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CHAPTER 1

HOW TO USE THIS SCORECARD

(Takes approximately 5 minutes)

This scorecard provides a clear, objective framework for assessing student writing. Follow these

simple steps:

Choose one timed script (narrative or persuasive, 20–40 minutes, no help).

Read it once for meaning.

For each criterion, circle a score from 1–5 that best matches the script.

Add up the scores and find the overall level (guide at the end).

Use the "Next Focus" suggestion to know exactly what to work on next.

Important:

This scorecard is for growth, not labelling.

A "2" simply means "this is the next skill to build", not "bad".

Every score provides clear direction for improvement.

The scorecard removes subjectivity and creates a shared understanding between parents, tutors,

and students about what "good writing" actually means. By using the same rubric consistently,

everyone can track progress and celebrate growth.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

• 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER 2

THE 5 CRITERIA

Each assessed on a 1–5 scale

The scorecard evaluates writing across five essential dimensions. Each criterion is scored

independently, allowing you to identify specific strengths and areas for development.

Criterion What It Measures

1. Ideas & Task Response Relevance, depth, addressing the question

2. Structure & Coherence Beginning/middle/end, paragraphs, logical flow

3. Detail & Development Examples, description, explanation

4. Vocabulary & Expression Word choice, clarity, maturity of language

5. Sentence Control &

Grammar
Sentences, punctuation, basic accuracy

How to Score:

For each criterion, consider the descriptions in Chapter 3 and select the level (1–5) that

best matches the writing sample. Don't worry about being exact—the goal is to identify the

predominant characteristics of the writing.
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CHAPTER 3

1–5 SCALE FOR EACH CRITERION

CRITERION 1 – Ideas & Task Response

Does the writing clearly answer the prompt with a focused main idea?

1 – Needs Substantial Improvement

Hard to see what the main idea / story is.

May drift off-topic or ignore part of the question.

Ideas are very simple or confusing.

2 – Emerging

Shows some sense of the topic, but main idea is unclear or changes.

Only partly addresses the question.

Ideas are basic or repeated.

3 – Sound

Clearly answers the question at a basic level.

Has one main idea or storyline, mostly consistent.

Ideas are reasonable but mostly obvious.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



4 – Strong

Main idea is clear, focused and relevant throughout.

Shows some deeper thinking (reasons, consequences, feelings, themes).

Stays on task with minimal wandering.

5 – Advanced

Clear, compelling central idea that shows insight or an original angle.

Engages thoughtfully with the prompt (e.g. nuance, perspective).

Every part of the piece supports the main purpose.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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CRITERION 2 – Structure & Coherence

Is the writing organised in a clear way that's easy to follow?

1 – Needs Substantial Improvement

Very difficult to follow; ideas jump around.

Little or no paragraphing.

Beginning and ending are unclear or missing.

2 – Emerging

Some sense of beginning/middle/end, but sections are muddled.

Paragraphs may exist but feel random or incomplete.

Transitions between ideas are rough.

3 – Sound

Clear beginning, middle and end.

Paragraphs mostly make sense (one main idea per paragraph).

Overall flow is understandable with only occasional jumps.

4 – Strong

Well-structured with logical sequence of ideas/events.

Paragraphs are purposeful and linked (simple transitions and topic sentences).

Strong opening and a clear, satisfying ending or conclusion.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



5 – Advanced

Structure enhances impact (build-up, climax, reflection, logical argument).

Seamless transitions; no confusing jumps.

Opening and ending work together to frame the whole piece.

• 

• 

• 
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CRITERION 3 – Detail & Development

How well are ideas supported and developed with specifics?

1 – Needs Substantial Improvement

Mostly vague statements ("it was good", "it was bad").

Almost no examples, description or explanation.

2 – Emerging

Some details, but often general or not well linked to the main point.

Examples are very brief or not clearly explained.

3 – Sound

Uses relevant details or examples in most paragraphs.

Some development beyond one sentence (e.g. short explanations or small scenes).

4 – Strong

Each key idea has clear support (examples, mini-stories, explanations).

Narratives: show important moments with some sensory detail.

Persuasives: reasons are backed by specific situations or simple evidence.

5 – Advanced

Details are precise and purposeful, not random.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



Uses well-chosen examples, scenes or analogies to deepen meaning.

Persuasives: may include thoughtful scenarios, comparisons or simple data.

• 

• 
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CRITERION 4 – Vocabulary & Expression

Does the writing use clear, sometimes mature language appropriately?

1 – Needs Substantial Improvement

Very basic or repetitive words ("good, bad, nice, very, really") dominate.

Some sentences are hard to understand.

2 – Emerging

Mix of basic and slightly stronger words.

Occasional attempts at "fancy" words, sometimes misused.

Meaning is usually clear, but expression can be clumsy.

3 – Sound

Mostly clear and appropriate language.

Some variety in vocabulary (tries to avoid repeating the same words).

Occasional effective phrases or comparisons.

4 – Strong

Frequently uses more precise words (e.g. "effective", "frustrated", "significant").

Some controlled figurative language (simple metaphors, similes) that fits the context.

Expression generally feels fluent and confident.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



5 – Advanced

Vocabulary is consistently precise, varied and well-chosen.

Figurative and descriptive language enhances meaning without overdoing it.

Tone is controlled and appropriate for task (narrative / persuasive).

• 

• 

• 
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CRITERION 5 – Sentence Control & Grammar

Are sentences and basic grammar accurate enough not to distract?

