
Advanced Feature Article Writing
Discover how to elevate your articles with metaphor,

symbolism, and rich figurative language! Get ready for a

cinematic journey into deep, persuasive writing.



What Gives Articles Depth?

Feature articles with depth transcend mere reporting by

employing sophisticated structural, linguistic, and thematic

elements that create multiple layers of meaning.

Layered Structure

Organising information in tiers—

surface narrative supported by

analytical underpinnings and

thematic resonance.

Subtext & Implication

Creating spaces between what is

explicitly stated and what is implied,

inviting reader interpretation.

Metaphorical Bridges

Connecting concrete details to

abstract concepts through carefully

chosen figurative language.

Tonal Complexity

Deliberate shifts in tone that signal

transitions between different levels of

meaning or perspective.

Cognitive research shows: Readers retain information 40% better when it's

presented in layered structures that require active interpretation rather than

passive consumption.

Flat vs. Layered Writing: A Comparison

Surface Reporting Layered Feature Writing

The housing crisis has

affected many people in

London. House prices have

increased by 43% in five

years, making it difficult for

first-time buyers to enter

the market.

In Brixton, once the beating heart of working-

class London, the Victorian terraces stand like

sentinels of a vanishing era. "We're ghosts in

our own neighbourhood," whispers Eleanor, 82,

watching removal vans become as common as

the Caribbean grocers that once defined these

streets.

Elements of Depth in the Layered Example

Symbolic imagery: Houses as "sentinels" suggests protection but also warning

Implied narrative: Removal vans indicate displacement without explicitly stating it

Emotional resonance: Personal testimony creates empathetic connection

Cultural context: Reference to Caribbean heritage adds historical dimension

Sensory detail: "Whispers" creates intimacy and suggests suppressed voices



Why Metaphors & Symbolism Matter
Metaphors and symbols create resonance, provoke thought, and offer

greater engagement for readers. They link the abstract with the everyday,

bridging emotional and intellectual impact.

"Society is a garden—neglected, it withers."

By comparing society to something tangible like a garden, we:

Make complex social dynamics more understandable•

Create a memorable visual anchor for readers•

Establish emotional connection to abstract concepts•

Layer additional meaning through connotations (growth, care, seasons)•

Fun Fact!

Shakespeare invented over 1,700 words in the English language—imagine his

metaphor game!

Some words we use daily that Shakespeare created:

Bedazzled Swagger Lonely Generous

Archenemy Eyeball Negotiate Exposure

Great writers don't just use language—they reinvent it!



Spotting Figurative Language in Real Articles
Let's dissect published feature articles to identify how

professional writers employ figurative language to elevate

their work.

 When reading feature articles, look for language that:

Exemplars: Figurative Language in Journalism

Effect: The extended metaphor transforms an economic story into an emotional

narrative. The crisis becomes a monster, the bookshop a beacon of hope.

Effect: The quilt metaphor suggests the legislation is both fragmented and

inadequate, creating a tactile impression of an abstract concept.

Effect: The simile creates a visual image of evasiveness without directly accusing

the subject of lying, maintaining journalistic objectivity.

Metaphors — Create connections between abstract

concepts and concrete imagery

•

Similes — Explicitly compare unlike things to create vivid

impressions

•

Symbols — Use objects or actions that represent deeper

meanings

•

Personification — Attribute human characteristics to non-

human entities

•

Evokes strong emotional responses•

Creates unexpected connections•

Makes abstract concepts more concrete•

Heightens the impact of ordinary descriptions•

"As the financial crisis devoured  small businesses across the high street,

Martin's bookshop stood like an ancient lighthouse , weathered but unbowed,

still guiding the town's readers through stormy cultural seas ."

Personification Extended Metaphor

"The new legislation is a patchwork quilt , hastily stitched together from

remnants of previous policies, offering little real warmth to those who need it

most."

Metaphor Symbolism

"In the interview, her words danced around the truth like autumn leaves in the

wind  — never settling, never revealing the ground beneath."

