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1. Introduction to NAPLAN Vocabulary

Vocabulary is one of the most powerful tools for elevating NAPLAN writing
performance. The vocabulary criterion assesses "the range and precision of
language choices," and strategic word selection can significantly impact
your overall score.

@ Why This Pack Works

Official NAPLAN Alignment: Every word selected based on actual NAPLAN marking
guides

Strategic Selection: Words chosen for maximum impact on scoring criteria
Year-Level Appropriate: Progression from Years 3-9 developmental expectations
Genre Versatility: Words that work in both narrative and persuasive writing

British Spelling: Consistent with Australian educational standards

NAPLAN Vocabulary Criterion Impact on Other Criteria

The vocabulary criterion measures: Strong vocabulary also enhances:



» Range of language choices » Audience: Engages and affects

« Precision of word selection readers

« Enhancement of meaning/mood » Ideas: Precise expression of

« Natural and articulate use concepts

« Genre appropriateness  Character/Setting: Vivid descriptions

e Cohesion: Word associations and
flow

2. Understanding NAPLAN Vocabulary
Scoring Levels

score0  Symbols or Drawings Only

No discernible words or meaningful written content.

score1  \ery Short Script, Few Content Words

Basic content words only, very limited vocabulary range.

Examples: big, run, look, red, water, man

score2  Simple Words with Some Precise Choices

Mostly simple verbs, adjectives, nouns. May include 2-3 precise words and basic
figurative language.

Examples: beautiful, scream, grab, huge; "as big as a house"

score3  Precise Words and Effective Figurative Language

Clear use of precise vocabulary and some effective figurative language.




Examples: hissed, yanked, clutched, exhilarating; "lungs screamed for air"

score4  Sustained Precise Language

Consistent use of precise words that enhance meaning. Includes attitudinal, evaluative,
and technical vocabulary.

Examples: simpered, devout, aggressive, resuscitated

score5 Natural, Articulate, Genre-Matched Language

Wide range of precise, effective words used naturally. Includes sophisticated figurative
language and genre-appropriate choices.

Examples: alliteration, personification, colloquial dialogue; "the wind clutched at her hair"

3. Simple Words (Score 1-2) - Building
Foundations

Target: Years 3-5 students building basic vocabulary foundations. These words
form the base for more sophisticated language choices.

( (
Action Verbs Descriptive Adjectives
grabbed - seized quickly enormous - extremely large
rushed - moved with speed tiny - very small
whispered - spoke softly brilliant - very bright
stumbled - tripped clumsily freezing - extremely cold
grinned - smiled widely boiling - extremely hot
shivered - trembled from cold exhausted - very tired
clutched - held tightly starving - very hungry




sprinted - ran very fast l ancient - very old

\

( (
Feeling Words Sound Words
terrified - extremely frightened crashed - loud collision sound
delighted - very happy shrieked - high-pitched scream
furious - extremely angry thundered - deep, loud sound
amazed - very surprised splashed - water sound
confused - puzzled creaked - old wood sound
relieved - feeling better howled - wolf-like sound
ashamed - feeling guilty buzzed - insect sound
proud - feeling accomplished roared - lion-like sound

\ \

( (
Time and Place Simple Comparisons
suddenly - without warning like lightning - very fast
immediately - right away as quiet as a mouse - silent
meanwhile - at the same time bright as the sun - very bright
everywhere - in all places cold as ice - very cold
nowhere - not anywhere hard as rock - very solid
eventually - finally soft as silk - very smooth
instantly - at once quick as a flash - very fast
recently - not long ago dark as night - very dark

\ \

Usage Strategy for Simple Words

X Basic Version: Enhanced Version:
"The dog ran to the house. It was big and "The enormous dog sprinted towards the
dark." ancient house. It loomed dark as night against
the brilliant sky."

4. Common Words (Score 2-3) - Building
Sophistication




Target: Years 4-6 students developing more sophisticated vocabulary. These

words demonstrate growing language awareness and precision.

