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Section 1:

#1 Strengths: Your introduction effectively establishes the contrast between modern childhood and
wilderness experiences. You've created a compelling case for why wilderness exposure matters in
today's digital world.

Weakness: Lack of concrete examples — Your opening paragraphs present abstract concepts without
specific scenarios that readers can visualise. Phrases like "authentic growth" and "unfiltered
encounters" would be more powerful with real-life examples. Young readers might struggle to connect
with these ideas without seeing them in action.

Exemplar: When a child enters the wilderness, they might need to pitch a tent during light rain, or
navigate using landmarks rather than GPS—experiences that teach real problem-solving no video
game can match.

#2 Strengths: Your paragraph on humility and respect effectively connects wilderness exposure to
moral development. The progression from experiencing awe to developing responsibility is
thoughtfully presented.

Weakness: Underdeveloped counter-argument — You briefly mention critics who worry about risks but
dismiss their concerns without fully addressing them. The phrase "this perspective fails to recognise"
doesn't acknowledge legitimate safety worries parents might have. A more balanced discussion would
strengthen your argument.

Exemplar: While some parents worry about wilderness risks, studies show that properly supervised
outdoor programs have excellent safety records, with injuries occurring less frequently than in many
organised sports.

#3 Strengths: Your conclusion powerfully summarises the transformative potential of wilderness
experiences. You effectively link personal development to broader societal needs.

Weakness: Missing practical applications — Your closing thoughts lack guidance on how to implement
these ideas. Phrases like "send them into the wild" and "beyond conventional education" leave readers
without clear next steps. Primary school students and parents need concrete suggestions they can act
upon.

Exemplar: Schools could partner with local bushwalking clubs to offer monthly day hikes, gradually
building children's skills before attempting overnight camping trips in Year 6.

m Your piece presents a passionate case for wilderness experiences, but could benefit from more
specific examples throughout. Consider adding short stories about real children who've benefited from



nature experiences to help readers connect emotionally with your ideas. Also, try balancing your
philosophical points with practical suggestions for how families and schools might implement these
experiences. You could mention accessible activities like neighbourhood nature scavenger hunts or
backyard camping as starting points. Additionally, acknowledging different levels of access to
wilderness areas would make your argument more inclusive—not all families can reach national parks
easily. The writing would also be more convincing if you included a few simple statistics about the
benefits of outdoor time for children. Finally, consider adding subheadings to organise your different
points, making it easier for young readers to follow your argument.

Score: 45/50

Section 2:

Should Children Experience the Wilderness for Character Development? In an age where children are
surrounded by instant gratification, constant digital stimulation, and an increasing detachment from the
natural world, the wilderness remains one of the last places where authentic growth is not only possible
but inevitable. Far from being merely a backdrop for recreation, nature functions as an active force in
shaping the moral, emotional, and psychological character of those who spend time within it. #1

For children, who are in the most formative years of development, engaging with the wilderness is not a
luxury or an escape—it is an essential educational experience. It offers lessons that no classroom, no
curriculum, and no digital tool can deliver. Through real challenges and unfiltered encounters, nature
shapes resilience, independence, confidence, humility, and responsibility—qualities that define true
character and are becoming increasingly scarce in modern childhood.

When a child enters the wilderness, they are exposed to an environment that is both beautiful and
indifferent. Nature does not adjust to their needs, it does not slow down to accommodate inexperience,
and it offers no shortcuts. If a child wishes to stay warm, they must build a shelter. If they are hungry,
they must prepare their own food, often under imperfect conditions. If they are tired, they must still
walk the next kilometre. These are not artificial simulations but real challenges with real consequences.
In confronting these moments of discomfort and difficulty, children begin to internalise a truth often
obscured in modern life: that growth is born not from ease, but from effort. They come to understand
that pain, frustration, and fatigue are not indicators of failure, but necessary ingredients of
perseverance. And through perseverance, resilience is born—not as a concept, but as a lived and
embodied strength.