1 – Needs Substantial Improvement

Frequent grammar/punctuation errors that interrupt meaning.

Many run-on sentences or fragments.

Capitals and full stops often missing or incorrect.

2 – Emerging

Errors are common but meaning is usually understandable.

Sentence boundaries sometimes unclear.

Some confusion with basic forms (its/it's, their/there/they're, your/you're).

3 – Sound

Mostly correct sentences with clear boundaries.

Some errors (agreement, tense, apostrophes), but they do not seriously block meaning.

Attempts some longer sentences with reasonable control.

4 – Strong

Generally accurate grammar and punctuation, even with more complex sentences.

Only occasional slips (minor spelling or apostrophe issues).

Variety of sentence types (short for impact, longer for explanation).

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



5 – Advanced

High level of control: very few noticeable errors.

Complex sentences used effectively and correctly.

Grammar never distracts; it supports clarity and sophistication.

• 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER 4

SCORING & OVERALL BANDS

How to Score

For each criterion, circle a number from 1–5 that best matches the script. Then add up all five

scores.

Ideas & Task Response: ① ② ③ ④ ⑤

Structure & Coherence: ① ② ③ ④ ⑤

Detail & Development: ① ② ③ ④ ⑤

Vocab & Expression: ① ② ③ ④ ⑤

Sentence & Grammar: ① ② ③ ④ ⑤

Total score (out of 25): _______

Overall Level Conversion

Use your total score to find the overall writing level:

Total Score Level Approximate Band

5–9 Level 1 Band 2–3

10–14 Level 2 Low Band 3–4



Total Score Level Approximate Band

15–18 Level 3 Solid Band 4

19–22 Level 4 Band 5 / Selective-ready

23–25 Level 5 High Band 5–6 / Scholarship-level

Note: These bands are approximate guides and can be adjusted based on your assessment context.
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CHAPTER 5

"NEXT FOCUS" SUGGESTIONS

By Lowest Criterion

After scoring, identify the lowest-scoring criterion and use this as your next priority for

improvement:

 Lowest is Criterion 1 – Ideas & Task Response

→ Next Focus: Work on understanding the question and writing a one-sentence answer

before starting.

 Lowest is Criterion 2 – Structure & Coherence

→ Next Focus: Use simple plans:

Narratives: Beginning – Problem – Turning Point – Ending

Persuasives: Position – Reason 1 – Reason 2 – Reason 3 – Conclusion

 Lowest is Criterion 3 – Detail & Development

→ Next Focus: Force one example or mini-scene per paragraph. Use "for example…" in

persuasives; "show, don't tell" in narratives.

 Lowest is Criterion 4 – Vocabulary & Expression

→ Next Focus: Use the Selective Vocab Ladder; upgrade 5–10 basic words per script.

• 

• 



 Lowest is Criterion 5 – Sentence & Grammar

→ Next Focus: Use Grammar Fix-in-14-Days Checklist and a quick grammar check after

each piece (capitals, full stops, run-ons, its/it's, their/there/they're, your/you're).

Remember: Focus on one criterion at a time. Mastering one skill builds confidence and

creates momentum for the next improvement area.
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CHAPTER 6

HOW TO KEEP IT OBJECTIVE AT HOME

The power of this scorecard comes from its objectivity. Here's how to maintain that consistency:

1. Same rubric for everyone

Parent, child, and tutor all use this same scorecard. No variations, no personal

interpretations—everyone refers to the same 1–5 descriptions.

2. Calibration practice

Occasionally, have two people score the same script and discuss differences. This builds a

shared understanding of what "3 vs 4 vs 5" looks like in practice.

3. Track progress over time

Keep a simple log (date, topic, 5 scores, total) to show progress, not perfection. This

creates a visual record of improvement that motivates continued effort.

✓ The Result:

With this system, "good writing" stops being a vague feeling and becomes a clear,

shared target you can all see. Everyone knows exactly where the student is now

and what specific skill to work on next.



Benefits of Objective Assessment

Eliminates disagreements about writing quality

Provides clear, actionable feedback every time

Shows measurable progress over time

Builds confidence through transparency

Creates alignment between all stakeholders

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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CONCLUSION

The Objective Writing Scorecard transforms writing assessment from a subjective

art into a clear, measurable process. By using the same 1–5 scale across five key

criteria, parents, tutors, and students can finally speak the same language about

writing quality.

This tool is designed for growth. Every score, whether it's a 2 or a 5, simply indicates

where the student is now and what skill to develop next. With consistent use and the

"Next Focus" guidance, students can systematically build their writing skills and work

toward selective school readiness.

Remember: The goal isn't perfection on the first try. The goal is visible,

measurable progress—and with this scorecard, that progress becomes

clear to everyone involved.

Key Takeaways

Assessment Time 5 minutes per script

Criteria 5 dimensions, each scored 1–5

Total Score Range 5–25 points

Overall Levels 5 bands from emerging to advanced

Primary Benefit Clear, objective, actionable feedback



Start using the scorecard today, and watch as writing assessment transforms from a

source of confusion into a tool for clear communication and steady improvement.

Building Better Writers, One Clear Score at a Time

Page 15



TRANSFORM WRITING ASSESSMENT

From subjective opinions to objective scores.

From vague feedback to clear direction.

From confusion to confidence. 

5 Criteria • 1–5 Scale • 5 Minutes

Everything you need to assess student writing

with clarity, consistency, and confidence. 

© 2025 Objective Writing Scorecard™
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