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Section 1: 

#1 "Leo woke up on his twelfth birthday, a jolt of pure, unadulterated excitement coursing through him. 
Today was the day, the day that would forever alter the course of his life. For months, his friends had 
been counting down, their own powers already revealed and enthusiastically put to use. Leo was the 
last of their tight-knit group to turn twelve, the final puzzle piece in their collective superpower 
adventure." 

Strengths: Your opening effectively establishes the excitement and anticipation. The stakes are clearly 
established with Leo being the last of his friends to discover his power. 

Character motivation → Your protagonist's motivation lacks sufficient depth beyond simply wanting a 
superpower like his friends. Consider developing Leo's specific hopes or fears about what power he 
might receive. 

Leo woke up on his twelfth birthday, a jolt of pure, unadulterated excitement coursing through him. 
Today was the day he'd finally discover if he'd inherited his father's ability to control fire or his 
mother's gift of healing—powers that could help him finally stand out in his tight-knit group of 
super-friends. 

#2 "Confused and a little grossed out, Leo cautiously touched a wet washcloth to his stomach. Instantly, 
the dark, wiry hair returned, covering his belly in a furry carpet. He pulled the washcloth away, and like 
magic, the hair disappeared once more. This was it. This was his weird birthday superpower." 

Strengths: Your description of Leo testing his power creates a clear visual image. The contrast between 
expectation and reality is effectively portrayed through Leo's reactions. 

Emotional development → Leo's emotional reaction feels limited to surface disappointment without 
exploring deeper feelings. Consider expanding on his complex emotional state during this crucial 
moment of discovery. 

Confused and mortified, Leo stared at his reflection as he touched the wet washcloth to his stomach 
again. The dark, wiry hair returned instantly, covering his belly like a furry carpet. "This is it?" he 
whispered, his voice cracking with the weight of twelve years' worth of dreams crumbling around 
him. His chest tightened as he realised this bizarre ability might change how his mates saw him 
forever. 

#3 "A wave of disappointment washed over him, replacing the earlier buzz with a heavy sigh. This was 
not the life-changing power he had dreamed of. This was just… hairy." 

 



 

Strengths: Your conclusion effectively uses the contrast between expectation and reality. The final word 
"hairy" serves as a punchy ending that captures Leo's disappointment. 

Setting development → The story lacks sufficient details about the setting and how powers typically 
function in this world. Consider expanding on the worldbuilding to help readers understand why Leo's 
power is considered disappointing. 

A wave of disappointment washed over him, replacing the earlier buzz with a heavy sigh. In Cambell 
Town, where water-manipulation and super strength were celebrated with parades and special 
ceremonies at the town hall, what would they make of his bizarre hair-growing ability? This was not 
the life-changing power he had dreamed of showcasing at the annual Powers Festival next month. 
This was just... hairy. 

■ Your piece has a fantastic premise that immediately hooks the reader. The concept of children 
receiving superpowers on their twelfth birthday is creative and full of potential. However, your story 
would benefit from more development of Leo's emotional journey beyond his initial disappointment. 
Consider showing how Leo might grow to appreciate his unusual power or find unexpected uses for it. 
Also, the worldbuilding needs more details about how powers typically manifest and what makes some 
powers more desirable than others in this society. You could strengthen your piece by including a scene 
where Leo interacts with his friends or family about his new power, which would add depth to his 
character and the relationships in the story. Try exploring potential applications of Leo's strange 
ability—perhaps it might have unexpected benefits in certain situations. Additionally, consider 
developing a small conflict that Leo must resolve using his new power, showing readers that even 
seemingly useless abilities can be valuable. 

 

Overall score: 44/50 

 

Section 2: 

A Hairy Predicament 

Leo woke up on his twelfth birthday, a jolt of pure, unadulterated excitement coursing through him. 
Today was the day, the day that would forever alter the course of his life. For months, his friends had 
been counting down, their own powers already revealed and enthusiastically put to use. Leo was the 
last of their tight-knit group to turn twelve, the final puzzle piece in their collective superpower 
adventure. In Cambell Town, it was an unbreakable tradition: every citizen's twelfth birthday 
culminated in the discovery of an amazing, life-changing power. The air in the town was always thick 
with anticipation as each child approached their special day, wondering what incredible ability awaited 
them. 



 

Powers awaited! But first, a quick shower. He practically bounded into the bathroom, humming a 
jaunty tune as he stepped under the warm spray. As the water hit his stomach, a peculiar sensation 
began, a light tickle that quickly intensified. He looked down, his eyes widening in disbelief. Dark, 
wiry hair was sprouting across his belly, growing at an alarming, almost comical rate! It was thick, 
dense, and utterly shocking. Leo let out a high-pitched shriek, scrambling out of the shower as if the 
water itself had attacked him. He grabbed a towel, frantically drying himself off. To his astonishment, 
as his skin became completely dry, the bizarre hair receded just as quickly as it had appeared, vanishing 
completely as if it had never been there. 

#1 Confused and a little grossed out, Leo cautiously touched a wet washcloth to his stomach. Instantly, 
the dark, wiry hair returned, covering his belly in a furry carpet. He pulled the washcloth away, and like 
magic, the hair disappeared once more. This was it. This was his weird birthday superpower. He stared 
at his stomach, then at the innocent washcloth in his hand. He tried it again, dipping his finger in the 
sink and touching his stomach – poof, hair. He even, with a grimace, tried it over the toilet bowl – same 
result, instant stomach hair. Each time, the result was the same: contact with water meant an immediate, 
unwanted hair invasion. 

#2 "Great," he muttered, his earlier excitement deflating like a punctured balloon. "Just great. The most 
inconvenient superpower ever conceived." His grand plans for the day, particularly his 
much-anticipated birthday swim party, flashed through his mind and then promptly dissolved. How 
could he possibly go swimming when a dip in the pool would turn him into some kind of human 
badger? He imagined the looks, the gasps, the inevitable teasing. His friends, with their powers of 
flight, super speed, and telekinesis, would surely find his ability to grow stomach hair on demand less 
than impressive. #3 A wave of disappointment washed over him, replacing the earlier buzz with a 
heavy sigh. This was not the life-changing power he had dreamed of. This was just… hairy. 

 


