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Section 1: 

#1 "The bright invitation shimmered in the afternoon light, the bejeweled gems around the words 
"Welcome to Casey's Sleepover Party!" catching my eye. I clutched my overnight bag, my palms 
damp as they brushed the folded clothes inside." 

Strengths: Your opening creates immediate visual appeal with "shimmered" and "bejeweled 
gems," whilst effectively establishing the narrator's nervousness through physical details like 
"palms damp." 

Weakness: Inconsistent Point of View → Your piece shifts unexpectedly between different 
speakers without clear transitions. The line "Go. I'll pick you up tomorrow at 10 in the morning 
okay?" appears suddenly without identifying who is speaking, creating confusion for readers 
about whether this is Casey or a parent talking. 

Exemplar: "Mum squeezed my shoulder gently. 'Go on, love. I'll pick you up tomorrow at 10 
in the morning, okay?' she said, kissing my forehead." 

#2 "The afternoon passed quickly, full of games, cards, and plenty of talking. For dinner, we had 
pasta with creamy napoleon sauce." 

Strengths: You effectively use time progression to move the story forward and include specific 
details like "creamy napoleon sauce" that make the scene feel authentic. 

Weakness: Lack of Descriptive Development → Your narrative rushes through important 
moments without exploring the character's emotions or reactions. The phrase "plenty of talking" 
tells readers what happened but doesn't show the experience or help them connect with the 
character's feelings during these activities. 

Exemplar: "We giggled over card games, sharing secrets about our favourite teachers, and I 
felt my earlier worries melting away with each laugh we shared." 

#3 "In the shadows, I saw something horrible. Something I never should have witnessed." 

Strengths: Your ending creates suspense and leaves readers curious about what the character 
discovered. 

Weakness: Vague Conclusion → Your story builds tension effectively but ends without 
providing enough concrete details for readers to understand what actually happened. The phrases 

 



 

"something horrible" and "never should have witnessed" are too general and don't give readers a 
satisfying resolution to the mystery you've created. 

Exemplar: "Through the darkness, I glimpsed two masked figures rifling through Casey's 
family's belongings, their whispered voices urgent and threatening." 

■ Your piece demonstrates strong instincts for creating atmosphere and tension, particularly in 
the later sections where you build suspense effectively. The progression from excitement to 
unease works well, and you show good understanding of how to use sensory details like sounds 
and physical sensations to engage readers. However, your narrative would benefit from more 
consistent character development and clearer scene transitions. Additionally, consider expanding 
on the emotional journey of your protagonist throughout the sleepover experience. You might 
also strengthen the middle sections by showing rather than telling what happens during the 
games and conversations. The ending, whilst intriguing, needs more specific details to give 
readers a complete picture of the climactic moment. Focus on developing each scene more fully 
rather than rushing through events, and ensure that dialogue is clearly attributed to speakers. 

 

Overall Score: 41/50 

 

Section 2: 

#1 The bright invitation shimmered in the afternoon light, the bejewelled gems around the words 
"Welcome to Casey's Sleepover Party!" catching my eye. I clutched my overnight bag, my palms 
damp as they brushed the folded clothes inside. I raised my hand to knock, hesitated, then took a 
deep breath and tapped the door. 

Footsteps approached, and Casey's smiling face appeared. "Fifi! Come in! I'm so excited! Are 
you?" she said, already running off. "Come see my figurines!" 

"Go. I'll pick you up tomorrow at 10 in the morning okay?" she said, kissing my forehead, 
"You're going to have a great time, Fifi." [Mum squeezed my shoulder gently. "Go on, love. I'll 
pick you up tomorrow at 10 in the morning, okay?" she said, kissing my forehead. "You're going 
to have a great time, Fifi."] 

I waved and followed Casey upstairs. 

#2 The afternoon passed quickly, full of games, cards, and plenty of talking. [The afternoon flew 
by as we played board games, dealt cards with theatrical flair, and chattered endlessly about 



 

everything from our favourite films to our most embarrassing moments.] For dinner, we had 
pasta with creamy napoleon [Napoletana] sauce. 

By ten o'clock, the house felt different. It was dim and shadowy, and the quiet seemed deeper. 
"Time for bed!" Casey called, sliding under her quilt. "You'll be sleeping next to me." 

I crawled into my sleeping bag, feeling its cool fabric on my legs. Soon Casey's breathing was 
soft and steady, but I lay awake, thinking of the Mr. Snuggles I'd left at home, embarrassed of 
him until I saw Casey with her own stuffed rabbit. I thought of my princess blankets, my own 
room. The clock ticked towards eleven, each click loud in my ears. 

A faint drip… drip… drip came from downstairs. A fly buzzed somewhere in the dark. The floor 
in the hallway creaked. 

Suddenly, there was a burst of noise from below - thuds, a clatter, a muffled voice. My heart 
raced. 

I slid out of my sleeping bag and crept to the stairs, each step groaning. At the bottom, I stopped. 

#3 In the shadows, I saw something horrible. Something I never should have witnessed. 
[Through the darkness, I glimpsed two masked figures rifling through Casey's family's 
belongings, their whispered voices urgent and threatening as they searched through drawers and 
cupboards.] 
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