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1. Introduction

1.1 Understanding the PSLE Oral Examination

The Primary School Leaving Examination (PSLE) Oral Examination is a crucial component of the
English language assessment in Singapore. It evaluates a student's ability to communicate
effectively through two main components: Reading Aloud and Stimulus-Based Conversation. The
oral examination aims to assess not just linguistic accuracy but also communicative competence—

the ability to convey meaning clearly and appropriately in different contexts.

Starting from 2025, the PSLE English Oral Examination will carry a higher weightage of 20% of
the overall English score (increased from the previous 15%). This change reflects the growing
emphasis on oral communication skills in education and highlights the importance of preparing

adequately for this component.

1.2 The Importance of Oral Communication Skills

Strong oral communication skills are essential not only for academic success but also for future
career prospects and personal development. The ability to express oneself clearly, listen actively,
and engage in meaningful conversations are valuable life skills that extend beyond the
examination hall. The PSLE oral examination provides an opportunity for students to develop and

demonstrate these important abilities.
Mastering oral communication at this stage helps students to:

¢ Build confidence in speaking publicly
e Develop critical thinking and quick response abilities
e Improve pronunciation and articulation

¢ Enhance overall language proficiency

Prepare for future academic and professional communication challenges



2. The 2025 PSLE Oral Format

2.1 Key Changes and Updates

The 2025 PSLE Oral Examination has undergone significant changes to better assess students'

communication abilities. Key updates include:

e Increased weightage: The oral component now accounts for 40 marks in total (up from 30
marks previously)

¢ Reading Aloud: Now worth 15 marks (increased from 10 marks)

e Stimulus-Based Conversation (SBC): Now worth 25 marks (increased from 20 marks)

¢ Thematic separation: Reading Aloud passages and SBC stimuli are no longer thematically
linked

¢ Reading preamble: Students will receive context information about the purpose, audience,
and tone for Reading Aloud passages

¢ Visual stimulus: SBC now uses photographs with minimal or no text (shifting away from

text-heavy posters)

2.2 Marking Criteria
Reading Aloud (15 marks) is assessed based on:

¢ Pronunciation and articulation: Correct pronunciation of words and clear articulation

Fluency: Reading at an appropriate pace with natural phrasing

e Expression: Using appropriate tone, stress, and intonation to convey meaning

Adaptability: Adjusting reading style based on the preamble information
Stimulus-Based Conversation (25 marks) is assessed based on:

e Content: Relevance, depth, and development of ideas

e Language: Accuracy, range of vocabulary, and grammatical structures

e Delivery: Clarity, fluency, and confidence in speaking

¢ Interaction: Ability to maintain a conversation and respond appropriately

e Analytical thinking: Ability to interpret visual stimuli and make connections to personal

experiences

2.3 Examination Structure
The oral examination follows this structure:

1. Preparation time: 5 minutes to review both the reading passage and visual stimulus
2. Reading Aloud: Approximately 2 minutes

3. Stimulus-Based Conversation: Approximately 8 minutes

The entire examination process takes about 15 minutes per student, preceded by the 5-minute

preparation period.



Examiner's Note: Students are assessed from the moment they enter the examination
room. Confidence, politeness, and appropriate body language all contribute to the overall

impression.

3. Reading Aloud Excellence

3.1 Understanding the Requirements

The Reading Aloud component assesses your ability to read a passage clearly, fluently, and
expressively. With the 2025 changes, you will be provided with a preamble that gives context

about:

e Purpose: Why the passage was written (to inform, persuade, entertain, etc.)
e Audience: Who the passage is intended for (children, general public, specific group)

e Tone: How the passage should be read (formal, enthusiastic, serious, etc.)

This contextual information is crucial as it guides how you should approach your reading. A
passage meant to entertain children would be read differently from one intended to inform adults

about a serious topic.