Character Development

determined - having firm purpose
courageous - brave and fearless
suspicious - having doubts
generous - willing to give
mischievous - playfully naughty
curious - eager to learn

stubborn - refusing to change
loyal - faithful and devoted
adventurous - seeking excitement

compassionate - showing kindness

Settings & Atmosphere
mysterious - full of secrets
peaceful - calm and quiet
threatening - menacing
spectacular - impressive sight
isolated - alone and remote
bustling - busy and active
abandoned - left empty
magnificent - splendid
treacherous - dangerous

enchanting - charming

Narrative Flow

consequently - as a result
nevertheless - however
furthermore - in addition
obviously - clearly
unfortunately - sadly
surprisingly - unexpectedly
particularly - especially

apparently - it seems that

Advanced Actions

investigated - examined carefully
discovered - found unexpectedly
approached - came closer to
hesitated - paused uncertainly
interrupted - broke into conversation
accompanied - went along with
concentrated - focused attention
recognised - identified someone
encouraged - gave support to

demonstrated - showed clearly

Precise Emotions

bewildered - completely confused
triumphant - celebrating victory
devastated - deeply upset
exhilarated - extremely excited
apprehensive - worried about future
disgusted - feeling sick at
embarrassed - feeling awkward
fascinated - extremely interested
overwhelmed - unable to cope

humiliated - deeply shamed

Advanced Descriptions

extraordinary - very unusual
sophisticated - complex
remarkable - worthy of attention
devastating - causing great damage
incredible - hard to believe
magnificent - impressive
vulnerable - easily hurt

precious - very valuable



undoubtedly - certainly reliable - trustworthy

absolutely - completely essential - absolutely necessary

Usage Strategy for Common Words

X Simple Version: Enhanced Version:
"Sarah was scared when she heard the noise. "Sarah was bewildered when she heard the
She walked to the door."” mysterious sound. Apprehensive, she

approached the door hesitantly."

Persuasive Writing Application:

"Schools undoubtedly need more funding. Consequently, students would have access to
extraordinary resources that are absolutely essential for their education."

5. Difficult Words (Score 3-4) -
Demonstrating Precision

Target: Years 5-7 students showing sophisticated language control. These
words demonstrate precision and enhance meaning significantly.

Sophisticated Actions Technical Descriptions
contemplated - thought deeply about crystalline - clear like crystal
scrutinised - examined closely luminous - giving off light
manoeuvred - moved skilfully viscous - thick and sticky
persevered - continued despite difficulty turbulent - violently disturbed
anticipated - expected beforehand translucent - allowing light through
accumulated - gathered together iridescent - showing rainbow colours
manipulated - controlled cleverly aromatic - having a pleasant smell
negotiated - found a way through caustic - able to burn

collaborated - worked together resilient - able to recover quickly

deteriorated - became worse conducive - helping to bring about



Complex Emotions

melancholy - thoughtful sadness
euphoric - extremely happy
nostalgic - longing for the past
contemptuous - showing scorn
vindicated - proved right
mortified - extremely embarrassed
exasperated - extremely annoyed
vindictive - seeking revenge
appalled - horrified

revitalised - given new energy

Academic Language

comprehensive - complete and thorough

significant - important
substantial - considerable
fundamental - basic and essential
inevitable - certain to happen

predominant - most common

controversial - causing disagreement

feasible - possible to do
adequate - sufficient

crucial - extremely important

Atmospheric Words

ominous - suggesting evil

ethereal - otherworldly

foreboding - sense of coming doom
serene - calm and peaceful

sinister - evil and threatening
pristine - perfectly clean

desolate - empty and sad

opulent - luxuriously rich
treacherous - dangerous

sublime - of high spiritual worth

Persuasive Power

compelling - forcefully convincing
irrefutable - impossible to deny
paramount - of utmost importance
detrimental - causing harm
beneficial - producing good
imperative - vitally important
catastrophic - extremely harmful
advantageous - providing benefit
prosperous - successful

sustainable - able to continue

Usage Strategy for Difficult Words

X Common Version: Enhanced Version:

"The old building was scary. Tom was "The desolate building exuded an ominous
worried as he walked through the dark atmosphere. Tom was apprehensive as he
hallway." manoeuvred through the sinister corridor.”



