Week 10 Writing Homework
Go Back to Course 
Choose 2 of these topics to write for homework this week, then finish off the rest for homework in the holidays (400 words each)
Should primary schools ban homework?
Should students be allowed to use phones or tablets at school?
School uniforms: keep them or scrap them?
Should daily sport be compulsory?
Which is better: longer recess or longer lessons?
Should school start later to allow more sleep?
What improves learning more: group work or individual work?
Should school libraries be replaced with e-books?
Should esports be recognized as an official school sport?
Should classrooms use CCTV for safety?
Are video games beneficial for children?
Should all students have to learn basic coding?
Should schools ban smartwatches?
Should streets around schools be car-free?
Should fireworks be restricted to protect animals?
Should littering penalties be made stricter?
Should every new building be required to plant a tree?
Dolphin and whale shows: educational or unethical?
Should students get free public transport to encourage usage?
Is it acceptable to cull invasive species to protect native wildlife?

I pick Should students be allowed to use phones or tablets at school?
The question of allowing students to bring phones or tablets into class is a complicated one, with strong arguments on both sides. Although the allure of immediate access to information and tailored learning aids is great, the potential for distraction and abuse is a strong barrier. Ultimately, a complete ban or completely open policy both seem to fall short of an ideal scenario.

Its advocates often cite the ability of individual devices to serve as learning tools. More and more digital worlds translate into smartphones and tablets being able to offer access to a wealth of information beyond textbooks. They can facilitate research, link students to interactive learning systems, and even facilitate personalized learning experiences in accordance with specific students' requirements. Imagine a history lesson where students are able to use primary source material instantaneously or a science lesson where they are able to conduct virtual experiments. Also, these kinds of devices can help foster digital literacy, which is a valuable skill to survive the modern workplace. Their proponents argue that prohibiting them would be akin to keeping students away from tools which would still prove useful for them even beyond their school years. They also indicate that most students already have these devices, and instead of engaging in a battle that is sure to be lost, schools should accept them and educate on the proper use.

On the other hand, the reasons against cellphones and tablets in schools are also strong. Foremost among these is distraction. The social media, gaming, and constant notifications siren call readily sweeps the student off course from the lesson in progress, rendering them incapable of being able to focus and learn. The distraction not only impacts the individual student but can also disrupt the learning atmosphere for other students. Moreover, the level playing field of these devices being available to students equally is also the biggest issue. Not all students have the latest technology, and this can create a digital divide within the classroom, disadvantaging those who do not have access to them. There is also cyberbullying, inappropriate content exposure, and cheating. Teachers already struggle to manage classrooms, and having to keep an eye on device usage as well can be too much.

The case for individual devices in schools is a symptom of broader cultural shift toward digital immersion. The potential benefits are huge, but the practical difficulties of implementation and abuse risk have to be weighed in the balance. Short of absolute freedom or a blanket prohibition, a balanced policy is likely to be best, emphasizing facilitation and strict regulation.


