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Section 1: 

#1 "The coffee shop buzzed quietly with muted chatter, the rhythmic clinking of ceramic mugs, and the 
hiss of the espresso machine blending into a soothing, familiar symphony. Luna sat in the corner, the 
steam from her untouched latte curling lazily into the air, just like the anxious thoughts swirling in her 
mind." 

Strengths: Your sensory descriptions create a vivid atmosphere. The parallel between the rising steam 
and Luna's anxious thoughts is clever visual imagery. 

Underdeveloped character motivation → Your introduction establishes Luna's anxiety but doesn't give 
readers enough context about why this presentation is so important to her. What specific stakes are 
involved? Consider adding details about her personal or professional motivations that would make 
readers more invested in her struggle. 

Exemplar: The coffee shop buzzed quietly with muted chatter, the rhythmic clinking of ceramic 
mugs, and the hiss of the espresso machine blending into a soothing, familiar symphony. Luna sat in 
the corner, the steam from her untouched latte curling lazily into the air, just like the anxious 
thoughts swirling in her mind. After five rejections and two years of developing her sustainability 
project, this presentation to potential investors was her last chance to prove her ideas weren't just 
dreams. 

#2 "Her fingers tapped nervously against the small, rusty table; each tap a gentle punctuation of her 
self-doubt. What if they don't like it? What if they think I'm not enough? She was a master at hiding her 
insecurities, a perfectionist who worked tirelessly to avoid failure at all costs." 

Strengths: Your physical manifestation of anxiety through finger tapping effectively shows rather than 
tells her emotional state. The internal questions feel authentic to someone experiencing pre-presentation 
nerves. 

Limited physical setting details → While you mention a "rusty table," your description of the physical 
space around Luna lacks specific details that would ground the reader more firmly in the scene. 
Consider expanding on the coffee shop environment to create a more complete picture. 

Exemplar: Her fingers tapped nervously against the small, rusty table tucked away in the shadowy 
corner where Luna always sat when needing to focus; each tap a gentle punctuation of her 
self-doubt. The bustling morning crowd and steamy windows created a barrier between her and the 
outside world, a temporary sanctuary where she could rehearse answers to her worst fears. What if 
they don't like it? What if they think I'm not enough? 

 



 

#3 "Just then, a voice—smooth, confident—cut through her thoughts. "Luna? You're up next, right?" It 
was Sarah from the recruitment company, standing at the counter, a warm smile spreading across her 
face. Sarah was everything Luna wasn't: open, outgoing, secure. But Sarah didn't seem to notice Luna's 
tight-lipped hesitation." 

Strengths: Your contrast between Sarah and Luna effectively highlights Luna's insecurities through 
characterisation. The interaction feels natural and creates a turning point in the narrative. 

Unclear relationship dynamics → You introduce Sarah as "from the recruitment company" but don't 
clarify her relationship to Luna or the presentation. This leaves readers confused about whether Sarah is 
evaluating Luna, supporting her, or simply an acquaintance. Establishing their connection would 
strengthen the emotional impact of Sarah's encouragement. 

Exemplar: Just then, a voice—smooth, confident—cut through her thoughts. "Luna? You're up next, 
right?" It was Sarah from the recruitment company, the mentor who'd believed in Luna's potential 
from their first meeting six months ago. Standing at the counter with a portfolio tucked under her 
arm, a warm smile spread across her face. Sarah was everything Luna wasn't: open, outgoing, 
secure. But after coaching Luna through countless practice sessions, Sarah didn't seem to notice 
Luna's tight-lipped hesitation. 

■ Your piece shows promising emotional depth through Luna's anxiety and self-doubt. The sensory 
details in the coffee shop setting create a strong atmosphere, but the narrative would benefit from 
clearer stakes. What specifically makes this presentation so important to Luna? Adding concrete details 
about what she stands to gain or lose would help readers connect more deeply with her struggle. Also, 
the relationship between Luna and Sarah needs more development to make their interaction more 
meaningful. Try adding a brief flashback or memory that shows their history together. Your ending 
provides a nice moment of hope, but consider extending it slightly to show how Luna physically 
responds to this newfound confidence – perhaps through a change in posture or a deep breath. This 
would make her transformation more visible to readers. 

 

Score: 40/50 

 

Section 2: 

The coffee shop buzzed quietly with muted chatter, the rhythmic clinking of ceramic mugs, and the hiss 
of the espresso machine blending into a soothing, familiar symphony. Luna sat in the corner, the steam 
from her untouched latte curling lazily into the air, just like the anxious thoughts swirling in her mind. 
She looked up at the clock, counting down the minutes until her meeting. It was almost time—almost 
time to deliver the presentation she had painstakingly prepared, to prove that her ideas were worthy. 
Nearly time for the words she'd practiced to have meaning. 



 

#2 Her fingers tapped nervously against the small, rusty table; each tap a gentle punctuation of her 
self-doubt. What if they don't like it? What if they think I'm not enough? She was a master at hiding her 
insecurities, a perfectionist who worked tirelessly to avoid failure at all costs. But today, the weight of 
her anxiety felt heavier than the polished laptop bag she clutched to her chest. 

The door chimed as a customer entered, the bright, fresh smell of cinnamon filling the air. Luna caught 
a glimpse of her own reflection in the glass door—her shoulders hunched, her brow furrowed. She 
didn't look like the confident professional she wanted to be. She looked like someone on the verge of 
disappearing. 

#3 Just then, a voice—smooth, confident—cut through her thoughts. "Luna? You're up next, right?" 

It was Sarah from the recruitment company, standing at the counter, a warm smile spreading across her 
face. Sarah was everything Luna wasn't: open, outgoing, secure. But Sarah didn't seem to notice Luna's 
tight-lipped hesitation. 

"Don't worry," Sarah said, squeezing Luna's shoulder. "You've got this." 

And for the first time in weeks, Luna believed it. The fear didn't vanish, but it started to shrink, nudged 
by the quiet courage Sarah had lent her. 

 


