Why Waste Lunch Leftovers?

Discover how powerful rhetorical questions can craft compelling
arguments to persuade our school community to embrace
composting!

This thought-provoking technique will transform your persuasive writing from
ordinary to extraordinary.




What is a Rhetorical Question?

A rhetorical question is a sophisticated
persuasive device that:

Poses a question that deliberately needs no answer
because the answer is obvious or implied

Creates a psychological connection with your reader,
inviting them into your thinking

Establishes a conversational tone that makes your
writing more engaging

Challenges readers to consider your perspective
without directly telling them what to think

Functions as both an attention hook and a persuasive
technique throughout your writing

How can we ignore mountains of
food waste when children elsewhere
go hungry?

Isn't it our responsibility to protect
the environment for future
generations?

Power tip: Rhetorical questions work
because they:

e Appeal to emotions
e Create urgency

e Suggest shared values



Writing Powerful Introductions with Rhetorical Questions

) ) X Weak Introduction:
An effective introduction should:

"I think our school should start composting. It's good for the
e Hook the reader - Begin with a thought-provoking

rhetorical question that sparks curiosity or stirs
emotion

environment. Here are my reasons why."

X Missing a rhetorical question hook
X Lacks specific details and descriptive language
e Establish the topic - Paint a vivid picture of the X Doesn't create interest or emotional connection

composting issue with sensory details

e Hint at your position - Weave in compelling reasons Strong Introduction:

why composting transforms waste into treasure "Did you know that our school bins contain hidden treasures that

e Create curiosity - Leave readers hungry for solutions could make our gardens burst with vibrant blooms ? Every day, we
with intriguing glimpses of possibilities carelessly discard food scraps that could transform into rich,
crumbly soil through the magical process of composting. With
school lunches creating mountains of waste yearly, isn't it time we
Crafting powerful rhetorical question hooks: turned this growing problem into an exciting opportunity ? Our

1. Appeal to shared values: "Don't we all wish for a greener school should establish a composting programme to breathe new

planet?" life into our garden and nurture our planet.”
2. Challenge assumptions: "What if food waste became our v Opens with engaging rhetorical question
greatest resource?” v Uses vivid, descriptive language that appeals to senses

v Creates emotional connection through powerful imagery
3. Create urgency: "How long can we ignore mountains of

waste?"

4. Inspire wonder: "Have you ever imagined the journey of a
banana peel?"

5. Connect emotionally: "Wouldn't you feel proud seeing your
lunch scraps nourish flowers?"



What Happens to Our Lunch Leftovers?

Can we do better with our leftover food?

Fun Fact!

Did you know?

UK schools make over 80,000
tonnes of food waste 3 year!

That's as heavy as 6,400 double-decker
buses!

Most of our lunch leftovers end up in big
rubbish bins and get taken to landfill.



Building Strong Body Paragraphs

The PETAL Method:

Point - Begin with a captivating topic sentence using a
powerful rhetorical question

"Why let precious food waste pollute our planet when we

could transform it into nourishing compost?"

Evidence - Include compelling facts and vivid examples
"Our bustling school cafeteria generates 50kg of forgotten
apple cores and sandwich crusts weekly, enough to fill 10

compost bins."

Technique - Employ persuasive devices to enhance your
argument
"Imagine the mountain of waste growing higher each day,

while our garden soil remains hungry for nutrients."

Analysis - Explore deeper meaning and implications

"This wasteful practice not only squanders resources but

teaches children that discarding food has no consequences.'

Link - Connect smoothly back to your central argument

"Transforming our lunch leftovers into rich compost would
create a circular system of nourishment that benefits both

our school garden and planet."

Powerful Evidence Types:

E Striking Statistics

"UK schools create a staggering 80,000 tonnes of food
waste annually, draining approximately £250 million from

education budgets that could fund essential resources."

@ Authoritative Expert Opinions
4R

"Renowned garden specialists confirm that nutrient-rich
compost enriches depleted soil with essential minerals that

synthetic chemical fertilisers simply cannot provide."

Inspiring Real Examples

"Neighbouring Oakwood Primary transformed their waste
management, slashing collection costs by 30% while
creating flourishing gardens that provide fresh vegetables for

cookery lessons."

Remember: Structure each paragraph around one central
point that flows naturally from your introduction through

to your conclusion about composting lunch leftovers!



