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Section 1 

#1: "Hello! My name is Felix, and occasionally my brain feels a bit like a bouncy castle – all 
unexpected jumps and wobbles!" 

Strengths: 

●​ Your opening immediately creates a playful voice and helps readers understand Felix's character 
through a creative comparison 

●​ The bouncy castle metaphor is vivid and easy for readers to picture 

Lack of Clear Context → Your opening introduces Felix and his unique way of thinking, but readers 
might wonder what kind of story they're about to read. Is this about a particular day at school? A 
special adventure? Adding one sentence after your opening that hints at what's coming would help 
readers settle into the story. For example, after mentioning the bouncy castle brain, you could add 
something about what Felix noticed that particular day. 

Exemplar: Hello! My name is Felix, and occasionally my brain feels a bit like a bouncy castle – all 
unexpected jumps and wobbles! Today at school, something extraordinary happened that made my brain 
bounce more than ever. 

 

#2: "Captain Crinkles, my lucky bottle top, and Duke Bluey, my extremely important (but 
never used) blue crayon, are my best mates." 

Strengths: 

●​ Your introduction of Captain Crinkles and Duke Bluey shows Felix's imaginative personality 
●​ The detail about the "never used" crayon is charming and feels authentic 

Incomplete Character Purpose → Whilst you introduce Captain Crinkles and Duke Bluey as Felix's 
best mates, they don't appear to do much in the story. Captain Crinkles gets mentioned as being warm 
in the pocket, but Duke Bluey disappears completely. When you introduce important objects or 
characters, readers expect them to play a role in what happens. You could either have these objects 
interact with Felix during the playground scene, or save their introduction for when they actually 
become important to the action. 

 



 

Exemplar: Captain Crinkles, my lucky bottle top, clinked in my pocket as I walked. I gave him a little pat 
– he always helped me notice the magic in ordinary things. 

 

#3: "Instead of children chasing after a ball, a beaming rainbow-coloured ball was actually 
leading the kids along, their laughing streaming after like goofy streamers." 

Strengths: 

●​ Your image of laughter as streamers is creative and captures the joyful mood 
●​ The role reversal (ball chasing children instead of children chasing ball) shows imaginative 

thinking 

Unclear Sentence Structure → The phrase "their laughing streaming after" creates confusion because 
"laughing" is used as a noun here, which makes the sentence harder to follow. The word order also 
makes readers pause to work out what's happening. Restructuring this to show the children's laughter 
more clearly would strengthen the image. You want readers to instantly picture the scene rather than 
having to reread to understand it. 

Exemplar: Instead of children chasing after a ball, a beaming rainbow-coloured ball was actually 
leading the kids along, with their laughter streaming behind them like goofy streamers. 

 

■ Your piece shows wonderful imagination and creates a magical atmosphere at the playground. Felix's 
voice comes through as playful and unique, which draws readers in. However, your writing would 
benefit from stronger connections between ideas. The jump from introducing Captain Crinkles and 
Duke Bluey straight to the playground scene feels sudden – adding a sentence or two about Felix 
arriving at the playground would smooth this transition. Additionally, your second paragraph contains 
many magical images (sparkling slides, rainbow ball, storytelling leaves), but they pile up without clear 
links between them. Try using words like "meanwhile" or "at the same time" to show how these magical 
moments relate to each other. 

Your descriptive language is creative, but sometimes the sentences become tangled. The phrase "the sun 
seemed all goldier" is charming, yet "a thousand small golden sparkles erupted from the slides, and from 
the air itself, so that the sun seemed all goldier" becomes confusing with too many ideas joined 
together. Break longer sentences into two shorter ones so readers can follow each magical detail. Also, 



 

consider your opening paragraph: it introduces Duke Bluey but never brings him back. Either weave 
him into the playground scene or save his introduction for when he matters to the story. Finally, your 
piece would feel more complete with a sentence or two at the end showing how Felix feels about all this 
magic – does it make him happy, excited, or something else? This would give readers a satisfying 
conclusion rather than leaving them wondering what happens next. 

 

Overall Score: 37/50 

 

Section 2 

Hello! My name is Felix, and occasionally my brain feels a bit like a bouncy castle – all unexpected 
jumps and wobbles! #1 Captain Crinkles, my lucky bottle top, and Duke Bluey, my extremely 
important (but never used) blue crayon, are my best mates. Brain-wiggles, anyone? [This fragment feels 
disconnected; consider: "Brain-wiggles? Absolutely!"] #2 

Captain Crinkles, snug in my pocket, was awfully warm. But it wasn't the sun simply shining today 
[simply the sun shining today] on the playground, nope [. Nope]. I squished my toes at the thought of 
it: the playground mirroring [was mirroring] the sun's radiance [brilliance]! A thousand small golden 
sparkles erupted from the slides, [and from the swings,] and from the air itself, so that the sun seemed 
all goldier [everything glowed even brighter]. Instead of children chasing after a ball, a beaming 
rainbow-colored [coloured] ball was actually leading the kids along, their laughing streaming after like 
goofy streamers [with their laughter streaming behind them like goofy streamers]. #3 And wasn't it 
funny, [that] an old oak tree had more than its leaves shook [shaken] by the wind. No, [? No,] the wind 
was so excited, [] that it blew the leaves to exchange secrets, so they shuddered with tiny green stories. 
Everything was turned upside down, but in a spangly, marvellous way! 

