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Section 1 

#1 (Opening paragraph): "Imagine all schools banned reading and taught you maths, geography and 
other subjects. Wouldn't you be bored just staring at the teacher talking on and on? Reading is crucial 
in our lives. That is why schools should have a mandatory 30-minute time slot every day for students to 
read." 

Strengths: Your opening uses an engaging hypothetical situation that helps readers imagine what 
school would be like without reading. You also clearly state your main argument about implementing 
mandatory reading time. 

Weakness: Insufficient connection → Your opening scenario about banning reading doesn't clearly 
link to your specific solution of 30 minutes daily. The jump from "reading is crucial" to "30-minute 
time slot" feels sudden and needs more explanation about why exactly 30 minutes is the right amount. 

Exemplar: "Reading is crucial in our lives, and research shows that even short daily sessions 
can make a significant difference. That is why schools should have a mandatory 30-minute 
time slot every day for students to read." 

#2 (Second body paragraph): "Furthermore, 30 minutes of reading helps students who are struggling 
to catch up with others. They can read different genres like fiction, non-fiction and lots more to 
broaden the types they learn." 

Strengths: You identify an important benefit for struggling students and mention the variety of genres 
available. Your focus on helping students catch up shows good understanding of educational equity. 

Weakness: Vague explanations → Your paragraph uses general phrases like "lots more" and "broaden 
the types they learn" without explaining specifically how reading different genres helps struggling 
students improve. You need to show the clear connection between genre variety and academic 
improvement. 

Exemplar: "They can read different genres like fiction to improve their imagination and 
storytelling skills, non-fiction to learn new facts and information, and poetry to develop 
their understanding of language patterns." 

 



 

#3 (Conclusion): "In conclusion, there should be a mandatory 30-minute reading session every day. It 
can help to enhance students' vocabulary, literacy, comprehension and writing. It can also support the 
students who are struggling to have a chance to catch up while improving strong ones." 

Strengths: Your conclusion restates the main argument and summarises the key benefits you 
discussed. You remember to mention both struggling and strong students. 

Weakness: Repetitive summary → Your conclusion simply repeats points from earlier paragraphs 
without adding new insights or showing why your argument matters for the future. A strong 
conclusion should leave readers thinking about the bigger picture. 

Exemplar: "By implementing this daily reading time, schools can create a foundation for 
lifelong learning that will benefit students not just in their school years, but throughout 
their entire lives." 

■ Your piece presents a clear argument with good structure and shows you understand the importance 
of reading in education. You've identified three solid reasons supporting mandatory reading time, 
which demonstrates good planning. However, your writing would benefit from deeper explanations 
and more specific examples. Instead of using general phrases like "lots more" or "many benefits," try to 
be more precise about exactly how reading helps students. Additionally, your paragraphs sometimes 
jump between ideas without smooth connections - using linking words like "specifically," "for 
instance," or "as a result" can help your ideas flow better. Also, consider adding more concrete examples 
or personal experiences to make your arguments more convincing. Your conclusion could be stronger 
by explaining why this topic matters for the future rather than just repeating your main points. 

 

Overall Score: 42/50 

 

Section 2: 

#1 Imagine all schools banned reading and taught you maths, geography and other subjects. Wouldn't 
you be bored just staring at the teacher talking on and on? Reading is crucial in our lives [, and research 
shows that even short daily sessions can make a significant difference.] That is why schools should have 
a mandatory 30-minute time slot every day for students to read. Implementing this will help improve 
academic skills, support students who are falling behind and strengthen their mental health. 



 

To begin with, having a mandatory 30-minute reading time pushes students' academic levels higher. It 
will help them learn new vocabulary as they read books with challenging words, searching them up in a 
dictionary. Studies from the University of Sydney have shown that students who read books score 
higher in assessments than students who don't. Reading also improves their writing by encouraging 
deeper ideas and more complex vocabulary. Some argue that 30 minutes of reading is too short to make 
a difference. However, even a short time each day adds up, as every page contains something new that 
improves knowledge step by step. Therefore, it clearly improves academic performance. 

#2 Furthermore, 30 minutes of reading helps students who are struggling to catch up with others. 
They can read different genres like fiction, non-fiction and lots more [and non-fiction to develop 
diverse skills - fiction helps improve imagination and storytelling abilities, while non-fiction builds 
knowledge about real-world topics] to broaden the types they learn [their understanding]. They slowly 
begin to understand stories, characters and challenges, especially in fiction. Over time, students who 
keep reading daily will catch up with fluent readers and gain confidence. If everyone sticks to this habit 
every day, they will learn lots of new, interesting things [valuable information], teaching them lifelong 
lessons. Hence, it will help the students who are falling behind. 

Lastly, 30 minutes of reading is mandatory for students because it will improve their mental health. It 
can reduce stress and anxiety, helping students refresh after long, tiring lessons or active breaks. It will 
also help students have peace and relax, regenerating minds after lots of thinking. School can be 
stressful, so a daily quiet reading session gives students time to calm down and release pressure. 
Consequently, by making this a mandatory session, schools can support students' wellbeing. 

#3 In conclusion, there should be a mandatory 30-minute reading session every day. It can help to 
enhance students' vocabulary, literacy, comprehension and writing. It can also support the students 
who are struggling to have a chance to catch up while improving strong ones. Reading books helps 
students to relax and be quiet, letting their minds regenerate. Reading should be part of our everyday 
lives, always learning something new and embracing resilience and determination. [By implementing 
this daily reading time, schools can create a foundation for lifelong learning that will benefit students 
not just in their school years, but throughout their entire lives, preparing them for success in whatever 
path they choose.] 
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