Narrative Application: Persuasive Application:

"As she contemplated her predicament, the
luminous moon cast an ethereal glow across the
pristine landscape, creating an atmosphere both
serene and foreboding."”

"It is imperative that we address this
comprehensive issue. The evidence is
compelling and irrefutable - immediate action is
paramount to our sustainable future."

6. Challenging Words (Score 4-5) -
Mastery Level

Target: Years 7-9 students demonstrating sophisticated language mastery.
These words showcase exceptional vocabulary range and precision.

Psychological Depth Literary Sophistication

introspective - examining one's thoughts juxtaposition - contrasting elements

melancholic - feeling pensive sadness metaphorical - symbolically representing
enigmatic - mysteriously puzzling allegorical - containing hidden meaning
contemplative - thoughtfully reflective paradoxical - seemingly contradictory
euphoric - intensely happy nuanced - subtly different

vindictive - seeking revenge evocative - bringing strong feelings

ambivalent - having mixed feelings
empathetic - understanding others
resilient - mentally strong

tenacious - persistently determined

Advanced Atmosphere

clandestine - secret and hidden
ephemeral - lasting briefly
iridescent - rainbow-coloured
luminescent - softly glowing
tempestuous - stormy and turbulent
mellifluous - sweetly flowing
cacophonous - harshly noisy

ubiquitous - existing everywhere

eloquent - fluent and persuasive
poignant - deeply moving
provocative - causing strong reaction

compelling - powerfully convincing

Intellectual Precision

quintessential - most typical example
unprecedented - never done before
meticulous - extremely careful
ambiguous - having multiple meanings
pervasive - spreading throughout
inherent - naturally present
multifaceted - having many aspects

inadvertent - done without intention



ephemeral - short-lived

immutable - unchangeable

Sophisticated Actions
orchestrated - carefully arranged
perpetuated - caused to continue
circumnavigated - went around
substantiated - provided evidence for
extrapolated - extended beyond
synthesised - combined elements

capitulated - gave up resistance

transcended - went beyond limits

epitomised - perfectly represented

metamorphosed - transformed completely

comprehensive - complete and detailed

categorical - absolute and definite

Persuasive Mastery

incontrovertible - impossible to dispute
indispensable - absolutely necessary
unequivocal - leaving no doubt
exemplary - serving as model
transformative - causing change
revolutionary - radically new
consequential - having important results
instrumental - serving as means

pivotal - of crucial importance

groundbreaking - innovative

Usage Strategy for Challenging Words

Key Principle: Use challenging words naturally and precisely - never force them. One perfectly
placed challenging word is more effective than several awkwardly inserted ones.

X Forced Usage: Natural Integration:
"Tom felt melancholic as he walked through
the familiar streets. The evening light was
ephemeral, casting long shadows that
seemed to whisper of forgotten dreams.”

"The quintessential boy was melancholic as
he orchestrated his way through the
cacophonous environment."

Too many challenging words, sounds unnatural
Challenging words enhance meaning naturally

High-Level Narrative: Sophisticated Persuasive:

"The evidence is incontrovertible: this
transformative policy is indispensable for our
future. The consequences of inaction would be
unprecedented and potentially catastrophic.”

"The protagonist's introspective journey
epitomised the quintessential coming-of-age
narrative, where ephemeral moments of clarity
transcended the mundane reality of
adolescence."

7. Year-Level Progressions




Years 3-4: Foundation Building

Target Score: 2-3

Priority Word Types:

» Strong action verbs (grabbed, rushed,
whispered)

« Vivid adjectives (enormous, freezing, brilliant)
» Feeling words (terrified, delighted, amazed)

e Simple but effective comparisons

Essential 20 Words:

grabbed, rushed,
whispered, enormous,
freezing, brilliant,
terrified, delighted,
amazed, suddenly

immediately, crashed,
shrieked, exhausted,
ancient, curious, relieved,
everywhere, instantly,
magnificent

Example Application:

"Emma was terrified when she heard the
enormous crash. She grabbed her brother's
hand and whispered, 'Did you hear that?' The
ancient house was suddenly filled with
mysterious sounds from everywhere."

