Rhetorical Devices & Tone
in Persuasive Writing

Writing prompt:

"Add a pedestrian crossing with flashing lights on the busy road
outside our school to keep students safe.”

A mini-lesson on persuasive techniques




Understanding Rhetorical Devices & Tone

Rhetorical devices and tone are powerful techniques that strengthen
persuasive writing by enhancing both logical appeal and emotional impact.

Rhetorical Devices Tone

Language techniques that enhance The writer's attitude toward the subject,
persuasiveness through emotional conveyed through word choice, sentence
response, logical connections, or structure, and voice.

credibility.

» Rhetorical devices captivate attention and make arguments memorable
» Tone helps establish connection with specific audiences

o Together, they transform ordinary arguments into compelling calls for action

Our Focus Today:

"Add a pedestrian crossing with flashing lights on the busy road outside our school to
keep students safe."”

e We'll examine how rhetorical devices strengthen this argument
e We'll explore how tone shifts can appeal to different stakeholders

e We'll practise applying these techniques effectively
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Introduction Structure

Crafting a Compelling Start

A strong introduction captures attention and establishes your argument's foundation.

Structure of a Strong Introduction:

Hook:

Capture attention immediately

"How many accidents will it take before we act?"

Context:
Provide necessary background information

"The busy road outside our school presents daily dangers..."

Thesis:
State your stance and main arguments

"A pedestrian crossing with flashing lights would significantly reduce risks by increasing
visibility, slowing traffic, and creating a designated safe crossing point."

Fun Fact:

9 The word "thesis" comes from Greek, meaning 'a proposition'! It was originally used
to describe a position one took in a debate.
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Body Paragraphs: The Framework

Each body paragraph forms a crucial building block in your persuasive
argument. A strong structure ensures your points are clearly
communicated.

« Begin with a clear topic sentence that states your argument point
« Provide evidence through facts, statistics, stories, or examples
« Elaborate and analyse to explain how your evidence supports your point

o Link back to your main argument and thesis statement

Example Structure:
Topic sentence:

"School crossing safety is a serious concern that affects hundreds of students daily."

Evidence:

"According to recent surveys, 67% of parents report feeling anxious about their
children crossing this particular road.”

Analysis & Link:

"This widespread concern demonstrates the urgency of installing proper safety
measures to protect our school community."

Tip:

I B @ Imagine each paragraph as a brick making your argument stronger. Each
one must be well-structured to support the weight of your persuasive case.
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Evidence in Action

Using Statistics to Persuade

Strong evidence forms the backbone of any persuasive argument.

Powerful Statistics as Evidence:

Key Statistic:
Over 25,000 children are injured annually in or near school zones
Sources: National Safety Council, Child Safety Network

How This Strengthens Your Argument:
e Establishes the serious scale of the problem
e Appeals to logos (logic) through verifiable facts

e Creates urgency by quantifying the risk

e Supports your call for action with credible sources

Joke Break:
e Why did the pupil bring a ladder to school?

To go to high school!
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Common Rhetorical Devices

Effective persuasive writing uses powerful rhetorical devices to engage and
convince readers.

Rhetorical Question

A question asked for effect rather than expecting an answer

"Do we wait for tragedy to strike again before installing a safe crossing?"

This prompts the reader to reflect and usually agree with the writer's perspective.

Analogy

A comparison between two things to explain or clarify

"A flashing crossing is like a safety net for our children."

This helps readers understand the importance by relating it to something familiar.

Anecdote

A short, relevant story to illustrate a point

"Last month, Year 7 student Emma narrowly avoided being hit when a car failed to
stop..."

Personal stories create emotional connection and demonstrate real impact.
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The Power of Ethos, Pathos, and Logos

The Three Rhetorical Appeals

These powerful persuasive strategies help convince your audience through different paths.

Three Ways to Persuade Your Reader:

Ethos:
Appealing to ethics or authority

"As head teacher with 15 years of experience monitoring this crossing..."

Pathos:
Evoking emotion in your audience

"Imagine the worry every parent feels as their child navigates this dangerous crossing..."

Logos:
Appealing to logic with facts/statistics
"Studies show flashing lights at crossings reduce accidents by 40%."

Meme Break:

e Teacher: "Why use ethos, pathos, and logos?"
Class: "Because logic alone just doesn't cut it!"
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Other Persuasive Techniques

Beyond ethos, pathos, and logos, writers can strengthen their arguments with
these powerful techniques:

Repetition

Emphasises key points through deliberate reuse of words or phrases.

"Safe. Sensible. Secure. A pedestrian crossing offers safety for our students, sensible
traffic management, and secure passage across a dangerous road."

Concession + Rebuttal

Acknowledges opposing viewpoints before countering them with stronger arguments.

"Some say the road is safe enough already, but the statistics showing 25,000 child
injuries annually near schools prove otherwise."

Evoking Pathos

Uses descriptive language to create emotional impact.

"Imagine the fear in a parent's heart watching their child navigate through speeding
traffic each morning, or the anxiety felt by students as they gather courage to dash
across between cars."

Writing Tip:

Try combining these techniques for maximum persuasive impact. For example, use
repetition within an emotional appeal.
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Tone Effectively
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The Power of Voice

How you say something can be as important as what you say.

Tone shapes how a message is received:

Urgent:

"Act now before another child gets hurt!"

Creates immediacy and emotional response

Sincere:

"We care about every pupil's safety.”