The value of this kind of struggle cannot be overstated. Much of the current educational and parenting
culture is built around protection—keeping children safe, entertained, and emotionally cushioned from
adversity. While well-intentioned, this approach deprives them of the very experiences that develop
internal fortitude. A child who has never had to persist through physical fatigue or emotional



uncertainty may become intelligent, but not necessarily strong. In contrast, the wilderness asks children
to push beyond themselves. The trail does not end because they are tired. The storm does not wait for
them to be ready. In learning to respond to these situations, children develop not only grit but also
adaptability—a mental flexibility that will serve them in every domain of life, from academics to
relationships to leadership.

Equally significant is the way wilderness cultivates self-reliance. In most controlled environments,
children's decisions are mediated by adults. They are told what to do, when to do it, and how to behave.
In nature, those structures fall away. A child is often responsible for their own choices: reading a map,
deciding which path to take, managing their supplies, or helping others. In these moments, they are not
simply following directions—they are thinking critically, solving problems, and confronting the
consequences of their actions. Each successful decision, no matter how small, contributes to a growing
sense of confidence. Not the shallow, performative confidence that comes from praise or awards, but
the deep, internal conviction that they are capable. They begin to see themselves as competent and
trustworthy—qualities that cannot be handed to them, only discovered by them.

Alongside resilience and confidence, nature instils a profound sense of humility and respect. Children
raised in urban and suburban environments often experience nature in fragments—through curated
parks, filtered images, or structured activities. But when immersed in the wild—when they witness the
stillness of a forest at dawn, the quiet power of a river, or the scale of the stars—something shifts. They
come face to face with their own smallness, and in that encounter, they develop awe. This is not a
sentimental experience, but a moral one. Awe expands a child's understanding of their place in the
world. It teaches them that life is not only about consumption or control but about coexistence and care.
This leads naturally to responsibility. A child who sees the fragility of nature becomes more likely to
protect it. They learn that their actions—Ileaving rubbish, stepping off track, being careless with
fire—have consequences not only for themselves but for others, and for the landscape itself. #2

Critics often argue that wilderness experiences are too risky for children—that they may get lost, or
serverty [severely] injured. But this perspective fails to recognise] that risk, when well-managed, is not
a threat but a teacher. The absence of all challenge does not foster safety—it fosters fragility. When
children are never allowed to fail, to feel fear, or to face difficulty, they are denied the chance to grow.
They become dependent on structures, fearful of autonomy, and unequipped to handle the inevitable
uncertainties of adult life. In contrast, the challenges presented by the wilderness—when guided by
experienced mentors—are precisely the kind that children need. They are real enough to matter, but
safe enough to navigate. In doing so, children not only learn how to cope with discomfort but how to
interpret it as a necessary and even valuable part of becoming.

Furthermore, time in nature fosters social growth. Wilderness experiences often take place in groups,
requiring collaboration, communication, and mutual care. When children must work together to build a
camp, share supplies, or face a common difficulty, they develop empathy and collective responsibility.
They learn that their own success is often tied to the success of others. This interdependence stands in
stark contrast to the competitive, individualistic environments children are often immersed in, where
value is measured by personal achievement alone. In the wild, a child learns that leadership is not about



control, but about service and reliability—that character is defined not just by how well one performs,
but by how well one supports others.

To sum this text up, the wilderness is a dynamic, multi-dimensional classroom that teaches what no
traditional environment can: how to endure, how to adapt, how to care, and how to lead. It strips away
superficial concerns and reveals what lies beneath. It confronts children with reality, and through that
confrontation, allows them to discover who they are. These are not trivial lessons. In a world marked by
uncertainty, environmental degradation, and social fragmentation, we need a generation not only of
thinkers but of doers—individuals who possess the internal strength, clarity of values, and depth of
character to face the challenges ahead. That kind of development does not happen by chance. It
happens by experience. And the wilderness, in all its untamed honesty, remains one of the few places
where such experience is still possible. #3

If we are truly committed to raising children who are not only competent but compassionate, not only
informed but wise, we must go beyond conventional education. We must send them into the wild—not
to retreat from the world, but to discover their place within it. The wilderness teaches more than
survival; it reveals who we are, and more importantly, who we have the potential to become.