Development Tips:

» Replace basic words (big = enormous)
o Add one precise word per sentence
» Use simple comparisons effectively

e Focus on senses and feelings

Years 5-6: Sophistication Development

Target Score: 3-4

Priority Word Types:

e Character development words (determined,
suspicious)

» Advanced actions (investigated, approached,
hesitated)

o Atmospheric descriptions (mysterious,
spectacular)

e Precise emotions (bewildered, exhilarated)

» Narrative connectives (consequently,
nevertheless)

Essential 25 Words:

determined, suspicious, investigated, approached,
hesitated, mysterious, spectacular, bewildered,
exhilarated, consequently, nevertheless,
extraordinary, sophisticated, vulnerable, essential,
absolutely, particularly, apparently, magnificent,
treacherous, apprehensive, fascinated,
overwhelmed, recognised, demonstrated

Years 7-8: Precision Mastery

Example Application:

"The determined explorer approached the
mysterious cave hesitantly. She was
bewildered by the spectacular formations
inside. Consequently, she investigated
further, absolutely fascinated by the
extraordinary discovery."

Development Tips:

o Combine simple and precise words naturally
» Develop character through word choice

» Use connectives for better flow

» Show emotions precisely

» Build atmospheric descriptions



Target Score: 4

Priority Word Types:

o Sophisticated actions (contemplated,
manoeuvred)

e Technical descriptions (luminous, turbulent)
o Complex emotions (melancholy, vindicated)

» Academic language (comprehensive,
inevitable)

» Persuasive power words (compelling,
paramount)

Essential 30 Words:

contemplated, scrutinised, manoeuvred, persevered,
luminous, turbulent, translucent, melancholy,
euphoric, mortified, ominous, ethereal, pristine,
desolate, comprehensive, inevitable, controversial,
compelling, irrefutable, paramount, detrimental,
imperative, catastrophic, advantageous, sustainable,
accumulated, deteriorated, resilient, vindicated,
exasperated

Year 9: Advanced Mastery

Target Score: 4-5

Priority Word Types:

» Psychological depth (introspective, enigmatic)
o Literary sophistication (evocative, poignant)

o Advanced atmosphere (ephemeral,
cacophonous)

e Intellectual precision (quintessential,
meticulous)

» Persuasive mastery (incontrovertible,
transformative)

Essential 35 Words:

introspective, enigmatic, contemplative, euphoric,
ambivalent, evocative, eloquent, poignant,
provocative, ephemeral, iridescent, luminescent,
tempestuous, cacophonous, quintessential,
unprecedented, meticulous, ambiguous, pervasive,
multifaceted, orchestrated, substantiated,
synthesised, transcended, epitomised,
incontrovertible, indispensable, unequivocal,
transformative, revolutionary, consequential,
instrumental, pivotal, groundbreaking, exemplary

Example Application:

"As she contemplated the ominous clouds
gathering above, Maria felt a sense of
foreboding. The luminous sunset created an
ethereal atmosphere that seemed to
foreshadow the turbulent events ahead.”

Development Tips:

» Use technical vocabulary appropriately

» Show sophisticated emotional range

» Integrate academic language naturally

e Build compelling arguments with precise words

» Maintain consistency in style

Example Application:

"The protagonist's introspective journey
epitomised the quintessential struggle
between conformity and individuality. This
transformative experience was both poignant
and provocative, leaving an indelible mark on
her psyche."

Development Tips:

» Use challenging words naturally and precisely

o Demonstrate sophisticated psychological
insight

o Show literary awareness and technique
o Create nuanced, multifaceted arguments

e Match vocabulary to genre expertly



8. Strategic Application Techniques

The 3-2-1Vocabulary Strategy

3 Foundation Words 2 Precise Words

Choose 3 solid,
appropriate words that
enhance your basic
message

Select 2 precise words
that show sophistication
and enhance meaning

E.g., contemplated, luminous

E.g., enormous, terrified,
immediately

Context Integration Methods

Narrative Writing Techniques

1 Challenge Word

Include 1 challenging word
that demonstrates
advanced vocabulary
(Years 7-9 only)

E.g., ephemeral

Persuasive Writing Techniques

Character Development

"Sarah was a determined and curious
student who approached every challenge
with enthusiasm."

