
Writing Feedback 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
Term 3 - 2025: Week 2 - Writing Homework| Year 5 RW 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

Section 1 

#1: Opening tension sequence - "A rustle echoed through the dark room. Yoko leapt up and 
scanned his dark surroundings, his heart thundering against his ribs, drowning out the deafening 
silence." 

Strengths: Your piece creates immediate suspense with the mysterious rustle, and the physical 
description of Yoko's heart "thundering against his ribs" effectively shows his fear. 

Weakness: Contradictory sensory details → The phrase "drowning out the deafening silence" 
doesn't make logical sense because silence cannot be deafening if it's being drowned out by a 
thundering heart. This creates confusion for readers trying to understand the scene. 

Exemplar: His heart thundered against his ribs, the sound echoing in the oppressive silence. 

#2: Fire escape sequence - "Heart thudding. Feet pounding. Hands feeling. Flames licking 
closer. Yoko continued to randomly dash around the walls." 

Strengths: Your short, choppy sentences create urgency and panic, making readers feel Yoko's 
desperation. 

Weakness: Unclear spatial description → The phrase "randomly dash around the walls" makes 
it difficult to picture what Yoko is actually doing. Readers need clearer action to follow the 
escape sequence properly. 

Exemplar: Yoko frantically ran along each wall, pressing his palms against the surface 
searching for an exit. 

#3: Aunt's revelation - "'Oh,' she said, looking surprised, 'You got out? Well then, I suppose 
you'll go the hard way.'" 

Strengths: Your dialogue creates a shocking twist that completely changes how readers 
understand the story, and the aunt's casual tone contrasts brilliantly with the dangerous situation. 

Weakness: Insufficient character motivation → The aunt's actions and words suggest she 
deliberately trapped Yoko, but there's no explanation for why she would do this, leaving readers 
confused about her intentions. 

Exemplar: 'You weren't supposed to escape so easily,' she said with a cold smile. 'Now we'll 
have to try something more challenging.' 

 



 

■ Your piece shows strong instincts for building suspense and creating dramatic tension. The 
mystery element works well, and you've successfully made readers want to know what happens 
next. However, the story needs clearer explanations for key events. Additionally, some 
descriptions need to be more precise so readers can better visualise what's happening. Your 
dialogue effectively reveals character, but you could strengthen the story by giving clearer 
reasons for the aunt's behaviour. Also, work on making your action sequences easier to follow by 
describing movements more specifically. Furthermore, consider adding small details about the 
setting to help readers understand where Yoko is trapped. The ending suggests this might be 
some kind of test or punishment, but expanding on this would make the story more satisfying for 
readers. 

 

Overall Score: 39/50 

 

Section 2 

#1 A rustle echoed through the dark room. Yoko leapt up and scanned his dark surroundings, his 
heart thundering against his ribs, drowning out the deafening silence [the sound echoing in the 
oppressive quiet]. Nothing. Yoko sat down again, breathing hard. He had so many questions but 
no answers. How long had he been down in this murky silence? He had no idea. When would his 
aunt be back? Again, no idea. He stood back up and paced around the room, still thinking. No 
answers came. Irritated, he sat back down. The questions were useless in stifling his fear. 

#2 He heard a slight crackle. Spinning around, his heart caught in his throat as he saw the source 
of the sound. Fire. He turned to run, blindly feeling for the door. Heart thudding. Feet pounding. 
Hands feeling. Flames licking closer. Yoko continued to randomly dash around the walls [Yoko 
frantically searched along each wall, his palms pressed against the cold surface]. Hands feeling. 
Feeling. Still feeling. Suddenly, his hands thudded against a smooth, cold ball. The doorknob. He 
thrust his fingers around it and began to turn and pull. The flames were closer than ever. It 
reached out a fiery arm. Come, it hissed, Come…don't leave… 

#3 Yoko yanked the door open and raced out – right into his aunt. 

'Oh,' she said, looking surprised, 'You got out? Well then, I suppose you'll go the hard way.' ['You 
weren't supposed to escape so easily,' she said, her expression shifting from surprise to 
something more calculating. 'I suppose we'll need to try a different approach.'] 
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