3.2 Preparation Strategies
Effective preparation during your 5-minute review time is essential:

1. Read the preamble carefully: Understand the context, purpose, audience, and required
tone

2. Skim the passage: Get an overall understanding of the content

3. Identify challenging words: Mark words you find difficult to pronounce

4. Note punctuation: Pay attention to full stops, commas, question marks, and exclamation
marks

5. Mark emphasis: Identify words or phrases that should be emphasised

6. Plan pauses: Decide where natural breathing points should occur

Sample Preamble:

This passage is from a speech to be delivered at an environmental awareness event for
secondary school students. The speaker aims to inspire young people to take action against

plastic pollution. The tone is passionate and motivational.



How this affects your reading: Read with enthusiasm and conviction, emphasising key
points, using a slightly louder voice for calls to action, and conveying concern when

discussing environmental impacts.

3.3 Pronunciation Mastery
Clear pronunciation is fundamental to effective reading aloud. Focus on these key areas:

Common Pronunciation Challenges

¢ End consonants: Pronounce all final consonants clearly (e.g., "last", not", "and")

e Consonant clusters: Articulate all consonants in clusters (e.g., "strength", "please", "sixth")

e The 'th' sound: Practise both voiced (/0/ as in "the") and voiceless (/6/ as in "think")
versions

e Long vs short vowels: Distinguish between long vowels (as in "seat") and short vowels (as

in "sit")
Strategies for Improving Pronunciation

¢ Create a personal list of commonly mispronounced words

¢ Listen to good models of English speech through audiobooks or educational videos
¢ Record yourself reading and compare with model pronunciation

e Practise difficult words in isolation before incorporating them into full sentences

e Use online dictionaries with audio pronunciation guides

Preparation Tip: Create flashcards with commonly mispronounced words. On one side,
write the word with syllables separated and stressed syllables underlined. On the other side,

write pronunciation notes or reminders.

3.4 Fluency Development

Reading fluency refers to the ability to read smoothly, at an appropriate pace, with natural phrasing

and without excessive hesitation.

Pace and Rhythm

Aim for a moderate, natural pace—neither too fast nor too slow. Reading too quickly can lead to

errors and unclear pronunciation, while reading too slowly may sound unnatural and disjointed.

Phrasing and Pauses
Group words into meaningful phrases and use appropriate pauses:

e Brief pauses at commas



e Longer pauses at full stops, question marks, and exclamation marks

e Natural pauses between logical thought groups

Fluency-Building Exercises

¢ Repeated readings: Read the same passage multiple times to build familiarity

¢ Chunk practice: Break passages into smaller phrases and practise reading each chunk
smoothly before connecting them

e Shadow reading: Read along with a recording of a fluent reader, matching their pace and
expression

¢ Gradual pace increase: Start reading slowly for accuracy, then gradually increase speed

while maintaining clarity

3.5 Expressive Reading Techniques

Expressive reading brings the text to life and demonstrates your understanding of its meaning and

purpose.
Key Elements of Expression

¢ Intonation: The rise and fall of your voice

Stress: Emphasis on important words or syllables

Volume: Adjusting loudness to match content and emotion

Tone: The feeling or attitude conveyed through your voice

e Pace variation: Slowing down for emphasis or speeding up for excitement

Matching Expression to Text Type

Different types of texts require different approaches to expression:

Narrative texts: Use different voices for dialogue, convey emotions, create suspense

Informational texts: Read clearly with appropriate emphasis on key facts and concepts

Persuasive texts: Use conviction and emphasis to highlight arguments and evidence

Instructional texts: Read clearly with pauses between steps or instructions

Expression Example:

"Do you REALLY believe that we can ignore this problem any longer?" (Rising intonation,
emphasis on "REALLY", conveys urgency and challenge)

"The small cat... slowly... crept towards the unsuspecting bird." (Decreased pace, lower

volume, creates suspense)

3.6 Common Challenges and Solutions



Challenge

Unfamiliar vocabulary

Running out of breath

Reading too quickly

Monotonous reading

Stumbling over words

Anxiety affecting

performance

Solution

Prepare a list of challenging words from past passages; practise

their pronunciation regularly

Practise breath control exercises; mark breathing points in the text

during preparation

Practise with a metronome; record yourself and listen for rushed

sections

Mark places for tonal variation; practise reading with exaggerated

expression then moderate

Slow down; practise reading complex phrases in isolation before

incorporating into full passage

Regular practice in front of others; breathing exercises before

reading; visualisation techniques

4. Stimulus-Based Conversation Mastery

4.1 Understanding Photograph Stimuli

The 2025 PSLE format shifts from text-heavy posters to photographs with minimal text. This

change requires students to develop strong visual analysis skills and the ability to interpret images

effectively.