Simile



Crafting with Allegory, Foreshadowing & Unreliable Narrators

Learn to employ these advanced narrative techniques to add

depth and intrigue to your feature articles:

Allegory

Create a story within a story where people, places, or events

represent abstract ideas or moral qualities. Your article works on

multiple levels of meaning simultaneously.

Foreshadowing

Plant subtle hints early in your article that anticipate later

developments. This creates cohesion and rewards attentive

readers with a satisfying sense of connection.

Unreliable Narration

Carefully introduce doubt or surprise through voices that readers

may question. This creates tension between what is presented

and what might be true.

Mini-Exemplar: The Icarus Allegory

Silicon Valley's newest unicorn, SkyReach Technologies, continued its

meteoric ascent last quarter. CEO Aaron Daedalus boasted of

"revolutionary heights" as the company's valuation soared past £10

billion despite having no viable revenue model. "Our wings are built of

sturdier stuff than our competitors," Daedalus told investors, dismissing

warnings about market volatility.

Meanwhile, internal documents obtained exclusively by this publication

reveal engineers have flagged "critical overheating issues" in the

company's core infrastructure—problems executives have repeatedly

downplayed as "minor technical challenges."

Techniques at Work:

Allegory: The entire piece mirrors the Icarus myth (flying too close to the

sun)

•

Symbolism: "wings," "ascent," "heights," "soared" reinforce flying metaphor•

Foreshadowing: "Overheating issues" suggests the company's eventual

downfall

•

Unreliable Narrator: CEO's confident claims contrast with internal

documents

•



The Cognitive Dissonance of Writing

The sophisticated writer recognises that resistance isn't mere

procrastination—it's a complex interplay of cognitive and

emotional processes that neuropsychologists identify as

"approach-avoidance conflict."

"The scariest moment is always just before you start." —

Stephen King, On Writing

The Resistance Triangle

Perfectionistic Ideation: The gap between imagined perfection and actual

execution

Identity Vulnerability: Fear that our work reflects our intrinsic worth

Cognitive Load: The mental taxation of maintaining multiple narrative elements

Metacognitive Strategy

When resistance appears, transform it into a productive metaphor. The very act of

crafting a symbol for your struggle creates the cognitive bridge needed to begin

writing.

"My literary threshold: precisely one cup

before genius..."

Preparation

(Avoidance)

Incubation

(Anxiety)

Illumination

(Breakthrough)

Verification

(Critical Editing)

The Wallas Model of Creativity (1926) reveals that procrastination

may actually be a necessary phase of creative incubation



Building Character and Plot in Non-Fiction
Non-fiction articles can have as much character development and tension as

fiction! Strong feature writing creates compelling narrative arcs with real-world

subjects.

When done effectively, readers invest emotionally while absorbing factual

information.

 Key Technique: Frame real events as scenes with sensory details, dialogue, and

transitions that highlight character growth.

Exemplar: Athlete's Journey

① The Setup

"Lin's crutches clicked against the hospital floor as she left the surgeon's office. 'Six

months minimum,' he had said. With Olympic trials just eight months away, the

mathematics of recovery felt crushing."

② Rising Action

"Three months in, Lin's physiotherapist winced as she pushed through pain. 'Most

athletes take it slower,' he cautioned. Lin merely nodded, her eyes fixed on the

calendar where she'd circled the trials in red."

③ Character Transformation

"Where once she measured success in medals and milliseconds, Lin now celebrated

small victories: walking without pain, jogging, then running. 'The injury taught me

patience,' she reflected."

Notice: The writer builds tension through time constraints, uses sensory details ("clicked against

the hospital floor"), and shows character growth through changed perspective—all while

reporting factual events.

Character Elements — Personal details, motivations, flaws, growth•

Plot Structure — Setup, conflict, rising action, climax, resolution•

Narrative Tension — Stakes, obstacles, uncertainties, revelations•

Emotional Journey — Internal transformation mirrored in external events•



Layering Meaning: Symbolism in Action
Skilled journalists embed symbols to create multiple layers of meaning and

resonance for readers familiar with cultural contexts.

