1: "The Lighthouse Keeper's Daughter" - Answer Key

1. B) The environment has physically marked her but also created a record of her dedication

Explanation: The metaphor suggests that the harsh environment has both literally weathered her face and
symbolically documented her years of faithful service.

2. B) The loss of personal connection and meaning in modernisation

Explanation: The contrast between human tending and automated operation highlights how technological
advancement can eliminate the personal investment and meaning that come with human involvement.

3. B) Solemnity and foreboding about endings

Explanation: Funeral bells are associated with death and endings, creating an ominous atmosphere that
foreshadows the end of the lighthouse-keeping tradition.

4. B) The mystical, almost spiritual nature of the role

Explanation: Describing the keeper as guardian of liminal space (between sea/sky, known/unknown) elevates
the role beyond mere job to sacred calling.

5. C) Her deep spiritual and emotional connection to the lighthouse and family tradition

Explanation: Eleanor's refusal stems from her profound bond with the place and its meaning, not from fear or
stubbornness, as the passage makes clear through her internal reflections.

6. B) The absence of human care and emotional investment in the work

Explanation: "Mechanical indifference" contrasts with the loving care Eleanor and her father showed,
emphasising what's lost when automation replaces human involvement.



7. B) Their condescending attitude and failure to understand her perspective

Explanation: The description reveals how they patronise Eleanor, treating her concerns as the unreasonable
demands of age rather than valid feelings.

8. B) A profound understanding of her relationship with place and purpose

Explanation: This insight represents Eleanor's deep self-awareness about what gives her life meaning and
identity, showing sophisticated emotional intelligence.

9. B) Natural sounds create a dialogue that connects her to her father's memory

Explanation: The metaphor suggests that the natural environment maintains a connection to her father's
presence and memory through its ongoing "conversation."

10. B) Some human values transcend mere utility and deserve preservation

Explanation: This philosophical conclusion argues that traditions have value beyond practical function,
embodying beauty and meaning worth maintaining.

[Answer keys for Passages 2-10 would continue with the same detailed format...]

Literary Terminology Glossary

Alliteration
The repetition of initial consonant sounds in
neighbouring words.

Ambiguity
Language that can be interpreted in multiple ways,
creating layers of meaning.

Atmosphere
The emotional mood or feeling created by a text
through descriptive details.

Ballad

Metaphor
A direct comparison between two unlike things
without using "like" or "as".

Metre
The rhythmic structure of poetry, based on stressed
and unstressed syllables.

Motif
A recurring element or pattern that contributes to
the overall theme.

Narrative Voice



A narrative poem, often set to music, telling a story
in quatrains with ABAB rhyme scheme.

Characterisation
The methods an author uses to develop and reveal
character traits.

Consonance
The repetition of consonant sounds within or at the
end of words.

Diction
The author's choice of words and phrases, which
creates tone and meaning.

Enjambment
The continuation of a sentence beyond the end of a
line in poetry.

Free Verse
Poetry that doesn't follow traditional rhyme
schemes or metrical patterns.

Imagery
Vivid language that appeals to the senses to create
mental pictures.

Irony
A contrast between expectation and reality, often
used for effect.

Juxtaposition
Placing contrasting elements side by side to
highlight their differences.

The perspective and personality of the storyteller or
speaker.

Paradox
A statement that seems contradictory but reveals a
deeper truth.

Personification
Giving human characteristics to non-human things.

Simile
A comparison between two unlike things using
"like" or "as".

Sonnet
A 14-line poem with specific rhyme scheme, often
exploring a single theme.

Symbolism
Using objects, colours, or actions to represent
deeper meanings or ideas.

Syntax
The arrangement of words and phrases to create
well-formed sentences.

Theme
The central message or underlying meaning of a
literary work.

Volta
The "turn" or shift in thought or argument in a
poem, especially sonnets.

Congratulations!



You've completed the NAPLAN Poem & Prose Pack for Year 9.

Continue practising these analytical skills, and remember: the trickiest questions often have
the most rewarding answers when you apply careful, systematic thinking.
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