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INTRODUCTION

How This Advanced Kit Works

Most students now can:

= spot similes / personification
= roughly say "it makes it more interesting"

This kit pushes them into selective-level analysis and creation:

Three-Step Mastery Process:
1. Name the technique (spot it)
2. Decode the effect (what it shows / makes us feel)

3. Use a formula to create a similar line in their own poem



Structure:

Section A — 15+ techniques with definition, effect, example, and "Create it"

formula
Section B — Worked "spot — explain - create" examples

Section C — Two advanced poems with deeper annotations + creation prompts

SECTION A: TECHNIQUE BANK

1. Simile (Advanced)

What it is:

Comparing two unlike things using like or as.

What it does:
Sharpens an image by linking it to something familiar. Can show attitude:

"like a prison" vs "like a playground".

Example:
"The exam paper sat in front of me like a locked door."

— Shows barrier, fear, uncertainty.

Create it — formula:

[Thing] is like [comparison] because [reason].

"Homework is like..." "My mind is like..."

2. Extended Metaphor



What itis:

A metaphor that is developed across several lines or the whole poem.

What it does:
Gives a sustained, layered image. Lets the poet explore one idea from

multiple angles.

Example:
"School is a maze of corridors,
dead ends of doubt,
and hidden doors of possibility."

Create it — formula:
Choose a central metaphor: "School is a " (ship, maze, stage, game).
Write 3 lines, each adding a feature that fits both.

3. Personification (Advanced)

What it is:

Giving human actions or feelings to objects, places, or ideas.

What it does:
Makes the non-human feel emotional / alive. Often reveals how the speaker

feels about it.

Example:
"The clock glared at me from the exam wall."

— Shows pressure, judgement.



Create it — formula:
The [object] [human verb/feeling] at/around [me/us].
"The homework..." "The phone..." "The bus stop..."

4. Alliteration & Sibilance

What it is:
Repeating the same starting sound (esp. consonants). Sibilance = repeated

HSH "sh'! / HZ" Sounds,

What it does:
Adds rhythm & musicality. Harsh sounds (k, t, g) feel sharp; soft "s" can

feel quiet, sneaky or soothing.

Example:
"Silent screens and slumped shoulders." (sibilance)
— Creates a hushed, deflated mood.

Create it — formula:

Pick a sound (b / s / t) + list 3—4 words with that sound describing a scene.

5. Assonance & Consonance

What they are:
Assonance: repetition of vowel sounds inside words.

Consonance: repetition of consonant sounds inside/at ends of words.




What they do:
Subtle music; help lines flow or feel sticky / heavy. Can slow down reading

or make it more chant-like.

Example:
Assonance: "A low, slow moan rolled over the oval."

Consonance: "The twisted trust fell apart."

Create it — formula:
Choose a mood (slow, heavy) and repeat matching sounds:

"nn

Slow: "00", "oh" - slow, road, alone
Sharp: "i", "k" - click, quick, kick

6. Enjambment

What it is:
A sentence runs over the end of a line without punctuation and continues

on the next.

What it does:
Speeds up reading, pulls us forward. The line break can emphasise a word

or create a mini-surprise.

Example:
"I thought the rules were there
to keep us safe."”

- "there" at line end creates brief uncertainty.

Create it — formula:
Write a full sentence. Break it in the most interesting place, not at the end
of the idea.



7. Caesura

What it is:
A strong pause in the middle of a line (often marked by punctuation:
comma, dash, full stop).

What it does:
Can mimic a real-life pause (shock, break in thought). Slows down the line

for emphasis.

Example:
"The test was over — but my heart kept racing."

Create it — formula:

Write a sentence, then add "-" or a comma at the emotional pivot.

8. Anaphora

What it is:

Repeating the first word or phrase of successive lines/clauses.

What it does:
Builds intensity and rhythm. Emphasises a key idea.

Example:
"T waited for answers.
I waited for comfort.

I waited for someone to notice."



Create it — formula:

Start 3 lines with the same first 2—3 words and vary the ending.