Builds trust and demonstrates authenticity

Choosing the right tone for your audience can significantly increase the persuasiveness of your
argument about the need for a pedestrian crossing.

Fun Fact:

9 Changing a single word can shift tone dramatically! Compare "The council hasn't
responded yet" with "The council has ignored our request.”
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Varying Tone to Match Audience

Choose a tone that suits your audience and purpose for maximum
persuasive impact.

Tone Examples:

Formal

"In accordance with safety regulations, the installation of a pedestrian crossing would
significantly reduce the risk of accidents."

Best for: Letters to officials and council proposals

Passionate

"Every day our children face unnecessary danger! We must act now to protect them with a
proper crossing!”

Best for: Petitions and community rallies

Respectful yet Firm

"We understand budget constraints, but we believe student safety should be prioritised. A
crossing would demonstrate your commitment to our community."”

Best for: School community appeals

Tip:

Adjust your tone based on your reader for greater impact. Consider their position,
values, and what would resonate most strongly with them.
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Planning the Conclusion

Finish Strong, Drive Action

Your conclusion is your.final opportunity to convince and maotivate your audience.

A Powerful Conclusion Should:

Restate Your Thesis and Main Points:
Remind readers of your core argument and evidence

"A pedestrian crossing with flashing lights remains essential for student safety, as
demonstrated by accident statistics, visibility improvements, and traffic-calming effects.”

Call to Action:
Tell readers what they should do next

"Let's install a safer, well-lit crossing for our children—today! Join us in petitioning the council
for immediate action.”

Joke Break:

e Why did the chicken finally cross the road? To get to the safer side with the flashing
pedestrian crossing!
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Practical Application: Let's Write!

Time to put all these techniques into practice! Write an effective
introduction for a persuasive letter about the pedestrian crossing.

Your Writing Prompt:

"Add a pedestrian crossing with flashing lights on the busy road outside our school to
keep students safe."”

Your Introduction Should Include:

« A compelling hook to grab attention
« Relevant context about the road safety issue

» Aclear thesis stating your position and main arguments

Getting Started:

Consider starting with:

e Arhetorical question about safety
o A striking statistic about pedestrian accidents

e A brief anecdote about a dangerous crossing incident

Remember to adapt your tone to your audience. Who will read this letter? The school
board? Local council?
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Spot the Rhetorical Devices

Read the sample paragraph below and identify the rhetorical devices used:

"Would you risk your child's safety for a few seconds of convenience? Studies
show flashing crossings reduce accidents by 40%. Every day, our children face
danger when crossing Hillview Road to reach school. Just last month, Sarah
from Year 8 had a near miss that left her shaken. Installing a pedestrian
crossing with flashing lights isn't just a good idea—it's as essential as providing
textbooks for learning. The time to act is now, the time to act is today, the time

to act is before tragedy strikes."

Can you identify these devices?

e Rhetorical question

Statistics (logos)

Anecdote/personal story

Analogy

Repetition

Activity:

Working with a partner, underline each rhetorical device and label which technique is being
used. Discuss how each technique strengthens the argument for a safer crossing.
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Peer Review Checklist
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Reviewing Persuasive Arguments

Effective peer review strengthens your persuasive writing by identifying strengths and areas for
improvement.

Essential Elements to Check:

© Hook Effectiveness:
Does your introduction begin with a catchy, attention-grabbing hook that makes
readers want to continue?

@ Evidence and Rhetorical Devices:
Have you incorporated compelling evidence and at least three rhetorical devices to
strengthen your argument?

© Tone Variation:
Does your writing maintain an appropriate tone throughout, and does it vary effectively
to engage the reader?

Fun Fact:

O The first zebra crossing appeared in the UK in 1951! The distinctive black and white
¥ stripes were designed specifically to stand out in all weather conditions and increase
pedestrian safety.

Rhetorical Devices & Tone in Persuasive Writing Slide 14



Tips for Polishing Your Argument

A strong persuasive piece requires careful refinement to ensure maximum
impact on your audience.

Read aloud to spot awkward phrasing and improve flow

Try recording yourself and listening back to hear how it sounds

Vary sentence starters to maintain reader interest

Avoid beginning every sentence with "The" or "This"

Double-check your evidence for accuracy and relevance

Outdated or incorrect statistics weaken your credibility

Keep your call to action clear and specific

What exactly do you want your audience to do?

Example: Pedestrian Crossing Campaign

Before: "We need a crossing."

After: "The council must install a flashing pedestrian crossing before the start of next
term to ensure the safety of our 450 students who cross this dangerous road daily."

Remember:

Revise, refine, and polish your writing to strengthen your persuasive impact.
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Ready to Persuade!
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Celebrating Effective Persuasion

With these tools, you'll create compelling argumentsifor positive change.

Your Persuasive Writing Toolkit:

Structure Your Argument:

e Strong introduction with hook, context, thesis
e Well-evidenced body paragraphs
e Powerful conclusion with call to action

Blend Rhetorical Devices:

e Ethos, pathos and logos
¢ Rhetorical questions, analogies, anecdotes
e Appropriate tone for your audience

Apply to Your Prompt:

"Add a pedestrian crossing with flashing lights on the busy road outside our school to keep
Students safe.”

e Closing Meme:
"Be the reason people look both ways—before crossing your path!"

Thank you!

Now, go persuade for a safer school crossing!
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