Uses: determined, curious, approached,
enthusiasm

Setting Description

"The ancient forest was mysterious and
spectacular, with luminous beams of light
filtering through the ethereal mist."”

Uses: ancient, mysterious, spectacular, luminous,
ethereal

Action Sequences

"Tom manoeuvred carefully through the
treacherous terrain, his heart racing as he
approached the precipice.”

Uses: manoeuvred, treacherous, approached,
precipice

Opening Statements

"It is imperative that we address this
comprehensive issue immediately. The
evidence is compelling and absolutely
irrefutable.”

Uses: imperative, comprehensive, compelling,
irrefutable

Evidence Presentation

"The substantial research demonstrates
that this innovative approach is not only
feasible but absolutely essential for our
future success."

Uses: substantial, innovative, feasible, essential

Concluding Arguments

"Consequently, this transformative policy
represents a pivotal opportunity that we
simply cannot afford to ignore."

Uses: consequently, transformative, pivotal



Common Pitfalls to Avoid

X What NOT to Do

Overloading
"The quintessential protagonist
contemplated the ethereal, luminescent,

spectacular, magnificent landscape.”
Too many advanced words in one sentence

Misuse

"The car was very quintessential and drove

down the road.”
Incorrect usage - doesn't make sense

Inconsistent Level

"The big house was really good but the

garden was extraordinarily magnificent."
Mixing basic and advanced awkwardly

Best Practices

Strategic Placement

"The enormous house stood majestically

against the ethereal moonlight.”
Mix of levels used naturally

Precise Usage

"This solution represents a quintessential

example of innovative thinking."
Challenging word used correctly

Natural Progression

"The determined student approached the
challenging problem with renewed

enthusiasm.”
Appropriate level words that enhance meaning

9. Quick Reference Guide

Emergency Word Bank

When you need quick vocabulary upgrades during writing:

Instead of "big":

enormous, massive, colossal, substantial, immense

Instead of "good":

excellent, remarkable, exceptional, exemplary, outstanding

Instead of "bad":

terrible, dreadful, catastrophic, detrimental, appalling

Instead of "said":



whispered, declared, announced, proclaimed, remarked

Instead of "walked":

approached, manoeuvred, proceeded, traversed, ventured

Instead of "looked":

observed, scrutinised, examined, contemplated, surveyed

Score Targeting Checklist

For Score 2 (Years 3-4):

o Replace at least 5 basic words with stronger alternatives
o Include 2-3 precise descriptive words

o Use one simple but effective comparison

o Add strong feeling or action words

For Score 3 (Years 5-6):

o Use 4+ precise words that enhance meaning
o Include effective figurative language

o Show sophisticated word choice awareness
o Demonstrate some advanced vocabulary

For Score 4 (Years 7-8):

o Sustained use of precise language throughout

o Include attitudinal, evaluative, or technical words
o Words consistently enhance meaning/mood

o Show sophisticated vocabulary control

For Score 5 (Year 9):

o Wide range of precise words used naturally
o Language choice matches genre perfectly
o Includes sophisticated figurative language
o Vocabulary enhances overall effectiveness

Universal Requirements:



v All words used correctly and naturally

v British spelling consistently applied

v Words enhance rather than complicate meaning

v Vocabulary appropriate to year level and context

Word Difficulty Quick Reference

Simple (Score 1-2)

enormous, terrified
grabbed, whispered
immediately, everywhere
crashed, brilliant

10. Practice Activities

Common (Score 2-
3)

determined, suspicious
investigated, approached
mysterious, spectacular
bewildered, consequently

Difficult (Score 3-
4)

contemplated,
manoeuvred

luminous, melancholy
ominous, pristine
compelling, imperative

Challenging (Score
4-5)

introspective, enigmatic
ephemeral, luminescent
quintessential, meticulous

incontrovertible,
transformative

Vocabulary Upgrade Challenge

Transform these basic sentences using words from your target level:

Challenge 1 (Years 3-4):

Basic: "The big dog ran to the house. It was dark and scary."