9. Contrast / Juxtaposition

What it is:

Placing opposites or sharp differences side by side.

What it does:

Highlights tension or conflict. Shows a gap between appearance/reality.

Example:

"In the noisy classroom, my thoughts were quiet."

Create it — formula:

"In [big/strong thing], [opposite smaller/inner thing]."

10. Oxymoron

What it is:

Two opposite words stuck together.

What it does:

Shows complexity or mixed feelings. Creates a striking image.

Example:

"bittersweet victory" — happy to win, sad about something else.



Create it — formula:
"[emotion/idea 1] + [opposite of it]" — silent scream, honest lie, friendly

enemy.

11. Symbolism

What it is:

An object or detail that stands for a larger idea.

What it does:
Adds hidden layers; lets the poet show without telling. One symbol can
connect different parts of the poem.

Example:
A cracked watch that no longer ticks might symbolise lost time or broken

routine.

Create it — formula:
Pick one object — decide what it could stand for — use it 2—3 times in the

poem in different situations.

12. Pathetic Fallacy

What it is:

When weather or setting reflects characters' emotions.

What it does:



Externalises inner feelings. Makes mood instantly visible.

Example:
"Rain hammered the windows as the argument grew louder."

— Angry mood + storm.

Create it — formula:
Decide the emotion — match weather:

sad - drizzle / fog; tense — heat / storm; hopeful - sunrise / clear sky

13. Irony

What it is:
A gap between what is said and what is meant, or between what's expected

and what actually happens.

What it does:
Creates humour or criticism. Makes reader think about the difference

between appearance and reality.

Example:
"It was a lovely system: the tired got less sleep, and the relaxed got more
homework."

- "lovely" is ironic; criticises the system.
Yy il

Create it — formula:
Praise something that actually shows its flaws.

E.g. "What a perfect rule: the quiet kids get punished for speaking once."



14. Shift in Tone / Volta

What itis:

A turning point where mood or perspective changes.

What it does:
Marks development in thought or feeling. Often where the main message

becomes clear.

Example:
First half: anxious exam build-up.
Then: "But when I saw the paper, something strange happened: I smiled."

- tone turns from fear to confidence.

Create it — formula:
Use turning words: but / however / until / suddenly / then

Change from one emotion to its opposite or development.
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15. Semantic Field

What it is:

A group of words from the same topic area (e.g. war, machines, nature).

What it does:
Builds a strong atmosphere or theme. Makes the comparison clearer

without one big metaphor.



Example:
Words like battle, armour, wound, surrender in a poem about exams —

semantic field of war.

Create it — formula:
Choose a topic field (ocean, sport, war, technology) — sprinkle 4—5 words

from that field through the poem.
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SECTION B: WORKED EXAMPLES

Spot - Explain » Create Examples

Example 1 - Extended Metaphor

"High school is a game
where the rules keep changing,
and some players start

three steps ahead."

1. Spot: Extended metaphor — School compared to a game, developed

across several lines.

2. Explain: The poet uses an extended metaphor comparing high school to

a game with changing rules and unequal starting positions. This suggests



that school can feel unfair and confusing, and that some students have

advantages before they even begin.

3. Create:
"Selective exams are a maze
where some students walk in with a map,
and others are still

searching for the door."

Example 2 - Anaphora

"They want marks.
They want medals.
They want proof."

[ 1. Spot: Anaphora — repetition of "They want..." at the beginning of lines.

2. Explain: The repetition emphasises how constant and demanding

adults' expectations feel. It creates a rhythmic list that shows pressure
piling up.

3. Create:
"I need time.
I need sleep.

I need room to breathe."
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Example 3 - Contrast + Pathetic Fallacy



"The sun shone on the oval,

but a storm waited behind my ribs."

1. Spot: Contrast (sun vs storm), pathetic fallacy used inside the body.

Physical "storm" symbolises inner anxiety.

2. Explain: The poet contrasts the bright, sunny weather with the storm
inside the speaker. This shows that on the outside the day seems happy and

normal, but inside they are full of anxiety.



