Writing Feedback

Term 3 Holiday - 2025: Day 8 | 10-Day Intensive Selective Writing

Section 1:

#1: Opening paragraph ("Technology has undeniably revolutionized nearly every facet of our lives...

the very essence of the educational experience.")
Strengths:

e Your opening creates interest by connecting technology to everyday life before narrowing to
education
® You ask a thought-provoking question at the end that makes readers curious about what comes

next

Vague scope: — Your introduction mentions technology's impact but doesn't give readers a clear
preview of the specific areas you'll discuss. When you say "what is the true scope of this impact,”
readers don't know whether you'll talk about classroom tools, student outcomes, teacher experiences,
or something else. This makes it harder for readers to follow your argument as they move through the

piece.

Exemplar: After your opening question, you could add: "This essay explores three key areas: how
technology provides access to information, supports individual learning needs, and connects students across

distances.”

#2: Maria's story (paragraph beginning "Consider the story of Maria...")
Strengths:

e Your example of Maria helps readers picture a real situation rather than just reading facts
® You show specific improvements (reading skills, confidence, participation) which makes the

benefits clear

Underdeveloped example: — Whilst Maria's story demonstrates technology's benefits, you don't
explain which specific features of the interactive e-books or personalised reading programmes helped
her improve. You mention she used "interactive e-books" and "personalised reading programmes,” but
readers don't understand what made these tools different from regular books or traditional teaching

methods. This leaves the connection between technology and improvement unclear.



Exemplar: You could write: "The reading programme adjusted each exercise based on Maria's answers,
giving her easier passages when she struggled and more challenging ones as she improved, something a

printed textbook cannot do.”

#3: Challenges paragraph (paragraph beginning "However, the integration of technology...")
Strengths:

® You acknowledge that technology isn't perfect, which makes your writing more balanced and
trustworthy
e You identify multiple challenges (digital equity, teacher training, distractions) showing you've

thought about different problems

Superficial treatment of challenges: — Your paragraph lists several important problems but doesn't
explore any of them deeply. When you mention "digital equity," "teacher training," and "responsible
digital citizenship,” you simply name these issues without explaining why they matter or what happens
when they're ignored. For instance, you say students need "equal access to devices” but don't describe

what happens to students who lack this access or how far behind they might fall.

Exemplar: You could expand: "Students without reliable internet at home cannot complete online
homework assignments, participate in virtual study groups, or access the educational videos their

classmates use, creating a gap in learning opportunities that grows wider over time.”

B Your piece presents a clear position about technology's positive impact on education and uses a good
organisational structure, moving from accessibility to personalisation to collaboration before
addressing challenges. The inclusion of Maria's story adds a human element that makes your argument
more relatable. However, your writing would benefit from deeper exploration of the ideas you
introduce. Many paragraphs present claims without fully explaining the reasoning behind them or
providing sufficient detail to convince readers. For example, when you discuss personalised learning
platforms, you could explain more specifically how these programmes identify what each student needs
and adjust the lessons accordingly. Additionally, your conclusion largely repeats points from earlier
paragraphs rather than synthesising your ideas or offering fresh insights about what these changes
mean for the future of learning. To strengthen your piece, take your paragraph about challenges and

expand each concern into its own paragraph with specific examples and consequences. Also, in your



section about collaboration, you could add details about what students actually learn differently when
they work with peers from other countries compared to working with local classmates. Throughout
your writing, ask yourself "why does this matter?" after each claim, then add sentences that answer that

question.

Overall Score: 43/50

Section 2:
The Impact of Technology on Modern Education: A Deeper Dive

#1 Technology has undeniably revolutionised nearly every facet of our lives, and the world of
education is no exception. From interactive whiteboards and virtual reality field trips to personalised
learning platforms and sophisticated educational software, the integration of technology has
profoundly reshaped how we teach, how we learn, and what we consider the very essence of the
educational experience. But what is the true scope of this impact, and where is this digital journey

ultimately taking us?

One of the most significant transformations is the unprecedented accessibility of information.
Students today have instant access to a vast and ever-expanding ocean of knowledge. No longer are they
limited to the resources within a physical library or the confines of a textbook. According to a recent
report by the Pew Research Centre, a staggering 95% of teens now have access to a smartphone, and the
vast majority utitize [utilise] these devices for educational purposes, whether it's researching a complex
historical event, exploring scientific concepts through interactive simulations, or collaborating on
group projects. This access empowers students to research topics in depth, explore diverse perspectives,

and, crucially, become active, self-directed learners.

#2 Technology also facilitates personalised learning in ways that were unimaginable just a few decades
ago. Platforms like Khan Academy, Coursera, and adaptive learning software tailor content and pacing
to individual student needs, learning styles, and skill levels. This allows students to learn at their own
pace, focusing on areas where they need the most support whilst accelerating through concepts they
master quickly. Dr Emily Carter, an educational researcher at Stanford University spectatizing
[specialising] in the impact of technology on learning, notes that "Personalised learning, powered by

technology, has the potential to close achievement gaps, particularly for students from disadvantaged



backgrounds, and create more equitable learning environments where every student can thrive." The

ability to differentiate instruction based on individual needs is a game-changer.

Furthermore, technology fosters unprecedented levels of collaboration and communication. Online
tools like Google Docs, virtual classrooms, and video conferencing platforms enable students to
connect with peers and educators regardless of geographical location. Students can participate in
virtual field trips, collaborate on projects with students from different countries, and receive real-time
feedback from their teachers. This promotes teamwork, enhances essential communication skills, and
fosters a global perspective that is crucial in today's interconnected world. The use of virtual reality
(VR) and augmented reality (AR) is also expanding, allowing students to experience historical events,

dissect virtual organisms, or explore the depths of the ocean from the comfort of their classrooms.

#3 Consider the story of Maria, a student in a rural school district. Before the introduction of tablets
and online resources, Maria struggled with reading. She felt frustrated and isolated. With access to
interactive e-books, personalised reading programmes that adapted to her skill level, and online
tutoring, Maria not only improved her reading skills dramatically but also developed a newfound love
for stories and a thirst for knowledge. She began to participate more actively in class, and her
confidence soared. This transformation exemplifies the profound power of technology to unlock

potential, overcome learning barriers, and create truly engaging and empowering learning experiences.

However, the integration of technology into education is not without its challenges. Concerns about
digital equity are paramount. It's essential to ensure that all students, regardless of their socioeconomic
background or location, have equal access to devices, reliable internet connectivity, and the necessary
technical support. The need for ongoing teacher training is also critical. Educators must be equipped
with the skills and knowledge to effectively integrate technology into their teaching practices and to
leverage its potential to enhance student learning. Furthermore, the potential for distraction and the
need for responsible digital citizenship are also valid concerns that must be addressed through

thoughtful curriculum design and clear guidelines.

In conclusion, the impact of technology on modern education is undeniably transformative and
far-reaching. It has expanded access to information beyond measure, enabled truly personalised
learning experiences, and fostered collaboration and communication in ways that were previously
unimaginable. By addressing the challenges, prioritising digital equity, investing in teacher training,
and embracing the opportunities that technology presents, we can harness its power to create a more
engaging, equitable, and effective learning environment for all students, a learning environment where

every student, like Maria, has the opportunity to reach their full potential. The future of education is



undeniably intertwined with the evolution of technology, and the possibilities for innovation and

improvement are limitless.



