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Section 1: 

#1 "Poised against the backdrop of an ever-shifting sky, an infantile sunflower began its journey as a 
tentative seedling, brittle yet determined. Through persistent daily rotations, it charted the arc of 
summer's progression." 

Strengths: Your opening creates a strong visual picture with "ever-shifting sky" and shows good use 
of contrast with "brittle yet determined." 

Weakness: Unclear meaning → The phrase "Through persistent daily rotations, it charted the arc 
of summer's progression" is confusing because seedlings don't actually rotate daily - this behaviour 
starts later when the flower develops. The connection between the sunflower's movement and 
charting summer's progression isn't clear to readers. 

Exemplar: Through weeks of steady growth, it marked the passing of summer's early days. 

#2 "Early June witnessed its precarious dance with uncertainty, leaves unfurling like questions into 
the warming air. By July, its stem had fortified into a living column, defiant against transient storms 
that bent but never broke its vertical ambition." 

Strengths: Your personification of June as a witness works well, and "leaves unfurling like 
questions" creates an interesting comparison. 

Weakness: Vague descriptions → The phrase "precarious dance with uncertainty" doesn't tell 
readers what specific challenges the sunflower faced. "Vertical ambition" is also unclear - readers 
won't understand what this means for a plant. 

Exemplar: Early June brought struggles with wind and rain, leaves unfurling cautiously into the 
warming air. 

#3 "By September, the once-attentive face had bowed into dignified tranquillity, its focus shifted 
from celestial pursuit to earthward contemplation. In its final days, the heavy seed-laden head 
became both memorial to summer's abundance and promise of future cycles." 

Strengths: Your ending brings the story full circle nicely, and "seed-laden head" accurately describes 
how sunflowers look at the end of their lifecycle. 

Weakness: Overly complex ideas → The phrases "celestial pursuit" and "earthward 
contemplation" make the sunflower sound like a philosopher rather than a plant. These abstract 
concepts are hard for readers to connect with the actual plant. 

 



 

Exemplar: By September, the heavy flower head had drooped downward, its focus shifted from 
following the sun to preparing its seeds. 

■ Your piece shows good understanding of how sunflowers grow through the seasons, and you've 
created a clear timeline from spring to autumn. The nature imagery works well throughout your 
writing. However, your piece would benefit from clearer, more direct descriptions that readers can 
easily understand. Many of your phrases are too abstract and don't help readers picture what's 
actually happening to the plant. Additionally, you could strengthen your writing by focusing on 
specific, concrete details about how the sunflower changes rather than using complex metaphors. 
Also, consider adding more precise information about what challenges sunflowers actually face as 
they grow. Furthermore, your transitions between paragraphs could be smoother to help readers 
follow the story more easily. 

 

Overall Score: 41/50 

 

Section 2: 

#1 Poised against the backdrop of an ever-shifting sky, an infantile sunflower began its journey as a 
tentative seedling, brittle yet determined. Through persistent daily rotations, it charted the arc of 
summer's progression. [Through weeks of steady growth, it marked summer's early progression.] 
Early June witnessed its precarious dance with uncertainty, leaves unfurling like questions into the 
warming air. By July, its stem had fortified into a living column, defiant against transient storms that 
bent but never broke its vertical ambition. As midsummer heat intensified, the coronet of yellow 
petals erupted—a silent explosion of accumulated potential. 

#2 At dawn, its dew-laden face tilted expectantly eastward, petals splayed like rays of captured 
sunshine. By midday, it stood sentinel, straight-backed against the cloudless expanse, casting a 
diminishing shadow that betrayed time's relentless advance. Evening transformed the bloom; no 
longer dominant but humble in silhouette, still faithfully tracing the sun's descent with soundless 
determination. 

#3 Each day's revolution brought subtle changes—a deeper gold at the core, a more pronounced 
curve to stem and leaf—paralleling the imperceptible shifts in the garden's ecosystem. August 
brought petite transformations: once-vibrant petals now whispered rather than shouted their 
presence, their edges crisping into delicate manuscripts of time's passage. 

By September, the once-attentive face had bowed into dignified tranquillity, its focus shifted from 
celestial pursuit to earthward contemplation. In its final days, the heavy seed-laden head became 



 

both memorial to summer's abundance and promise of future cycles—a perfect circularity achieved 
through apparent ending. 

 


