Writing Feedback

Term 3 - 2025: Week 1 - Writing Homework | Year 5 Scholarship Specialisation

Section 1:

#1 - Opening paragraph: "The first clap of thunder hushed the onlookers as Felix woke, rubbing
slumber and bewilderment from his eyes. He was lying in a couple of cozy nooks in the town
square, where the vibrant stalls overflowing with color and aroma were usually occupied with
chuckles."

Strengths: Your opening creates an atmospheric setting with sensory details like "vibrant stalls
overflowing with colour and aroma." You've established an intriguing contrast between the usual
cheerful marketplace and the current stormy atmosphere.

Weakness: Unclear spatial description — The phrase "lying in a couple of cozy nooks" doesn't
make logical sense, as one person cannot lie in multiple locations simultaneously. Additionally,
"stalls...occupied with chuckles" creates confusion about whether the stalls themselves or the
people are chuckling.

Exemplar: Felix woke in a cozy nook beside the town square, rubbing slumber and
bewilderment from his eyes. The vibrant stalls that usually overflowed with colour, aroma, and
cheerful chatter now stood eerily quiet.

#2 - Animal communication scene: "Just then, a small voice was heard behind him. It was Pip,
the cranky sparrow who preferred to sit on Felix's shoulder. 'Felix! The animals need you!' Pip
fluttered around him in distressed circles."

Strengths: You've introduced Felix's special ability naturally through dialogue and shown Pip's
personality through the description "cranky sparrow." The urgency comes through clearly in Pip's
distressed behaviour.

Weakness: Passive voice construction — Using "a small voice was heard" creates distance
between the reader and the action. This passive construction weakens the immediacy of the
moment when active voice would be more engaging.

Exemplar: A small voice piped up behind him. Pip, the cranky sparrow who preferred to sit on
Felix's shoulder, fluttered around him in distressed circles. ""Felix! The animals need you!"

#3 - Resolution paragraph: "And as they strolled back into town paw-in-hand (or boy-in-dog,
more accurately), sunlight began breaking through once more—a promise of sunnier days yet to
come wrapped snugly around their hearts like an unbreakable tie of friends forevermore."



Strengths: Your ending brings hope and resolution with the imagery of sunlight breaking
through. The friendship theme is reinforced nicely with the walking together scene.

Weakness: Convoluted sentence structure — The parenthetical correction "(or boy-in-dog,
more accurately)" interrupts the flow awkwardly, and the final metaphor becomes tangled with
multiple comparisons layered together, making it difficult to follow.

Exemplar: As they strolled back into town together, sunlight began breaking through the
clouds once more—a promise that brighter days lay ahead, sealed by their unbreakable
friendship.

m Your piece demonstrates creativity and imagination in developing Felix's character and his
special gift. The story has a clear beginning, middle, and end with a satisfying rescue plot.
However, your writing would benefit from clearer, more direct sentences that don't confuse
readers. Also, some paragraphs contain ideas that could be separated for better flow.
Additionally, you should focus on making each sentence say exactly what you mean—avoid
phrases that don't make sense when read carefully. Your dialogue works well to show character
relationships, but the descriptive passages sometimes become unclear with too many ideas
packed together. Furthermore, checking each sentence to ensure it describes what actually
happens will strengthen your storytelling. You have good instincts for creating atmosphere and
showing friendship, which are important skills for any writer.

Overall Score: 44/50

Section 2:

#1 The first clap of thunder hushed the onlookers as Felix woke, rubbing slumber and
bewilderment from his eyes. He was lying #na—eeuple-efeezy [in a cosy]| neeks [nook] in the
town square, where the vibrant stalls overflowing with eeter [colour] and aroma were usually
oceupted-with—ehuektes [filled with cheerful chatter]. Today, however, the dark clouds lingered
over [overhead] like an enormous blanket ready to douse a flame.

#2 Felix Sun was no ordinary boy; he had something special—ntfty [the ability to communicate
with animals]. he-eotldeommunteate—with-antmats—And [Today,] teday—+n [in] the midst of the
stormy weather, as people rushed to seek shelter, Felix felt a tug at his heart. "Something's
wrong," he breathed to himself as he rubbed his eyes. He leaped up and shook off sleep.



#3 Just then, a—smal—vetee—was-heardbehind-him [a small voice piped up behind him]. It was
Pip, the cranky sparrow who preferred to sit on Felix's shoulder. "Felix! The animals need you!"
Pip fluttered around him in distressed circles.

"What has happened?" Felix asked, his forehead creasing with concern.
"It's Rumble the dog!" Pip tweeted in urgency. "He's stuck under that fallen tree by the old oak!"

Without hesitation, Felix dashed toward the oak tree that had stood tall for generations but now
lay partially uprooted by last night's fierce winds. As he approached, rain began to patter softly
against his cheeks—a gentle reminder of nature's fury.

Rumble whimpered beneath the heavy branches; fear glimmered in his big brown eyes as he
struggled against them. "Don't worry! I'm here!" Felix called out soothingly.

As thunder rumbled once more over them—but this time less ominous than before—Felix knelt
beside Rumble and stroked his head gently. "Stay still," he whispered in Rumble's ear as+-the

oot themsharedsomethstdetoke thatenbtheyhrew |reassuringly|.

With determination brewing inside him like hot chocolate on a winter day, Felix gazed about for
help but saw only raindrops racing each other down leaves. Then, an idea struck! Felix faeed
agatn [turned to] Rumble and issued the command firmly but kindly: "I need you to trust me."

With Pip urging him on from overhead, Felix closed his eyes and focused all his might on their
friendship—the warmth of friendship huddhng [wrapping] around them like sun peeping through
clouds after rains [rain]. In the [that] instant of bonding, something wondrous occurred: Rumble
seemed to relax completely under the thick canopy.

"Okay," Felix breathed as if speaking magic words spoken [meant] only for friends during dark
times.

They pulled together with all their might against the tree until finally... CRACK! The tree
creaked just wide enough apart for Rumble to wriggle out!

Joy exploded like firecrackers within Felix as Rumble sprang forward with grateful yips! The
storm outside was no longer so terrifying; even its thunder grew muftled and sounded almost like
applause rather than wrath.

"Thank you!" yeHed [barked] Rumble in excitement as his tail wagged so frantically that it
appeared close to taking off.



Felix smiled wide—his heart swelling with pride not just that he'd saved a friend but also that
they'd faced and conquered fears together under stormy skies—and learned that sometimes
storms bring surprise adventure [adventures] too!

And as they strolled back into town paw-in-hand—(er-bey-in-deg—mere-aeeurately) [together],
sunlight began breaking through once more—a promise of sunnier days yet to come wapped
smugly—around—their—hearts—tke—an—unbreakable—tie-offriends—forevermore [and friendship that

would last forever].



	Section 1: 
	Section 2: 