Upgrade using: enormous, sprinted, ancient, terrifying, immediately

Sample Answer: "The enormous dog sprinted to the ancient house. It was immediately
terrifying in the darkness."

Challenge 2 (Years 5-6):

Basic: "The girl was sad because her friend moved away. She looked out the window."

Upgrade using: devastated, bewildered, approached, consequently, magnificent

Sample Answer: "The determined girl was devastated because her loyal friend had moved
away. Consequently, she approached the window and gazed at the magnificent sunset,
feeling bewildered by the sudden change."



Challenge 3 (Years 7-8):

Basic: "The student thought about the problem. It was hard to solve and very important."

Upgrade using: contemplated, scrutinised, complex, imperative, comprehensive

Sample Answer: "The diligent student contemplated the complex problem, recognising it was
imperative to develop a comprehensive solution that addressed every aspect of the
challenging situation."

Challenge 4 (Year 9):

Basic: "The main character changed a lot during the story. The ending was surprising."

Upgrade using: protagonist, metamorphosed, quintessential, poignant, transformative
Sample Answer: "The introspective protagonist metamorphosed dramatically throughout this

quintessential coming-of-age narrative. The poignant conclusion was both surprising and
transformative, epitomising the author's sophisticated understanding of human nature."

Word Association Web Activity

Create word families to build your vocabulary connections:

FEAR Web MOVEMENT Web
FEAR MOVEMENT
terrified apprehensive sprinted manoeuvred
petrified anxious traversed approached
mortified intimidated ventured navigated
Actions: trembled, shivered, hesitated, recoiled Descriptions: swift, graceful, cautious, deliberate

Create Your Own Web:

Choose a central concept (light, sound, happiness, anger) and build word families around it.
Include different word types: adjectives, verbs, adverbs, and nouns.

Genre-Specific Vocabulary Practice

Narrative Writing Practice Persuasive Writing Practice

Setting Description Task: Opening Statement Task:



Describe a haunted house using at least 5 Write a compelling introduction using power

atmospheric words from your level. words and academic language.

Character Development Task: Evidence Presentation Task:

Create a character description using precise Present an argument using precise, formal
emotion and personality words. vocabulary that shows authority.

Action Sequence Task: Call to Action Task:

Write an exciting chase scene using Create a persuasive conclusion using
dynamic action verbs and descriptive urgent, motivational vocabulary.

adverbs.

Self-Assessment Vocabulary Checklist

Use this checklist to evaluate your vocabulary use in practice writing:

Word Choice Quality Range and Precision
() All words used correctly and naturally 0 Good mix of word types (verbs,
Words enhance meaning rather than adjectives, etc.)
complicate it () Words show precision and specificity
a Vocabulary level appropriate for year (] Language matches genre appropriately
level

0 Demonstrates vocabulary range for
(] No overuse of challenging words target score

Conclusion: Your Path to Vocabulary
Success

This vocabulary boost pack provides you with 250+ strategically selected words and
phrases that can significantly elevate your NAPLAN writing performance. Remember,
effective vocabulary use is about precision, not complexity.

s Lo

Strategic

Selection Natural Progressive

Integration Development
Choose words that

enhance your meaning Use vocabulary naturally Build your vocabulary
and match your year level within context - never systematically from your
force advanced words current level upward




Key Success Strategies:

» Practice the 3-2-1 strategy in your writing » Apply genre-specific vocabulary appropriately

» Use the emergency word bank for quick o Use the self-assessment checklist regularly

Lzl » Focus on British spelling consistency

* Match vocabulary to your target NAPLAN score . . .
« Remember: precision over complexity always

¢ Build word association webs for connected wins
learning

With consistent practice using these carefully selected words, you'll develop the
vocabulary range and precision that NAPLAN markers recognise and reward. Your
writing will become more engaging, more precise, and more effective.
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