The umbrella as protest symbol:

Symbols connect literal events to broader themes and historical contexts,

deepening reader engagement without explicit explanation.

Symbolism in Headlines & Leads

Analysis: "Wall" works on multiple levels—literal infrastructure and metaphorical divisions. Links local

issues to national border debates without explicit comparison.

Analysis: Coal mine symbolizes not just jobs but generational identity. Candles represent both

mourning and hope—creating tension between loss and renewal.

 Exercise: Identify & Interpret

Read this headline and identify the embedded symbol:

"Tech Giants' Walled Gardens  Face New Legislative Pruning"

What does it represent? What emotions does it evoke?

Practical: Protection from rain/pepper spray•

Visual shorthand: Represents entire movement•

Emotional resonance: Through repeated association•

Subtle references: Evades explicit political statements•

Headline: " Wall  Between Communities Grows Higher as Budget Talks Stall"

Physical/Political Symbol

Lead: "As the last coal mine  in the valley closed its gates yesterday, residents gathered with candles

despite the summer sunshine."

Industrial Symbol Light Symbol



Creating Your Own Metaphors: Techniques & Pitfalls

Crafting fresh, powerful metaphors requires a deliberate approach:

1 Start with the essence

Identify the core emotion, function, or quality you wish to convey

about your topic.

2 Brainstorm imagery

Generate unexpected connections. Think across domains: nature,

technology, art, science.

3 Test and refine

Evaluate your metaphor for clarity, subtlety, and impact. Does it reveal

a new perspective?

Common Pitfalls to Avoid:

Exemplar: Revising a Tired Metaphor

Original (Cliché):

"The economy was like a roller coaster, with ups and downs that made

investors feel sick."
 Overused metaphor that adds little insight

Revised (Fresh):

"The economy had become a sprawling coral reef—some sectors

bleaching under stress while others flourished in hidden crevices, all

existing in a fragile symbiosis."
 Creates a nuanced, multi-layered understanding

Why it works:

Beyond simple up/down binary

Environmental undertones

Suggests complexity

Elements of visibility/invisibility

Space for multiple interpretations

Key principle: The best metaphors reveal unexpected but meaningful connections

that deepen understanding rather than merely decorating your prose.

Overused comparisons•

Mixed metaphors•

Overly complex metaphors•

Insensitive comparisons•



Fun Fact! The Power of Unexpected Comparisons

Did you know? The phrase "the pen is mightier than the sword"

has inspired countless articles and authors throughout

history...

"The pen is mightier than the sword"

Yet this powerful metaphor comparing writing to warfare was

only coined in 1839 by Edward Bulwer-Lytton in his play

Richelieu; Or the Conspiracy.

Quick Challenge:

Spot and fix the tired metaphor in this example:

"The news hit him like a ton of bricks as he read the election

results."

Time for a Joke!

Fresh metaphors have the power to:

Surprise readers Create new insights

Stick in memory Evoke emotions

Remember: Great writing should refresh language, not

recycle it!

Why did the literary device get kicked out of class?

Because it kept taking things figuratively!



Analysing Literary Devices: Poetry & Prose
Journalists incorporate poetic devices into factual writing to:

Alliteration

Repetition of consonant sounds at

word beginnings: Creates rhythm,

emphasis, and memorability.

Onomatopoeia

Words that phonetically imitate

sounds: Enhances sensory

experience and immediacy.

Personification

Attributing human qualities to non-

human things: Creates emotional

connection and imagery.

Assonance

Repetition of vowel sounds: Adds

musical quality and strengthens

thematic connections.

Lead Comparison: Plain vs. Literary

Plain Lead

The storm hit the coastal town yesterday. It damaged many buildings. Residents

were forced to evacuate. Emergency services are working to restore power.