Approaching the Visual Stimulus

When examining the photograph during your preparation time:

1. Observe details: Notice people, actions, settings, objects, and facial expressions

2. Identify themes: Determine possible themes such as environment, technology, community,

health, education

3. Make inferences: Consider what might be happening beyond what is directly shown

4. Connect personally: Think about how the image relates to your own experiences

5. Anticipate questions: Predict what types of questions might be asked about this image

Elements to Analyse in Photographs

e People: Number of people, ages, relationships, occupations, actions, emotions

e Setting: Location, time of day, weather, environment (urban, rural, indoor, outdoor)



e Actions: What activities are taking place? What might have happened before? What might
happen next?
¢ Objects: Important items in the image and their significance

e Atmosphere: Overall mood or feeling conveyed by the image

4.2 The RIPE Strategy for Response

The RIPE strategy is an effective approach to structuring your responses in the Stimulus-Based

Conversation:

R - Respond directly to the question first

I - Ilustrate with details from the photograph or personal experience

P - Provide personal opinions or reflections

E - Extend your answer with additional relevant points

Example of RIPE Strategy:
Question: "What do you think the people in the photograph are doing?"
Response:

Respond: "l think the people in the photograph are participating in a beach clean-up

activity.”

Hllustrate: "I can see several volunteers wearing gloves and carrying rubbish bags. They
appear to be picking up litter from the sand, and some are even wading into shallow water to

retrieve floating debris."

Provide opinion: "They seem very dedicated to their task, which shows their commitment to
protecting the environment. Their facial expressions show both concern about the pollution

and satisfaction in making a difference."

Extend: "Such community clean-up initiatives are becoming increasingly important as we
face growing environmental challenges. By working together, these volunteers are not only

improving the beach's appearance but also protecting marine life from harmful waste."

4.3 Question Types and Response Techniques

Understanding different question types will help you prepare appropriate responses:
1. Descriptive Questions

These ask you to describe what you see in the photograph.

Example: "What do you think the people in the photograph are doing?"



Response technique: Be detailed and specific in your observations. Describe actions, expressions,

and the setting. Use precise vocabulary and avoid vague terms.

2. Opinion-Based Questions
These ask for your thoughts, preferences, or judgements.
Example: "Do you think what they are doing is important? Why?"

Response technique: State your opinion clearly, then provide 2-3 reasons to support it. Use

phrases like "I believe," "In my opinion," or "I think." Always explain your reasoning.

3. Personal Experience Questions
These connect the stimulus to your own life experiences.
Example: "Have you ever participated in an activity like the one shown? Tell me about it."

Response technique: Share relevant personal stories with specific details about when, where, who
was involved, what happened, and how you felt. If you have no direct experience, discuss a similar

experience or what you would do if given the opportunity.

4. Hypothetical Questions
These ask you to imagine scenarios related to the stimulus.
Example: "If you could join these people, would you? Why or why not?"

Response technique: Consider both sides of the scenario, state your choice, and provide
thoughtful reasons for your decision. Use conditional language ("If I were to...") and explain your

thinking process.

5. Reflective Questions
These require deeper thinking about implications or lessons.
Example: "What can we learn from activities like the one shown in the photograph?"

Response technique: Discuss broader implications, values, or lessons. Connect to wider societal

issues or universal values. Consider multiple perspectives and longer-term impacts.

4.4 Incorporating Personal Experience

Personal experiences make your responses authentic and engaging. They demonstrate your ability

to connect the stimulus to real-life contexts.

