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Section 1 

#1 - Opening narrative paragraph ("Envision this: you are a student... You don't notice the car.") 

Strengths: Your opening creates a vivid scene that puts the reader right in the moment. The sensory 
details like "scratching your itchy school uniform" and "silver button" help readers picture exactly 
what's happening. 

Weakness: Unclear scene transition → The paragraph jumps too quickly from describing the traffic 
light button to suddenly mentioning a car. The connection between pressing the pedestrian crossing 
button and then not noticing an oncoming car isn't clear. When you write "You walk, mind stashed 
with events at school today," it's confusing whether you're still at the crossing or somewhere else 
entirely. 

Exemplar: After pressing the button, you step onto the road while thinking about your day 
at school, unaware of the approaching danger. 

#2 - First body paragraph ("Firstly, have you ever seen the amount of cars... It's time we act, and 
confront the looming danger...") 

Strengths: You use direct questions to engage your reader and paint a clear picture of the busy school 
environment. The image of children "clutching your school bag, decorated with stickers of smiling 
cars" creates an effective contrast between innocence and danger. 

Weakness: Lacks specific supporting evidence → While you mention the dangers of speeding cars 
and busy roads, you don't provide concrete examples or statistics to back up your claims. Phrases like 
"outrageous" and "serious injuries or even death" need factual support to convince readers that 
pedestrian crossings with flashing lights would actually solve these problems. 

Exemplar: According to local council data, three accidents involving children occurred 
outside our school in the past year, showing the urgent need for better safety measures. 

#3 - Statistics paragraph ("Finally, the benefits of this change are clear... This change will benefit 
everyone in the community.") 

Strengths: You attempt to use research evidence to support your argument, which strengthens your 
persuasive writing. The specific percentages make your argument sound more credible. 

 



 

Weakness: Insufficient detail about the evidence → You mention "a study by Stanford University" 
but don't explain what kind of study it was, when it happened, or where these schools were located. 
The brief mention doesn't give readers enough information to trust or verify these important statistics. 

Exemplar: A 2019 Stanford University study of 200 primary schools across California found 
that installing flashing pedestrian lights reduced severe injuries by 78% over a two-year 
period. 

■ Your piece tackles an important community safety issue and uses personal storytelling to make 

readers care about the problem. The opening scene effectively draws readers in, and you structure your 
argument clearly with distinct points about traffic dangers, parent anxiety, and research evidence. 

However, your writing needs stronger supporting evidence throughout. When you make claims about 
dangers and solutions, readers need specific examples and detailed research to believe your argument. 
Additionally, you could strengthen the connection between your evidence and your proposed solution 
- explain exactly how flashing lights would prevent the scenarios you describe. 

Also, consider expanding your argument beyond just safety statistics. You could discuss costs, how 
other schools successfully implemented similar systems, or address potential objections readers might 
have. Your concluding paragraph feels rushed and doesn't fully summarise the compelling case you've 
built throughout your essay. 

 

Score: 46/50 

 

Section 2 

#1 Envision this: you are a student, scratching your itchy school uniform. Your fleshy thumb presses 
the silver button on the years-old traffic light which is dusty, dented and filled with cobwebs in every 
cranny. Sighing, you spin the rusted button around, bored. It's loose, and moves easily. Suddenly, a 
ticking sound fills your ears, and you return to the present. You walk, mind stashed with events at 
school today. [As you step onto the road, your mind drifts to the events at school today.] 

You don't notice the car. 



 

It's sleek and red, and the model is clearly new. You scream at the sight of it. 

It doesn't stop. 

#2 This shocking and terrifying moment doesn't just appear once or twice a year- it happens to at least 
one child every day. Do we have to wait for tragedy to strike again before we act? There is no excuse for 
it any longer. We must install a pedestrian crossing with a flashing light next to schools, sparing our 
children fear and apprehension that grip them tight every day at the long venture from school to home. 

Firstly, have you ever seen the amount of cars, buses and other vehicles that clutter the road during 
drop-off and pick-up times? It's outrageous! That combined with the fact that many of them zip 
through the streets at high speeds can cause serious injuries or even death in children. Can you imagine 
being in their situation, clutching your school bag, decorated with stickers of smiling cars, while 
navigating the roads? The fear must come to an end. It's time we act, and confront the looming danger 
that threatens our children every day. 

To continue [Furthermore], the lessened anxiety can also emit a calmer aura from parents. If you had 
to watch your child step anxiously across the black and white stripes, face painted with distress, 
wouldn't you be upset? Fear seems to tighten and twist in your chest, making it hard to breathe. Adults 
feel the pain, and they understand the urgency of this must-have transition. When an accident occurs, 
they weep, and experience unhinged anger at this unapplied change. It's time we accept change, and 
replace the old system which generates fear for parents and children. 

#3 Finally, the benefits of this change are clear. Schools globally have implemented this system, and 
according to a study by Stanford University, rates of severe injury incidents reduced by 78%, and 
incidents resulting in death reduced by 53%. This change will benefit everyone in the community. 

To summarise [In conclusion], adding a pedestrian crossing with a flashing light next to a school will 
boost many things, especially safety. Our children mustn't live in constant fear, but should live while 
knowing they will be safe on the crossing. 
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