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TERM 2 - 2025: HOLIDAY | Day 8  - Writing Homework | 10-Day Intensive Writing 

 

Section 1: 

#1 "Stepping off the ship for the first time, the air hit us like a hurricane entity – a thousand tiny 
daggers pricking and cutting our skin. Yet, the discomfort was instantly swept away by the sheer beauty 
of the hills. Towering icebergs, long patches of cerulean and white snow, reaching farther than the eye 
could see." 

Strengths: 

●​ Vivid sensory details that capture the intense cold and visual beauty 
●​ Effective contrast between physical discomfort and overwhelming beauty 

Tense consistency → Your writing shifts between past and present tense in this section. You begin with 
"hit" (past tense) but then use "reaching" (present participle). This creates confusion about when the 
experience occurred. 

Exemplar: The air hit us like a hurricane entity – a thousand tiny daggers pricking our skin. Yet, the 
discomfort was instantly swept away by the sheer beauty of the landscape. Towering icebergs and 
vast patches of cerulean and white snow reached farther than our eyes could see. 

#2 "We watched penguins, waddling like clumsy gentlemen in tuxedos, slide belly-first across the 
snow, their comical antics bringing gales of laughter from even our most stoic classmate." 

Strengths: 

●​ Delightful use of simile comparing penguins to "clumsy gentlemen in tuxedos" 
●​ Connects the wildlife observation to human emotions through classmates' reactions 

Sentence structure → This sentence contains too many ideas packed together. The multiple clauses 
make it difficult to follow your main point about the penguin observation. 

Exemplar: We watched penguins waddle like clumsy gentlemen in tuxedos. Their belly-slides across 
the snow brought gales of laughter from even our most stoic classmate. 

#3 "Antarctica left an image of itself on our souls. It wasn't just the breathtaking landscapes or the 
unique wildlife, it was the deep sense of connection to something ancient and powerful." 

Strengths: 

●​ Thoughtful reflection showing personal impact beyond just sightseeing 
●​ Effective use of abstract concepts (connection, ancient, powerful) to convey deeper meaning 

 



 

Vague language → Your reflection uses abstract terms without specific details that show how 
Antarctica affected you personally or what you learned from the experience. 

Exemplar: Antarctica carved itself into our souls. Beyond the breathtaking landscapes and unique 
wildlife, we felt a deep connection to Earth's history as we stood where few humans have ventured, 
humbled by three-kilometre-thick ice that has existed for millions of years. 

■ Your piece has wonderful descriptive language that brings Antarctica to life through vivid imagery 
and sensory details. The personal connection you feel to this special place shines through, especially in 
your descriptions of wildlife encounters and icy landscapes. To improve the substance of your writing, 
focus on developing a clearer structure with a stronger beginning and conclusion. Your opening 
paragraph could better establish why this journey was significant, perhaps mentioning what you hoped 
to learn or experience. Additionally, you could strengthen the educational aspects by including 1-2 
specific facts you learned about Antarctica's ecosystem or climate. The ending feels rushed with the 
Superman reference that doesn't connect well with your earlier reflections. Try expanding on how this 
experience changed your perspective or inspired future actions. Also, consider adding more about your 
interactions with classmates during this shared adventure to add depth to the human element of your 
story. 

 

Score: 43/50 

 

Section 2: 

A Journey to the End of the World: One for the Ices 

The biting wind still whispers tales of ice and silence, even days after our class returned from our 
incredible expedition to Antarctica. This wasn't just a school trip, it was a plunge into a world sculpted 
by nature's most formidable forces, a place with the breathtaking view of snowy mountain capped 
glaciers.. 

#1 Stepping off the ship for the first time, the air hit us like a hurricane entity – a thousand tiny daggers 
pricking and cutting our skin. Yet, the discomfort was instantly swept away by the sheer beauty of the 
hills [landscape]. Towering icebergs, long patches of cerulean and white snow, reaching [reached] 
farther than the eye could see. The silence was great, broken only by the creak of the ice and the distant 
cries of seabirds, a constant reminder of our location in the frozen desert's wilderness. Antarctica offers 
a unique blend of natural wonders, scientific research, and extreme environmental conditions. 

Our days were a kaleidoscope of incredible encounters. #2 We watched penguins, waddling like clumsy 
gentlemen in tuxedos, slide belly-first across the snow, their comical antics bringing gales of laughter 
from even our most stoic classmate [slide belly-first across the snow. Their comical antics brought 
gales of laughter from even our most stoic classmate]. Our guide, the formidable but kind Captain 



 

"Mac" MacDonald, with a beard as white as the glaciers themselves and eyes that held the wisdom of 
countless voyages, shared stories of his own Antarctic adventures, each one more captivating than the 
last. He taught us about the delicate balance of this ecosystem, urging us to respect every living creature 
and every crystal of ice. 

One afternoon, we kayaked through a maze of ice. The water was a mirror, reflecting the stark, majestic 
peaks above, and beneath the surface just when we didn't except it [when we least expected it,] the 
occasional water leopard [leopard seal] torpedoed up showering us with water. The sensation of gliding 
silently through that frozen world, surrounded by such immense natural power, was truly humbling. 

#3 Antarctica left an image of itself on our souls. It wasn't just the breathtaking landscapes or the 
unique wildlife, it was the deep sense of connection to something ancient and powerful [Antarctica 
carved itself into our souls. Beyond the breathtaking landscapes and unique wildlife, we felt a deep 
connection to Earth's history as we stood where few humans have ventured, humbled by the ancient ice 
formations]. We left with not only incredible memories but also a better understanding of our planet 
and our role in protecting its most fragile places. The journey to the bottom of the world and 
Superman's lair (which we were unable to find, but I did see a [an] iceberg shaped oddly similarly) was 
truly sensational. 

 