Guidelines for Sharing Personal Experiences

e Be specific: Include details about when, where, who was involved, and what happened

e Be honest: Share genuine experiences rather than fabricated stories



e Be relevant: Ensure your experience connects clearly to the question or theme
¢ Be reflective: Explain what you learned or how you felt about the experience

¢ Be concise: Share enough details to make your point without excessive length

When You Lack Direct Experience
If you have not personally experienced something related to the stimulus:

e Share an indirect experience (something you observed or heard about)
e Discuss a similar or related experience
e Talk about what you know about the topic from other sources

e Explain what you would do or how you would feel if you were in that situation

Preparation Tip: Before the examination, reflect on your personal experiences related to
common PSLE themes: family, school, community service, environmental protection,
technology, hobbies, challenges, achievements, and friendships. Having these experiences

readily accessible will help you respond more confidently during the conversation.

4.5 Expanding Your Responses

Detailed, well-developed responses demonstrate your communication abilities and critical thinking

skills. Use these techniques to expand your answers effectively:

The SWI1H Approach
Expand your responses by addressing:

e Who: People involved or affected

¢ What: Actions, events, or situations

e When: Time, frequency, or duration

e Where: Location or setting

e Why: Reasons, motivations, or causes

e How: Methods, processes, or feelings

Elaboration Techniques

e Examples: "For instance..." or "One example is..."

e Comparisons: "This is similar to..." or "Unlike..."

Cause and effect: "This happens because..." or "This leads to..."

Advantages and disadvantages: "One benefit is..." or "A challenge might be...'

Different perspectives: "Some people might think... while others believe..."

Useful Connecting Phrases

Use these phrases to create coherent, flowing responses:



Adding information: "Additionally," "Furthermore," "Moreover"

Contrasting: "However," "On the other hand," "Despite this"

e Giving examples: "For instance," "To illustrate," "Such as"

Expressing opinions: "In my view," "I believe," "From my perspective"

Concluding: "In conclusion," "Overall," "To summarise"

4.6 Sample Responses with Analysis

Below are sample responses to common question types with analysis of their strengths:

Descriptive Question
Q: "What do you think is happening in this photograph?"

Stimulus: A group of students planting trees in a park

Sample Response:

"I think these students are participating in a tree-planting initiative in their community park.
They appear to be working in teams of two or three, with some digging holes while others are
carefully placing young saplings into the ground. Their faces show concentration and
enthusiasm, suggesting they're enjoying the activity despite the physical effort involved. In
the background, I can see what looks like a teacher or community leader guiding them
through the process. The students are wearing school uniforms, which indicates this might be
a school-organised environmental project. They seem to be planting several trees along what

appears to be a newly developed section of the park."

Analysis: This response effectively describes multiple details from the photograph (people,
actions, expressions, setting). It includes reasonable inferences about the context while
remaining grounded in observable details. The language is precise ("saplings" instead of just

"plants"), and the response is well-structured with a natural flow.

Opinion-Based Question

Q: "Do you think activities like these are important for students? Why?"

Sample Response:

"Yes, I strongly believe that tree-planting and other environmental activities are extremely
important for students. Firstly, they provide hands-on learning about environmental
conservation, allowing students to understand ecological concepts not just theoretically but
through practical experience. This kind of experiential learning often makes a deeper

impression than classroom lessons alone.



Secondly, these activities foster teamwork and cooperation as students must work together to
complete tasks efficiently. I can see in the photograph that students are helping each other,

which develops important social skills.

Lastly, participating in community improvement projects gives students a sense of
responsibility and accomplishment. When they walk past the trees they've planted in the
future years, they'll feel pride in their contribution to the environment and community. This

encourages long-term environmental stewardship and civic engagement."

Analysis: This response clearly states an opinion and provides three well-developed reasons
to support it. Each point is explained thoroughly with connections to both the photograph and
broader benefits. The response uses formal language and connecting words ("firstly,"

"secondly," "lastly") to organise ideas logically.

Personal Experience Question

Q: "Have you ever participated in an environmental project like the one shown? Tell me about

your experience."”

Sample Response:

"Yes, I have participated in an environmental project similar to this. Last year, my school
organised a coastal clean-up at East Coast Park as part of Earth Day celebrations. Around
thirty students from my level, including myself, spent a Saturday morning collecting litter

from the beach and surrounding areas.