Crafting Powerful Conclusions

Circling Back to Your Rhetorical Questions with Impact

Your conclusion needs to captivate and convince: Masterful Conclusion Example:

~ "So why waste lunch leftovers when they could nourish our

x> Echo your opening hook - revisit your initial
rhetorical question with newfound conviction: “So / ask
again, why waste lunch leftovers when they hold such

flourishing garden? Our school produces nearly 100kg of food
waste monthly—imagine the cascade of blooms and bounty we
could harvest! Wouldn't you feel proud watching saplings sprout

potential?"”

from yesterday's apple cores? Starting a composting programme
I Paint a vivid picture - transform abstract concepts tomorrow would transform our barren playground into a verdant
into tangible imagery: “Imagine luscious tomato plants paradise. How can we ignore this golden opportunity to become
flourishing from yesterday's forgotten apple cores." environmental champions? Will you join our crusade and help

¢ Deliver a compelling call to action - challenge make our school the emerald jewel of the district?"

readers with another rhetorical question that demands v Echoes opening question v Uses multiple rhetorical questions v Vivid imagery
response: "Isn't it time we transformed our waste into

wonder?"
Rhetorical Question Techniques for Conclusions:

@ Create emotional resonance - forge a connection

- . . . A k f . n h -fn h . h ne e e "
that lingers long after reading: "How will future p eeare lective "what i f al.lenge with "isn't it time
generations judge our choices today?" question raming
Question about future Ask "how can we ignore"
4 L)

consequences guestions



Poor Writing Example: Without Rhetorical Questions

Composting at School

| think our school should start composting. It's good for the environment. Food
waste is bad. Composting is when you put food in a bin and it turns into soil.
Lots of schools do composting. Our school makes lots of waste at lunchtime

and that's not good.

We could put our food waste in a compost bin. The dinner ladies could help. It
would be nice if we could use the compost in our garden. Plants grow better

with compost. The garden would look nice with more plants.

In conclusion, composting is a good idea for our school because it helps the
environment. That's all | have to say about composting. | hope you agree with

me.

Problems with this writing:

No rhetorical questions to engage the reader

or spark interest

Vague arguments without specific examples or

evidence ("It's good for the environment")

Simple sentences without expanded noun

phrases or vivid verbs

Weak structure with no clear introduction,

body, or conclusion

No persuasive techniques to convince the

reader

Limited vocabulary with repetitive words and

phrases

This writing lacks power!



Can a Simple Question Start Big Change?

IR il T ﬁaé

R

"Why waste lunch leftovers?"

A little question with a massive impact!

L\ Amazing Fact!

Did you know?

Compost can help plants grow
twice as fast!

It's like giving your garden a super power!

Asking clever questions makes people stop
and think about how they can help our planet!

One small question can inspire big actions.



Model Example: Persuasive Letter

Oakwood Class
Greenfield Primary School
25th August 2025

Dear Mrs. Thompson,

Did you realise that our school cafeteria discards approximately 80 kilograms of valuable
food waste each week? Have you considered how this massive amount could be transformed
into something extraordinary instead of being sent to landfill?

| am writing to propose that our school implements a comprehensive composting programme
as part of our environmental initiative. Why should we continue to waste precious resources
when they could nourish our flourishing school gardens and teach us valuable lessons about
sustainability?

Composting is not only environmentally beneficial but surprisingly straightforward to organise.
We would require specially designed collection bins strategically placed throughout the
cafeteria to gather fruit peelings, vegetable scraps, and biodegradable packaging. These
organic materials would gradually decompose into nutrient-rich soil that could significantly
enhance the growth of our school's vegetable patch and flower displays.

Can you imagine the substantial savings our school budget would experience from no longer
purchasing expensive commercial compost? Wouldn't our science curriculum benefit
tremendously from having a real-life decomposition laboratory where pupils could observe
and document ecological processes firsthand?

My classmates and | are enthusiastic about taking responsibility for this programme. We could
establish a rota for collecting and monitoring the compost bins daily. This practical experience
would enrich our understanding of biology, chemistry, and environmental studies while
simultaneously developing our leadership abilities and sense of civic responsibility.

Isn't it our obligation as a forward-thinking educational institution to demonstrate
sustainable practices to the wider community? How can we expect children to value
environmental stewardship if we don't model it ourselves?

| would be delighted to discuss this proposal further and assist with its implementation.
Together, we could transform our school into an exemplary model of environmental
responsibility.

| eagerly anticipate your thoughtful consideration and response.

Yours sincerely,
Alexandra Harrington

Students transforming cafeteria waste into valuable garden

resources!

%’ Fun Fact!

A school composting programme can reduce
waste collection costs by up to 30%!
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Writing Prompt:
Craft your own persuasive letter using multiple rhetorical
question hooks to convince your headteacher to begin a school
composting initiative.



