No More Mistakes: Why we must mandate autonomous cars!
Every fatal car crash leaves behind more than twisted metal and police reports. It leaves behind the kind of silence, that shatters lives. The silence that includes empty dinner tables and bedroom doors never to be opened again. The kind of silence caused by an ordinary decision to drive. But the human error to speed or to glance at a phone becomes irreversible. Each year, over 1.2 million lives are lost on the world’s roads, not to fate, but to human debacle. Labelling these deaths as “accidents” softens a truth we would rather avoid. They are predictable, preventable, and systemic. As technology advances, the question is no longer whether autonomous vehicles are possible, but whether continuing to rely on human drivers is ethically defensible. If our goal is to reduce suffering, provide gateways for non-drivers and reduce traffic congestion, then embracing and ultimately requiring autonomous vehicles is not radical. It is responsible.
To begin with, the main reason we must mandate autonomous cars is because of the major flaw in the current system, the human driver. The truth has often been softened, but there is no denying that human error is nearly always responsible for car crashes that claim multiple lives. For example, the NHTSA reports that 94% of crashes are caused by human error, mainly due to distraction, speeding, fatigue, and poor decision-making. Opponents of mandating autonomous vehicles raise a valid concern. Driving is a complex social activity that requires ethical judgment, adaptability and the ability to respond to unpredictable human behaviour, qualities that current artificial intelligence may not fully replicate. They also argue that software failures or biased algorithms could introduce new, systemic risks. However, despite these concerns, autonomous vehicles do not suffer from distraction, fatigue or emotional decision-making. They do not text while driving, drive under the influence or misjudge speed in moments of stress. Instead, they rely on constant sensor input, real-time data processing and algorithms designed to prioritise safety above all else. Unlike humans, autonomous systems maintain perfect attention every second they are on the road. While it is true robot’s may not be able to respond to irregular human behaviour, the reality is they still can be better drivers than all humans. The truth is by removing the most unreliable component from the driving equation, the human driver, we drastically reduce the likelihood of fatal mistakes.
Furthermore, mandating autonomous vehicles would increase mobility and social inclusion. Millions of people are currently unable to drive due to age, disability or medical conditions. For example, 30% of adults don't drive and that’s not counting vision impaired, disabled or under 16 people. Autonomous cars would provide independence to elderly Australians, people with vision impairments and those with physical disabilities, allowing them to participate more fully in society. This increased accessibility would reduce reliance on public transport and carers, improving quality of life while easing pressure on existing infrastructure. In this sense, autonomous vehicles are not merely a technological upgrade, but a social equaliser. 
Finally, autonomous vehicles offer significant environmental and economic benefits. By communicating with one another and optimising routes, they can reduce traffic congestion, fuel consumption and emissions. For example, as well documented in scientific journals up to 35% better traffic flow will be possible with autonomous vehicles. Additionally, fewer crashes would mean lower healthcare costs, reduced strain on emergency services and less economic loss from road trauma. While the initial transition may be expensive, the long-term savings, both financial and human, far outweigh the costs.
In conclusion, mandating autonomous cars is not about eliminating human freedom, but about preventing human suffering. Road deaths are not inevitable, and continuing to accept them when safer alternatives exist is ethically indefensible. Autonomous vehicles offer a future with fewer empty chairs at dinner tables and fewer silences that linger for lifetimes. If we truly value human life, then no more “mistakes” should be an option we are willing to tolerate.
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