We were divided into small groups and equipped with gloves, tongs, and biodegradable
rubbish bags. My group was responsible for a 200-metre stretch of beach, and I was surprised
by the amount of plastic waste we found buried in the sand—everything from straws and

bottle caps to food wrappers.

The experience was both eye-opening and rewarding. Eye-opening because I realised how
much pollution affects our local beaches, and rewarding because by the end of the three-hour
session, we had collected over 15 bags of rubbish. What made the experience especially
meaningful was seeing the immediate difference our efforts made—the beach looked

noticeably cleaner.

This experience changed my habits regarding single-use plastics. Now I always bring my
own water bottle and reusable straw when going out. I also developed a greater appreciation

for our public spaces and the effort required to maintain them."

Analysis: This response shares a specific, relevant personal experience with clear details

(when, where, who, what). It includes both factual information and personal reflections on



the impact of the experience. The answer demonstrates how the experience led to personal

growth and behavioural change, showing depth of thought.

5. Practice Techniques and Resources

5.1 Effective Practice Methods

Regular, focused practice is essential for developing oral communication skills. Implement these

practice methods for optimal improvement:

Reading Aloud Practice

¢ Daily reading routine: Set aside 10-15 minutes each day for reading aloud practice

e Varied text types: Practice with different genres (narratives, informational texts, speeches,
etc.)

¢ Progressive difficulty: Begin with simpler passages and gradually increase complexity

¢ Focused practice: Dedicate sessions to specific skills (pronunciation, pacing, expression)

e Simulated exam conditions: Practice with 5-minute preparation time followed by reading

Stimulus-Based Conversation Practice

e Image analysis: Regularly practice describing and analysing photographs
¢ Response preparation: Practice generating responses to common question types
e Mock conversations: Role-play with parents, teachers, or classmates

o Topic exploration: Research and discuss common themes (environment, technology, etc.)

Experience inventory: Build a mental catalogue of personal experiences to reference

5.2 Practice Exercises

Reading Aloud Exercises

1. Tongue twisters: Practice difficult sound combinations (e.g., "She sells seashells by the
seashore")

2. Punctuation pauses: Read a passage focusing exclusively on appropriate pauses for
punctuation

3. Speed control: Read the same passage at different speeds to find the optimal pace

4. Tone variation: Read the same passage in different tones (excited, serious, worried)

5. Mirror practice: Read while watching your facial expressions and articulation

Stimulus-Based Conversation Exercises

1. Photo description: Describe photographs in detail within 1 minute

2. Question generation: Look at a photograph and create 5 potential questions about it



3. Rapid response: Practice answering questions about photographs with minimal preparation
time

4. Theme preparation: For each common theme, prepare responses related to personal
experiences

5. Elaboration challenge: Take a simple response and expand it using the techniques

discussed

5.3 Recording and Self-Assessment
Recording your practice sessions is one of the most effective ways to improve:
Recording Tips

e Use a smartphone or tablet to record audio or video of your practice

Ensure good sound quality by reducing background noise

Record both individual practice and mock conversations

Label recordings with dates to track progress over time

Self-Assessment Checklist for Reading Aloud
O Are all words pronounced correctly?
O Is the reading pace appropriate—neither too fast nor too slow?
O Are pauses placed appropriately at punctuation marks?
O Is the tone appropriate for the passage's purpose and audience?
O Is there sufficient expression to maintain listener interest?
O Are emphasis and stress placed on appropriate words?
O Is the volume appropriate and consistent?

O Is the articulation clear throughout?

Self-Assessment Checklist for Stimulus-Based Conversation
O Do responses directly address the questions asked?
O Are ideas organised logically with clear structure?
O Are personal experiences incorporated relevantly?
O Is vocabulary varied and precise?
O Are responses sufficiently detailed and elaborated?
O Is grammar used accurately throughout?
O Is delivery fluent with minimal hesitation?

O Is the speaking pace appropriate?