Literary Lead

The savage storm swept  through the sleepy seaside  settlement yesterday,

leaving wreckage where windows  once welcomed the morning light. Howling

winds  and crashing  waves pummelled  the promenade as residents scurried

to safety, while the town shuddered and sighed  beneath nature's onslaught.

Alliteration Onomatopoeia Personification

Analysis:

Notice how the literary version conveys the same factual information but creates a vivid, memorable

experience that engages readers emotionally—a crucial technique for feature articles.

Capture readers' attention with lyrical language•

Create memorable sensory experiences•

Establish rhythm and cadence that propels reading•

Elevate mundane subjects through artistic language•

Alliteration in "savage storm swept," "sleepy seaside" creates rhythmic flow•

Onomatopoeia in "howling," "crashing," "pummelled" brings the scene to life•

Personification in "town shuddered and sighed" evokes emotional response•



Imagery in Journalism: Make the Abstract Concrete
Powerful imagery transforms complex issues into digestible, emotional

experiences for readers.

 Remember: Your goal is to help readers feel the story, not just

understand it.

Best Practices for Impactful Imagery

"The right image can communicate more than a thousand words of explanation."

Sensory Details — Engage readers' senses to create immersive

experiences

•

Descriptive Metaphors — Clarify complex concepts through familiar

comparisons

•

Evocative Language — Choose words with emotional weight and
resonance

•

Visual Contrasts — Juxtapose imagery to heighten impact and
understanding

•

"Climate data remained abstract until journalists translated statistics into imagery: Arctic

ice caps shrinking to the size of Scotland each year , making the incomprehensible

suddenly visceral."

Descriptive Metaphors
Connect abstract concepts to everyday experiences.

Before: "Neural networks process data."

After: "Like ant colonies , neural networks solve

complex problems through simple, connected

parts."

Multiple Senses
Include sounds, textures, scents, and tastes.

"The protest was thunderous chanting , acrid

smoke , and sticky heat  of bodies united."

Abstract & Concrete
Link big ideas to tangible examples.

"Economic inequality: empty cupboards  in one

neighbourhood, overflowing trolleys  in another."

Memorable Moments
Create signature images that distill your story.

"A nurse stood on a desk, waters swirling around

her ankles , cradling newborn twins—an island of

care amidst disaster."



Staying Focused Under Pressure
Endurance tips for exams and timed articles that will help you

maintain quality writing even when time is short:

Before writing:

Break down the question into manageable components

Plan your structure before putting pen to paper

Allocate time for each section, including revision

During writing:

Start with your strongest points or most vivid imagery

Use figurative language purposefully, not decoratively

Create paragraph checkpoints to assess progress

Symbolic Checklist for Quick Reference:

Lightbulb: Include at least one fresh idea or perspective

Anchor: Ground your writing with key facts or evidence

Puzzle Piece: Ensure your paragraphs connect logically

Brain at 40 Minutes

5 minutes in

"I'm brilliant!"

20 minutes in

"This is harder than I

thought..."

40 minutes in

"What was I writing about

again?"

Remember: Your best writing often happens after pushing through the

mental fog!

My brain during timed writing:

"Are we done yet? I'd really like some biscuits."



Practice: Layered Analysis
Analyse this passage for its deeper layers of meaning:

Symbolism Allegory Foreshadowing Unreliable Narration

Annotation Exercise

Identify and analyse the literary elements in the passage:

1. Allegory Present?

What larger societal or human experience might this garden story

represent? Consider the conflict between tradition and progress.

2. Recurring Symbols

Identify at least three symbols in the text. What might the garden, roses, and

water represent beyond their literal meanings?

3. Unreliable Narration & Foreshadowing

Is there evidence of unreliable narration? What future events are being

subtly suggested?

Analysis Tip

Look for patterns in language and imagery. How do repeated elements (like

water imagery) create cohesion and deepen the meaning across the

passage?

Each morning, as the village clock struck six, Martha would unlock the

small wooden gate that separated her garden from the rest of the

world. The garden had been her sanctuary since the flood three

summers ago, when the river—once the lifeblood of the community—

had swallowed half the town without warning or apology.