 

– 

 

 

 



 

Section 1: 

#1: "Felix constructed a tall LEGO tower with great care. He placed a red roof piece on it, and then his 
little sister knocked it over with a laugh by mistake." 

Strengths: Your opening sentence effectively establishes the scene with clear, straightforward language. 
The sequence of events flows logically from building to destruction. 

Perspective Inconsistency → Your writing begins with Felix as a character being written about in 
third person ("Felix constructed"), but then suddenly shifts to first person ("my pocket," "I required"). 
This creates confusion about who is actually telling the story. When you write "My lucky blue crayon, 
Duke Bluey, weighed in my pocket," readers don't understand if Felix is now speaking or if this is a 
different narrator altogether. 

Exemplar: After his little sister knocked it over with a laugh by mistake, Felix felt in his 
pocket for Duke Bluey, his lucky blue crayon. He needed extra luck today! 

 

#2: "I trilled my 'concentrating' song – a sort of 'doo-doo-doo-BONG!' – as I added one shiny 
space-rock brick gently. The little gnomes on the ground below waved wee signs: 'Higher!' and 'More 
Red!'." 

Strengths: Your imaginative vocabulary choices like "trilled" and "space-rock brick" create a whimsical 
atmosphere. The detail about the gnomes' signs adds liveliness to the scene. 

Unclear Story Framework → Your writing doesn't help readers understand whether the fantasy 
elements (Mount Wobbly, Giggling Gnomes) are Felix's imagination whilst playing or if they're part of 
the actual story world. The phrase "This LEGO tower wasn't just any ordinary tower" suggests it might 
be pretend play, but you never make this clear, leaving readers uncertain about what's really happening 
versus what's imagined. 

Exemplar: In Felix's imagination, this LEGO tower wasn't just any ordinary tower – it was 
being built at the very tip-top of Mount Wobbly, way off in the Land of the Giggling 
Gnomes! 

 



 

#3: "My great space-rock penthouse didn't collapse; it imploded into a million glittery gnome-giggles 
and clinking LEGO sounds! d'Oh, Floof! I whispered, figuring even in the Land of Giggling Gnomes, 
teddy bears could cause great mischief." 

Strengths: Your creative description of the tower's destruction through "glittery gnome-giggles and 
clinking LEGO sounds" shows strong imaginative writing. The gentle humour in the final line adds 
warmth to the piece. 

Incomplete Story Resolution → Your writing ends abruptly without showing how Felix responds 
emotionally to his tower being destroyed or what happens next. You've built up this elaborate fantasy 
world, but then simply stop with "teddy bears could cause great mischief," leaving readers wondering 
about Felix's feelings and whether he rebuilds, gets upset, or forgives his sister. The story feels 
unfinished. 

Exemplar: Felix sighed, then grinned at his sister. "Even in the Land of Giggling Gnomes, 
teddy bears cause mischief," he said. "But I suppose that means we can build an even taller 
tower together this time." 

 

■ Your piece shows wonderful creativity and imagination, particularly in how you've transformed a 
simple LEGO-building moment into a fantastical adventure. However, your writing would benefit 
from clearer organisation and consistency. The biggest challenge readers face is understanding the basic 
story structure: who is telling this story, and what's real versus imagined? You start by writing about 
Felix from outside his perspective, then suddenly become Felix without warning. This makes your 
piece confusing to follow. Additionally, your story needs a proper ending that shows how Felix feels 
and what he does after his tower falls. Does he feel sad? Does he laugh? Does he start building again? 
Readers need closure. Also, you could strengthen the connection between your two paragraphs by 
making it clearer from the start that the fantasy world is Felix's imagination whilst he plays. Try adding 
a sentence like "Felix imagined that..." to guide your readers. Your vocabulary is quite sophisticated 
with words like "trilled" and "imploded," which is excellent, but make sure your story's 
foundation—the who, what, and why—is rock-solid first. Think about reading your writing aloud to 
check if someone hearing it for the first time would understand what's happening throughout. 

 

Overall Score: 37/50 



 

 

Section 2: 

 Felix constructed a tall LEGO tower with great care. He placed a red roof piece on it, and then his little 
sister knocked it over with a laugh by mistake. Oh no! 

My [Felix felt for his] lucky blue crayon, Duke Bluey, weighed [which weighed] in my [his] pocket. I 
[He] required extra luck today! This [#2 In Felix's imagination, this] LEGO tower wasn't just any 
ordinary tower; it was being built at the very tip-top of Mount Wobbly, way off in the Land of the 
Giggling Gnomes! I [He] trilled my [his] 'concentrating' song – a sort of 'doo-doo-doo-BONG!' – as I 
[he] added one shiny space-rock brick gently. The little gnomes on the ground below waved wee signs: 
'Higher!' and 'More Red!'. I [He] saw the perfect red object – a magic umbrella roof for their 
gnome-king's new penthouse. Then, whoosh! A gigantic, puffy cloud, exactly the same shape as my 
[his] sister Lily's biggest teddy bear, Floof, sailed on by. 

It didn't mean to, but its soft, cuddly paw pushed Mount Wobbly.[.] over. My [#3 Felix's] great 
space-rock penthouse didn't collapse; it imploded into a million glittery gnome-giggles and clinking 
LEGO sounds! d'Oh [D'oh], Floof! I [he] whispered, figuring even in the Land of Giggling Gnomes, 
teddy bears could cause great mischief."[."] [Felix sighed, then smiled at his sister. "Well, I suppose 
that means we can build an even bigger tower together," he said, pulling out a fresh pile of 
bricks.] 
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