6. Managing Oral Examination Anxiety




6.1 Preparation and Confidence Building

Anxiety is common during oral examinations but can be managed through proper preparation:

Building Confidence Through Preparation

Thorough practice: Familiarity with the format reduces uncertainty

Knowledge building: Research common themes and topics

Skill mastery: Focus on developing specific skills needed

Positive self-talk: Replace negative thoughts with encouraging statements

Visualisation: Imagine yourself performing successfully in the examination

Gradual Exposure
Gradually expose yourself to increasingly challenging speaking situations:

1. Practice reading aloud alone

2. Read to a supportive family member
3. Practice with a small group of friends
4. Participate in class presentations

5. Engage in mock examinations with unfamiliar teachers

6.2 Day-of-Examination Strategies

Implement these strategies to manage anxiety on the day of the examination:

Before the Examination

o Sufficient rest: Get a good night's sleep before the examination day
¢ Proper nutrition: Eat a balanced meal; avoid excessive caffeine or sugar
e Arrive early: Give yourself time to settle and mentally prepare

e Warm up: Do gentle vocal exercises to prepare your voice

Breathing exercises: Practice deep breathing to reduce physical symptoms of anxiety

During the Examination

e Focus on the task: Concentrate on the passage or stimulus rather than your anxiety
e Use preparation time effectively: Make notes and plan your approach

¢ Speak at a comfortable pace: Resist the urge to rush due to nervousness

¢ Recovery strategy: If you stumble, pause briefly, breathe, and continue

e Positive body language: Sit up straight, maintain appropriate eye contact

e Active listening: Focus carefully on questions asked during the conversation

Quick Anxiety Management: If you feel anxiety rising during the examination, try the 5-

4-3-2-1 grounding technique: Acknowledge 5 things you can see, 4 things you can touch, 3




things you can hear, 2 things you can smell, and 1 thing you can taste. This helps bring your

focus back to the present moment.

7. Final Checklist and Preparation Timeline

Use this timeline to structure your preparation in the weeks leading up to the PSLE oral

examination:

2-3 Months Before
O Familiarise yourself with the 2025 PSLE oral examination format and requirements
O Identify your strengths and areas for improvement in both components
O Create a practice schedule with regular sessions for both Reading Aloud and SBC
O Build a collection of practice materials (reading passages, photographs)

O Begin recording practice sessions for self-assessment

1-2 Months Before
O Intensify practice sessions to 3-4 times per week
O Focus on specific skills that need improvement
O Compile a list of commonly mispronounced words and practice them
O Research and prepare personal experiences related to common themes

O Participate in mock examinations with teachers or tutors

2-4 Weeks Before
O Practice under timed conditions that simulate the actual examination
O Refine your strategies for preparation time usage
O Review feedback from mock examinations and address remaining issues
O Practice with unfamiliar passages and stimuli to build adaptability

O Focus on confidence-building and anxiety management techniques

Final Week
O Maintain regular but moderate practice (avoid over-practicing)
O Review key strategies rather than learning new techniques
O Ensure adequate rest and maintain normal routines
O Visualise successful performance in the examination

O Prepare all necessary materials for examination day



Day Before
O Light review of strategies and key points
O Relax and engage in enjoyable activities
O Prepare examination attire and materials
O Get a good night's sleep

O Set multiple alarms to ensure punctual arrival

8. Conclusion

Excellence in the PSLE oral examination is achievable through understanding the requirements,
developing specific skills, and consistent practice. The 2025 format changes emphasise the

growing importance of oral communication skills in education and future careers.

Remember that the purpose of this examination is not just to assess your language abilities but also
to develop valuable communication skills that will serve you throughout your life. Approach your
preparation with this broader perspective—you are building capabilities that extend far beyond the

examination hall.

By mastering both reading aloud techniques and stimulus-based conversation strategies, you
demonstrate not only linguistic competence but also critical thinking, empathy, and the ability to
express yourself clearly and confidently. These are invaluable skills in our increasingly connected

and communicative world.

As you prepare, maintain a balanced approach. While thorough preparation is essential, remember
that your personal experiences, thoughts, and perspectives are what make your responses unique
and engaging. The examiners are interested in hearing your authentic voice—delivered with

clarity, confidence, and appropriate expression.

With dedicated practice, thoughtful preparation, and the strategies outlined in this guide, you can

approach the PSLE oral examination with confidence and achieve your best performance.
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