She tended to her roses with particular care that morning. "Red ones

represent the past," she often told visitors, though few believed her

peculiar system of categorisation. The white roses, which she planted

along the eastern wall, remained her private symbol—one she never

explained to anyone.

The mayor had visited yesterday, his golden watch gleaming in the

afternoon sun as he spoke of progress and necessary sacrifices. "The

dam will protect us from future disasters," he had insisted, though

Martha noticed how his eyes never quite met hers when he

mentioned the compulsory purchase orders. That night, she dreamt of

water rising silently around her bed.



Bringing It Together: Drafting a Compelling Lead
Your opening paragraph sets the tone for your entire feature

article. It must captivate readers immediately and establish

the deeper meaning that will unfold.

 Remember: Your lead isn't just about facts—it's about

creating an emotional and intellectual framework for readers.

Practice Exercise

Transform a straightforward news event into a compelling feature lead using

symbols that naturally emerge from the scenario.

Compelling Lead Checklist

Evocative Image or Metaphor

Create a visual or conceptual

connection that resonates emotionally

and intellectually.

Symbol (Object or Action)

Introduce an element that carries

deeper meaning while appearing

natural in the narrative.

Strong Character Focus

Ground abstract ideas in human

experience through a compelling

character.

Subtle Literary Device

Use alliteration, rhythmic language, or

varied sentence structure for emphasis.

Exemplar Lead

"Dawn breaks over the railway station as Mei clutches her worn leather journal—the last gift

from her grandmother—against her chest. Like the trains that arrive and depart in

metronomic rhythm, her thoughts oscillate between the life she's leaving behind and the

uncertain future that beckons."

Consider your central theme — What deeper truth does

your article reveal?

•

Identify potential symbols — Which concrete objects could

represent your abstract ideas?

•

Layer your language — How can your word choices work

on multiple levels?

•



High-quality Model Exemplar

Feature Article Opening: "The Digital Tide"

The tide of technology 1  rises ceaselessly against our shores, reshaping the coastline of

human experience with each passing wave. In the quiet corners of Cambridge, Professor

Eleanor Wright watches this digital deluge  from behind spectacles that have witnessed

half a century of technological evolution. Her office—a lighthouse 2  of academic rigour

amidst the churning sea of information—stands cluttered with both weathered tomes and

gleaming devices.

"We are all unwitting sailors 3  now," she observes, fingers tracing the edge of her tablet.

"Navigating waters we've coloured ourselves , often without a proper compass." The irony

isn't lost on Wright, whose pioneering work on algorithmic ethics has both charted courses

and raised alarms about our digital journey.

Outside her window, students traverse the ancient harbour 2  of the university quadrangle,

their faces illuminated by the glow of screens—modern lanterns 2  guiding them through

their daily passage. Wright's latest research suggests these digital voyagers 3  may be

adrift in ways they scarcely comprehend.

Her newly published paper, "The Undertow Effect ," documents how beneath the

seemingly placid surface  of our technological dependence lurks a powerful current, subtly

altering our cognitive landscape and reshaping our social connections. "The water appears

calm," she writes, "but beneath the surface, entire ecosystems of human interaction are

being transformed."

Key Symbols & Metaphors
■ Extended Water Metaphor: Technology as an unstoppable

tide/force of nature

■ Lighthouse & Light: Knowledge, guidance, wisdom amid

chaos

■ Nautical Journey: Humans as sailors on a voyage

■ Depth Imagery: Surface appearance vs. hidden reality

Literary Devices
Alliteration: "digital deluge," "sailors now"

Personification: Technology "reshaping" experience

Juxtaposition: Ancient university vs. modern technology

Foreshadowing: "Undertow" suggests danger ahead

Your Challenge:

Identify how the recurring water metaphor creates cohesion

throughout the piece, connecting both the subject matter

(technology) and the setting (Cambridge).

How does the lighthouse symbol deepen the meaning beyond

simple navigation?


